| * 3 N | Re F | a : | 
13 * 3 Wo ak 
"ENTER TAINM 55 


r | 


. on. 


- _wrirÞx IN TREN an 


zr TH. 33 
Pi | 


RK. F. N. CAUSIN, S. J 
5 . g 

IM . | * rn 

8 3 iP _ 4 9 1 " AIR th 


. Tranſlated into ENGLISH $ 


> 


Bx Six BASIL BROOK. 


8 Delgh of Sin is mementury, the Forments | 
| | eternal. einn 


* 1 
» * * x £ 
o n |; 
— 9 4 4 
is, * 5 a 
1 $- 
®. + 
. 4 
* g . ö 


L p 5 1 , 8 N ; 5 
ST 5 . Fg / * . G wiz 
* * * 424 * \ . A * N - I 
" 1 | | P — 
1 w * a 
. Pn 


* > © PRINTED-BY W. BANCKS. 
3 ur 'MDCCLARFIY 45-5 


> = 
F - - * * 4 
= 
6 | 1 * ö 5 
* 
* \ 4 bu 4 
0 — ” 
+ , — - % 
1 1 hq . 
1 * * 
bal 1 : 
* %. Fd I . 
+> 4 1 
- . N * I * 
* * 5 * 
. wi oe EY * % N 2 5 ; 
os Fe \ wp, © gt 4" 
FR — 
" * 2 7 a 9 pa * 7 11 2 
93 — wo 
. a . — en 
* 1 * © * us , * * 2 \ a, 
* * . s : 
- x 4 N — . * oy + — 
2 , p . 1 Y e Vo * 
* N 
7 > : 2 * . - ff - G 5 1 2 * 


EEE 


» 


* 


m 


» . Y te 
- * 1 * r ; 1 
* — 5 — 
2 
. 


©. a * - % 
1 

* 

1 p » a 

As £ „ _ ag 

+ < * 4 * 1 I x 


— 


a7 4 
| 
| 
y - 
* 
| 
4 * 
| 


TO THE 
Moſt excellent Majeſty 
| | . 
HENRIETTA MARIA, 
QUEEN or GREAT-BRITAIN. 


| ene e 


priſon, which was made more eaſy by ſome rela- 
tion it bad to your Majeſty's ſervice. 


And I preſume the rather uponthis dedication, 5 


becauſe all that good which is derived to us from 
France, whereof I conceive this may be a put, 
ſhould receive honour and increaſe of value from 
your Majeſty, that it may ſo diffuſe itſelf with | 
more authority and profit amongſt thoſe who. may 
be capable to receive it. Your Majeſty, having | 
read the original, doth well know that the prin- 
cipal ſcope of it is to teach the love of God and 
contempt of this world, with many W prin- 


* virtues. 


MON GST all the public joys for your 
Majeſty's happy return, I know not better 
how to expreſs my own particular, than by moſt 

humbly preſenting to your Majeſty my tranflation 
of this excellentFrench book, 'in the ſolitude ofa. 
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We 
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And ſor ——— them all, this age could 
not have hoped for ſo rare an example to inſtruct 
all the great ladies of Chriſtendom, as it hath 
found in your Majeſty, as well byyouradmirable 
- fortitude and perfect reſignation to God's holy 
will in all your Majeſty's extream afflictions, 
dangers and preſſures at ſea ang land, as alſo by 
your Majeſty's many ſacred refMements, in the 
moſt haly time of the year, to ſprinkle your plea- 


-* ſures (voluntarily) with ſome of that gall which 


was upon our Saviour's lips when he ſuffered his 
bitter paſſion and death for our ſins. Our great 
divinesaffirm, thatthepreſent ſufferingsof mqunt 
Calvary lead direCtly to the future glories of 
mount Tabor. 
And therefore, ſince your Majeſty hath 18. 
- ently endured ſo many unjuſt; and rigorous 
croſſes in the mount Calvary of this world, 
we have reaſon to hope that our bleſſed Saviour 
hath prepared for your Majeſty a moſt glorious 
crown in the next, which. will never have end. 
And this ſhall ever be che incelſant, and fer- 
rent WN of, 55 
M ADAM, 
Yeur MAJESTY's poor and 


Moſt humble. devoted beadſman, 


BASIL BROOK. 
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For the 2 day, upon the AP eration 


| oO as. 
Thou art 4uft, and to duſt thou ſhalt return. 
Gen. iii. 


1. 1 is an excellent way to begin Lent 
| with the conſideration of duſt, 
| wherebynaturegives us beginning; 
and by the ſame death ſhall put an 
end to all our worldly vanities. There 


is no better way to abate and humble the | 


proudeſt of all creatures, than to repre- 
ſent his beginning and end. The middle 
part of our life, like a kind of Proteus, 
takes upon it e ſhapes not under- 


ſtood by others; but the firſt and laſt parts - 
of it deceiye no man; for they do both ' 


begin and end in duſt. It is a ſtrange 


thing that man, knowing well what he 


hath been, and what he muſt be, is not. 


confounded i in mi, by Wen che 5 


HY 


- © 
x x 


* Entertainments for Lent. 
pride of his own life and the great diſor- 
der of his paſſions. The end of all other 
creatures is leſs deform'd than that of 
man. - Plants in their death retain ſome 
pleaſing ſmell of their bodies: the little 
roſe buries irſelf i in her natural ſweetneſs 
and carnation: colour. Many creatures at 

| their death leave us their teeth, horns, 
| ” _ - feathers, skins; of which we make great 
uſe; others, after death, are ſerved up in 
filver and golden diſhes, to feed the 
greateſt perſons of the world. Only man's 
ih dead carciſe is good for nothing but ro 
feed worms; and yet he often retains the 
preſumptuous pride of a giant, by the 
exorbitance of his heart; and the cruel 
nature of a murderer, by the furious rage 
ol his revenge. Surely that man muſt ei- 
ther be ſtupid by nature, or moſt wicked 
dy his own election, who will not cor- 
rect and amend himſelf, having ſtill be- 
fore his eyes aſhes for his [na and death 
for his miſtreſs. 
2. This conſideration of duſt i is an en- 
cellent remedy to cure vice, and an aſ- 
ſuted rampart. againſt temptation. St. 
We ſaith Es well, ns: ho- 
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Entertainments for. Lent. © * | 
ly Job was free from all temptations 
when he was placed upon the ſmoke and 
duſt of his humility. He that lies upon 
the ground can fall no lower; but may 
contemplate all above him, and medirate 
how to raiſe himſelt by the hand of God, 
which pulls down the proud and exalts 

| the humble. Is a man tempted with pride? 

| the conſideration of aſhes will humble 

| him. Is a man burnt with wanton love? 
(which is a direct fire) fire cannot con- 
fume aſhes. Is he perſecuted with covet- 

_ ouſneſs? aſhes make the greateſt leeches 
and blood-ſuckers caſt their gorges. . 
Every thing gives way to this unvalued 
thing, becauſe God is pleaſed to draw. the | 
inſtruments of his power out of the ob 

a * of our infirmities. fa | 

3. If we knew how to aſe rightly ths 

LY OS aan of death, we ſhould'there find  _ 

| the ſtreams of life. All the world toge- 

1 ther is of no estimates himthae righth# hed 

knowsthetrue value of a juſt man's death: _ 

d It would be neceſſary that they who are 


I >” 1 6 1 * — 


8 taken with the curioſity of tulips, ſhould: _ 
q ſer in their gardens a plant call'd Naple,. _ 
" | which carries a flower that PINT te. 


BA ſembles © | -'þ 


42 


| 8 Entertainments for Lent. 
ſembles a death's head: and if the other 
tulips pleaſe their ſenſes, that will in- 


{ru their reaſon, Before our laſt death 
we ſhould die many other deaths, by for- 
faking all thoſe creatures and affections 
which lead us to fin. We ſhould reſemble 
thoſe creatures, ſacred to the Ægyptians, 


call'd Cynocephales, that died piece- 
meal, and were buried long before their 


death: ſo ſhould we bury all our concu- 
piſcences before we go to the grave, and 


ſtrive to live ſo that when death comes 


5 he * find very little bulineſs with us. 


to be, by thy great ; 


ABPIZATIONS. 


0 0 Father of all eſſences, who civeſt 


beginning to all things and art with- 


out end, this day I take aſhes upon my 
head, thereby profeſling, before thee, my 
being nothing; and to do thee homage. 
for that which I am, and for that I ought 


bounties, Alaſs! O 4 


Lord, my poor ſoul is confounded to ſes 
_ ſo many ſparkles of pride and covetouſ- 
neſs ariſe from this Gini duſt, which 1 
am; ſo little do I yer learn how to live, 

and ods do I know how to die. O God 
5 6 of 


Entertainments for Lent. 8 
of my life and death, I moſt humbly be- 


ſeech thee ſo to govern the firſt in me, and 


ſo to ſweeten the laſt for me, that, if I 
live, I may live only for thee; and if 1 
muſt die, that I may enter into everlaſting 
bliſs, by dying in thy blefled love and 


_ favour. 
. — | F 


The Goſpel for Aſh-Wedneſtay, St. Mat- 
. thew vi. 


| Of WIE" i faſting. 
* E N you faſt, be not, as the H. 
pocrites, ſad + for they disſigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to faſt. 
Amen, I ſay unto you, that they _ re- 
ceived their reward, x 

But thou, when thou 450 faft, a anoint 

thy head, and waſh thy face; that thou ap- 
Pear not to men to faſt, but to thy father 
" which is in ſecret : and thy father which 
ſfeetl in ſecret will repay tbe. 
Heap not up to yourſelves treaſures on the 
. earth; where the ruſt and moth do corrupt, 
and where thieves dig through and feats _ 
But * up to e . in denn NS 


| 3 n ; 
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where neither ruff nor moth doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not dig thro nor ſteal. 
For where thy treaſure is, there is thy 


Oy — 


* 


MoRALITIES, OY 

I- Tor man goes to hell by the way 
of Paradiſe who faſts and afflits his 

body ro draw the praiſe of men. Sorrow 
and vanity together are-not able to make 
one chriſtian act. He deſerves everlaſting 
hunger who ſtarves himſelf that he may 


ſwell and burſt with -vain-glory. He 


ſtands for a ſpectacle for others, being 
the murderer of himſelf; and by ſowing 
vanity, reaps nothing but the wind. Our 
intentions muſt be wholy directed to God, 


and our examples for our neighbour. 
The father of all virtues is not to be 
ſerved with counterfeit devotions; ſugb 


lies are abominable in his ſight; and Ter- | 
tullian ſaich, they ate as many ad ulteries. 
1 imports us much to begin Lent 


5 well, entering thoſe liſts in which ſo 


many Souls have run their courſe with ſo 
great ſtrictneſs; having been glorious be- 
. and hogadreble before men. 


he difficulty of it is apprehended only 
by thoſe who have their underſtandings 


 obſcur'd by a violent affection to kitchen 

ſtuff. It is no more burdenſome to a cou- 
ragious ſpirit, than feathers are to a bird. 

The chearfulneſs which a man brings to 


a good action in the beginning, does half 
the work. Let us waſh our faces by con- 


feſſion; let us perfume our head, who is 


Jeſus Chriſt, by alms deeds. Faſting is 
a moſt delicious feaſt to the conſcience, 


when it is accompanied with pureneſs and 


charity; but ir breeds great thirſt when 


Haveralwenia He Tons 3 5 5 


7 88 


it is not nouriſhed with devotion, and | of 


watered with mercy. | 
3. What great painis cakento get trew- 


| ſure ; what care to preſerve it; What 
fear to loſe ir, and i hat ſorro when it 


is loſt! Alas, is there need of | fo great 


covetouſaeſs in liſe to encounter with ſuck 
extreme nakedneſs in death? We have 
not the ſouls of giants, nor the body of 

a Whale. If God will have me poor, 
- muſt I.endeavaur to reverſe the decrecs 
of heaven and earth that I may become 


rich ? To whom do ve truſt the ſafety of 


our treaſures ? to ruſt, to moths and 
. | thieves. _ | 


8 Entertainments for Lent. 
thieves. Were it not better we ſhould in 
our infirmities depend only'on God Al- 
mighty, and comfort our poverty in him 
who is only rich; and ſo carry our ſouls 
to heaven, where Jeſus on the day of his 
aſcenſion did place our ſovereign good; 
Only ſerpents and covetous men deſire to 
ſleep amongſt treaſures, as ſaint Clement 
faith. But the greateſt riches of the world 
is poverty free from covetouſneſs, 


— As$PIRATIONS. 


Seck thee, O invincible God, within 
the abyſs of thy brightneſs, and I ſee 
thee thro? the veil of thy creatures. Wilt 
thou be always hidden from me? ſhallI I 
never ſee thy face, which with a glimpſe 
of thy ſplendor canſt make paradiſe? I 
work in ſecrer, but I know thou art able 
to reward me in the light. A man can 
loſe nothing by ſerving thee, and yet'no- _ 
_ thing i is valuable to thy ſervice, for the 
pain itſelf is a ſufficient recompence. 
Thou urt the food of my faſtings, and 
the cure of my infirmities. What have 
I to do with moles, to dig the earth, 
_ like crore and there to hide creafures? 

JE: 


Entertainments | for Lent. ; 9 


Is it not time to cloſe the earth, when 
thou doſt open heaven, and to carry my 
heart were thou art, ſince all my riches 
are in thee? Doth not he deſerve to be 
everlaſtingly poor who cannot be content 
with a God ſo rich as thou art? 


The Goſpel for the bug Thurſday i, 
| Lent, di. Matthew viii. 


of the Centurion's words : 0 Lord I, am 
| . not worthy. | 


N D whes he was entered 1170 Capers 
naum, there came unto him a centu- 
vow, beſeec hing him, and ſaying, Lord, my 


boy lieth at home el the bah, and is ſore 


tormented. 


| nd 2 ſaid him, I will cone and 


cure him. Na 5 
Aud the centurion making anſwer, ſad, "I: 
Lord, Ian not worthy that thou ſhouldeft - 
enter under my roof > but only ſay the word, 
and my boy ſhall be healed. For I alſo am a © 
man ſubjef® to authority, having under me” 
ſoldjers - and I ſay to this, go, and be goeth- 
and to another, come, and be cometh 5 and _ 
** | > | LE = 
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to my ſervant, do this, and he dbeth it. And 


| Jeſus hearing this, marvelled, and ſaid to 
#hem that followed him, Amen, I ſay to yon, 


I have not found ſo great faith in Iſrael. 
And ] ſay unto you, that many ſhall come 

from the eaſt and weſt, and ſhall ſit down 

with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the 


| kingdom of heaven ; but the children of the 


kingdoms ſhall be caſt out into the exterior 
darkneſs: there ſball be weeping and gnaſb- 
ing of teeth. And Jeſus ſaid tothe centurion, 


go, and as thu has believed, be it done 


. unto thee. Ads the oy Was s healed in the 
- fame boar. : 
Monatrars:: 
UR whole ſal vation conſiſts in two 
principals; the one is in our being 
ſenſible: of God, and the other in our 


moving towards kim: : the firſt proceeds 
from faith; the other comes from charity 
and other virtues. O what a happy thing 
is it to follow the example of this good 
'centurionz by having; ſuch elevated 


thoughts of the Divinity, and to know 


nothing of God but what he is. To be- 
hole: our heavenly father, within this 


great 


my 


+ 
* rern — 3 2 
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| Entertainments for Len. | p I 
great family of the world, who effects 

all things by his ſingle word, creates by 
his power, - governs by his counſel, and 
orders by his goodneſs this great univer- 


 fality of all things. The moſt inviſible 


creatures have ears to hear him. Fevers 
and tempeſts are part of that running camp 


which marcheth under his ſtandard: they 
advance and retire themſelves under the 


ſhadow of his command: he only hath 
power to give meaſures to the heavens, - 


- bounds to the ſea; to join the eaſt and 
_ weſt together in an inſtant, and to be in all 


places where his pleaſure is underſtood.  * 
2. O how goodly a thing is it to go 
unto him, like this great captain! to go, 
ſaid 1?. nay, rather to fly as he doth by 
the two wings of charity and humility, 


His charity made him have a tender care 
of his poor ſervant, and to eſteem his 


health more dear than great men do the 
rareſt pieces in their cabinets. He doth 
pot truſt his ſervants, but takes the charge 
upon himſelf, making himſelf by the 


power of love, a ſervant to him who by _ 


birth was made ſubje& to his command. ; 
' ap can be ſaid of ſo many maſters and 


Ways £ 3a, 
_ 
” 
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miſtreſſes now adays, who live always 
ſlaves to their paſſions? having no care at 
all of the ſal vation, health or neceſſities of 
their ſervants; as if they where nothing 
| elſe but the ſcum of the world. They 
make great uſe of their labours and ſer- 
vice, which is juſt, but negle&-their bo- 
dies, and kill their ſouls by the infection 
of their wicked examples. Mark the hu- 
mility of this ſoldier, who doth not think 
his houſe worthyto be enlightned by one 
ſole glympfe of our bleſſed Saviour's pre- 
ſence. By the words of ſaint Auguſtine 
we may ſay, he made himſelf worthy by 
believing and declaring himſelf ſo un- 
worthy : yea, worthy that our Saviour 
ſhould enter not only into his houſe, but 
= into his very ſoul. And upon the matter 
—he eould not have ſpoken with ſuch faith 
= and humility, if he had not firſt encloſed 


= | Citi his heart) him whom he durſt not * 6 
cCeeivee into his houſe. | 
+4 3. The Gentiles come near unto God, | 
and the Jews go from him; to teach us, 
thar ordinarily the moſt obliged perſong 
are moſt ungrateful; and diſeſteem thelb 
benefutors for no other reaſon but 
| | becauls 
. 
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comes from him as of no minds 


Entertainments far Lent. 13 
becauſe they receive benefits daily from 
them. If you ſpeak courteouſly to them, 
they anſwer churliſhly ; and in the ſame 
proportion wherein you are good, you 
make them wicked; therefore we muſt be 


careful that we be not ſo toward God. | 


Many are diſtaſted with devotion, as the 
Iſraelites were with manna: all which 
is good, doth diſpleaſe them becauſe it 
is ordinary: and you ſhall find ſome, 
who, like naughty ground, caſt up thorns. 
where roſes were planted. But we have 
great reaſon to fear that nothing but hell- 
fire is capable to puniſh thoſe who deſpiſe _ 
the graces of God, and eſteem that W 


8 0 & © vx . 
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ASPIRATIONS. | 


0 Almighty Lord, who doſt govern. 
all things in the fail: of this world, 
and doſt bind all inſenſible creatures, by 
the bare ſound of thy voice, in a chain or 
everlaſting obedience ! Muſt I only be 

Kill rebellious againſt- thy will? 'Fevers 
and palſies have their ears for thee, and 
yet my unruly ſpirit is not obedient. Alas, 
os this un of My: heart is ill mag 

+ verned 


ff 
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| | —  verned: it hath: violent paſſions; my 
. thoughts are wandering, and my reaſon 
i is ill obeyed. Shall ir never be like the 


houſe of this good centurion, where 
| every thing went by meaſure becauſe he 
= meaſured himſelf by thy commandments? 
O Lord, Iwill come refolutely, by a pro- 
found humility and an inward feeling of 
myſelf, ſince I am ſo contemptible before 
thine Eyes. I will come with charity to- 
wards theſe of my houſhold, and toward 
all:char-ſhall need me. O God of my 
heart, I beſeech thee, let nothing from 
- henceforth move in me, but only to ad- 
vunce my coming toward thee, who art 
the beginning ot all motions, and the 

a wy repoſe of _ 17 6 * move. 
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4 "Wherdia we are directed to anke for 
ino our enemies. 
Vo b have beund that it was ſaid, chat 
"1.3 ſhalt hoot thy neighbour, and hate thine: 
enen. But I ſay to you love our enemits; 
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them t hat perſecute and abuſe jou. that you 
may be the children of your fat her which is 
in heaven, who maketh the ſun to riſe upon 
good and bad, and raineth upon juſt and un- 
juſt. For if you love them that love you, 
what reward jhall-you have? Do not alſo 
the publicans this? And if you ſalute your 
brethren-only, | what do on more? Do not 
alſa t he beathens this? Be ou perfect there- 


e 45 1 Jour heavenly ander is fu — 
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Monairties. 


Man that loves nothing but accord- 
ing to his natural inclination, loves, 
_ like 2 beaſt, or an infidel. The beſt: 


ſort of love is that which is commanded, 


by. God, and is derived from judgment, 
Ge by reaſon and perfeRed by 
charity. Methinks it ſhould. be harder 
for a good chriſtian to hate than love, 
his enemy. Hate makes. him, our equal, 
whereas love placeth us quite above him: 
By hating a man's enemy, he breaks the, 
laws of God; he fights againſt the incar-, 
nation. of. Chriſt, which was acted to unite 


all things in the bond of loye: he gives, 
the * to the moſt bleſſed Euchariſt, 


. Ro 02 e whoſe 
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16 Fntertaimments for Lent. 
whoſe nature is to make the hearts of all 


chriſtians the ſame: he lives like another 


Cain in the world, always diſquieted by 
feeking revenge, and it is very death to 
him to hear of another man's proſperity : 
| Whereas, to love an enemy doth not bind 
us to love the injury he hath done us; 
for we muſt not conſider him as a male- 
factor, but as a man of our own nature, 
as he is the image of God, and as he is a 
_ chriſtian. God doth only command per- 
feet things, not impoſſible. That which 
is very hard to fleth and blood becomes 
- eaſy by the help of grace and reaſon: 


Our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, being 
= - the fatherof all harmony, can, and doth, 
= peconcile all contrarieties at his will * 


pleaſure. 
2. If revenge ſeem 85s the SS; 
&f K is moſt bitter: But there is nothing 


in the world more profitable than to par- 


don an enemy by imitation of our Sa- 


viour. For it is then that our conſcience 
can affure us to be the children of God, 
and inheritors of his glory. We muſt dor 
| ſeat to be deſpiſed for eſteeming virtue; 
ET fuch A can valy proceed from. 


thoſe 
S 
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thoſe who know not the true value of that 
glory which belongs to the juſt. There 
is no better way to revenge, than to leave 
it to God, who always doth his on bu- 
ſineſs. When David wept for Saul, who 
was his enemy, his clemency did inſen- 
ſibly make degrees, by which he mount- 
ed up to the throne of Judah. A good 
work which comes from the ſpirit of va- 
nity is like an empty mine, good for no- 
thing. God, whois inviſible, would have 
our Den turned always toward him, 
and blind toward the world. Alms given 
by the ſound of a trumpet make a great 
_ noiſe on the earth, but reap little fruit 
in heaven. The fly of vanity is a miſ- 
chievous ings which deſtroyg, all the 
perfumes of charity. What need we any - 
ſpectators of our good works? every 
place is full where. God is; and Where 
he is not, there only is ſolitudde. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


0 God of all holy alſections, when | 
hall I love all that thou loveſt, and 

have in horror all that dif) pleaſerh thy di- 
vine majeſty? If 1 cannot love in ſome 
N C "> perſon ' 


*% 


18 | Entertainments for Lent. 
perfon his defects and ſins, Iwill love in 
him thine image, and in that I will ac- 
knowledge thy mercies. If he be a piece 
of broken glaſs z in that little piece, there 
will thine ſome lines of a God-creator, 
and of a God-redeemer. If thou haſt 
choſen him to exerciſe my patience, why 
ſhould I make him the object of my re- 
venge, ſince he gives me trouble to gain 
me a crown? He is a hammer to poliſh 
and make me bright; Iwill not hurt him, 
but reverence the arm that ſtrikes me. Lre- 
ſign all vengeance into thy hands, ſince it 
is a right reſerved for thy almighty power. 
And certainly rhe beſt revenge I can take, 
is to gratify my enemy. Give unto me 


3 (O moſt merciful prince) the grace to 


ſffer, and let the ſacrifice of my ſuffer« 
i — 57 to thy Tony fe 


== The Goſpel for the firft Saturday in Liar: 


St. Matthew vi. 


Of che Apoſtles danger at ſea, and relief 
of our Saviour. | 
AND, D, when be had diſmiſſed them be 
is: went into the mountain to-pray ; and 
3 when it Ong the boat was in the 2 i 
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of the ſea, and himſelf alone on the land. 


And ſeeing them labour in rowing, for the 
wind was againſt them, and about the foarth 


| watch of the night, he cometh to them wall 


ing upon the ſea; and be would have paſe 
ſed by them But they, ſeeing bim walking | 
upon the fea, bought it was a ghoſt, and 
cried ont, for all ſaw him, ani were trou- 
bled. And immediately he talked with tbem, 
and ſaid to them, have confidence, It is I, 


fear ye not. Au be went up to them into 
the ſhip, and the wind ceuſed, aud they 
were far more aftonifſhed within themſolves, 


for they underffvod not ei * 1 
ere heart was blinded. 

And, when they bud: pf ee ie 
came into the und of Geneſareth, and ſet to 
the ſhore. And when they where gone out of 
the boat, incontineut, they knew bim, and 


running through tb whole country, t bey 


began 10 tarry about in courbes thoſe tha 


wers 1 at eaſe, where they heard he was: _ © 


And whithirſoever he entertd into towns; 
or into villages, or cities, they lala tbe r 
in the greets, and beſong bt him that they 
might touch the hem of big Sar ment; 000 


: as 2 11 as touched bim wert made whole. 


Mos 411. 


4 
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apron a painful thing | is it to 


row when Jeſus is not in the 
boat? all our travail is juſt nothing, with- 


out God's favour: A little blaſt of wind is | 


worth more than an hundred ftrokes. of 
oars. What troubleſome buſineſſes there 
are? how many, intricate families do la- 
bour much and yet advance nothing, be- 
cauſe God withdraws himſelf from their 
iniquities? If he do not build, the work- 
man deſtroys what he is building: but all 


7 falls out right to thoſe that embark them- 
ſelves with Jeſus. They may paſs to the 


Iodies in a basket, when others ſhall miſ- 
carry in a good ſhip well furniſhed. - 


- 2. But how comes it about that the ſhip - 


of the poor apoſtles is beaten ſo furiouſly 
by the winds and tempeſt? There are 
many ſhips. with ſilver beaks, with fine 
UI.nen ſales and ſilken tackles, upon which 
the ſea ſeems to ſmile. Do the waters re- 
ſerve their cholor only to vent it upon that 
ſhip which carries juſt perſons? This is 
the courſe. of man's life: the brave and 


oh 5 men * this world enjoy their 


wiſhes, 
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wiſhes, but their ſhip doth periſh in the 
harbour as it is ſporting 3: whereas God, 
by his providence, gives tempeſts to his 
elect, that he may work a miraculous 
calm by his Almighty power. Dangers 
are witneſſes of their floating, and com- 
bats are cauſes of their merit. Never think 
any man happy in his wickedneſs; ſor he 
is juſt like a fiſn that plays with the bait 
when the hock fticks faſt in his throat. 
We muſt wait and attend for help from 
heaven patiently, without being tired, 

even till the fourth, which is the 1a 
watch of the night. All which proceeds A 


from the hand of God comes ever in fie 


time; and that man is a great gainer by 


his patient attendance, who OY gets "= 


RY but perſeverance. - 

3. They know Jeſus very ill that take | 
| bim for a phanthom or an illuſion, and cry. 
out for fear of his preſence, which ſhould 
make them moſt rejoice; ſo do thoſe ſouls 
which are little acquainted with God, 
who live in blindneſs, and make much of 
their own darkneſs, Let us learn to diſ- 
cern God from the illuſions of the world: 
therempeſt ceaſeth when hedothapptoach, 
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and the quietneſs of our heart is a ſure 
mark of his preſence, which fills the ſoul 
with ſplendor and makes it à delicious 
garden. He makes all good Whereſoever 


he comes, and the ſteps which his feet leave 
are the bounties of his heart. To touch 


the hem of his garment cures all that are 
ſick; to teach us; that the forms which 
oover the bleſſed ſacrament are the frin es 


ot his hogan which. cures our ſina. 


WE 


11 


0 Lord, my; ſoul is in night rand 3 


neſs, and I feel that thou axt far 


from me. What billows of diſquiet ariſe 


within my heart? What idle thoughts, 


| which have been too much coanſideredꝰ 


Alas, moſt redoubted Lord and father of 
mercy, canſt thou behold, from firm land, 


. this. poor veſſel which Lads extream- 
ly, being: deprived of thy moſt amiable 
pteſence? I row. ſtrongly, but can ad- 
vance nothing, except thou come into my. 


ſoul. Come, O my adored maſter, walk 


upon this tempeſtuous ſea of my heart; 
aſcend into this poor veſſel; ſay unto me 


take courage," it is J. Think not that I 


* A; by ſhall 
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ſhall take thee for an illuſion; for I know 
thee too well by thy powers and baun 


ties to be ſo miſtaken. The leaſt thought 
of my heart will quiet itſelf to adore thy | 
ſteps. Thou ſhalt reign within me; thou 


ſhalt diſperſe my cares; thon ſhalt reco- 


ver my decayed ſenſes; thou ſhalt light- 


en my underſtanding ; thou ſhalt inflame 


my will; thou ſhalt cure all my infirmi- 


ties: and, to conclude, thou only ſhalt 
work in — and SA] will be wholly hug: % 


» Þ 
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The Goſpel Pe the WY Sunday # in Len, 
St. Matthew iv. he © 


of our Was 8 being tempted in in ae 


.. eee 
7 HEN Telus was led of. the n 1005 
the deſart, to be tempted. of the devil; 
and when he had fafted forty. days and ya 
nights, afterwards he was hungry and 
the tempter app-oached and ſaid to him, If 
thou be the ſon of God, command that theſe 


man live, but by every ret that tg 


ones be made bread who anſwered and: 
[aid, It is written; not by bread alone doth; 
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ben the devil took him up into the holy 
city, and ſet bim, upon the pinnacle of the 
temple; and ſaid to him, I thau be the ſon of 
| God caſt thyſelf down ; for it is written, that 
be will give his angels charge over thee, and 
in their hands ſhall they hold thee up, left 
perhaps thou knock thy foot againſt a ftone. 
Jeſus ſaid unto him again, it is written, 
_ Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy G. 

- Again the devil took him up into a very 
high mountain, and he ſhewed him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, 
and ſaid to him, All theſe will I give thee, 


if, falling down, thou wilt adore me. Then 
Jeſus {aid to him, Avoid Satan; for it is 


written, the Lord thy God ſhalt thou adore, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Then the De- 
vi left him, and behold en came ha x 


1 OE to as: 
750 U 8 ſuffered himſelf (o be tempt - 
ed faith St. Auguſtin, to the end he 
might ſerve for a mediator, for an exam- 


. # 


ple, and for a remedy to work our vic- 


tory over all temptations. We muſt fight 


on his ſide: Our lite i is 8.continual war- 
N F fare, 
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fare, and our days are champions which en- 
ter into the liſts. There is no greater temp- 
tation than to have none at all: Sleeping 


water doth nouriſh poiſon ; motion is the 


world's ſoul; fighting againſt temptations. 
is the ſoul of virtue, and glory doth ſpring. 
and bud out of tribulations. Virtue hin- 
ders not temptation, but ſurmounts it. 
Jeſus faſted, ſaith the ordinary gloſs, that 
he might be tempted, and is tempted be- 
cauſe he did ſaſt. He faſted forty days, 
„and then was hungry; ; he did eat with 
„his diſciples the ſpace of forty days after 
his reſurrection, without any more neceſ—- 
; | fity ot meat than the ſun hath of the earth's 
vapours; to make us thereby know, that 
it only appertained to him to teach that 
4 | great ſecret how to manage want and abun- 

dance, .by which Sr. Paul was glorified. 
2. The firſt victory over a temptation 
is to know that which tempts us. Some 

* temptations are gay and ſmiling : at their 
e beginning, as thoſe of love and pleaſure, 
+ [which end in terrible and bitter ſtorms: 
others are troubleſome and irkſome; 
others doubtful and intticate: others ra- 

pid and ſudgen, which ſeize upon their 
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prey like an eagle: others are cloſe and 
catching. Theſe are the ſnares of ſatan, 
who ſoams like a boar, roars like a lion, 
and hiſſeth like a ſerpent. We ſhould al- 
ways have an eye ready to mark from 
whence the temptation comes, whither it 
tends, what is the root of it, what the 
courſe, what the progreſs, and what pow- 
er it may have over our ſpirit, 
3. Solitude of heart, faſting,” prayer, 
the word of God, are weapons of an ex- 
cellent remper, which the word Incar- 
nate teacheth us to uſe in this conflict. 
Theſe things are to be uſed with diſere- 
tion by the counſel of a good director, to 
 whomaman muſt declare all his moſtſecret 
thoughts, and bear a breaſt of cryſtal to- S 
ward him, with a firm purpoſe to let him 
ſee all the inward motions of his heart. 
It is alſo good to note here, that our 
Lord would expreſly be tempted in that 
deſert which is between Jeruſalem and 
Jericho, where the Samaritan (mentioned 
in the parable) did pour wine and oil into 
the ſores of the poor wounded man; tc 
Teach us that by this combat he came tc 
cure che wounds of Adam and all his 
* ä race 
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race, in the very N where they were. 
received. 
4. Sin is killed by flying the WES 
of it. Abſence, reſiſtance, coldneſs, ſi- 
lence, labour, diverſion, have overcome 
many aſſaults of the enemy. Sometimes, 
a ſpider's web is ſtrong enough to pre- 
ſerve chaſtity, and at other times the thick 
walls of Semiramis are not ſuffcient. 
God governs all, and a good will to con- 
cur with him is a ttrong aſſurance in al! 
perils, and it will keep us mod, | 
x. | amidſt the flames of luſt... _ 1 ; 
5. Since ir imports us ſo much to Sat 3 


ol valiantly, let us bring the hearts of lions. 

MN Where is our chriſtianity, if we do not 

|| give teſtimony of it to God both by our _ ; 
* fidelity and courage? how many martyrs. 

59 have been roaſted and broiled becauſe they 

url would not ſpeak one ill word? What ho- 

ar nour can you expect by yielding at the 

ndl frſt entrance to a temptation Look not 


upon the violence of it, but contemplate | 
the crown which you ſhould gain by con- „ 
quering it: think at your entrance how — 9 
you will come off; and know, fot certain, 
that he who truly conſiders the conſe- 
* D 2 1 quence. 
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quence of a wicked action will never 
begin! Wl 

6. Lent is the ſpring time for ſanified 
reſolurions, it mortifies the body that the 


ſpirit may triumph; ; ir is a time of grace 


which tends to ſalvation and mercy. It 
imports extreamly to commend all toGod 
at the beginning: to fanctify this faſting, 


which is a part of our deyorion, we muſt 


abſtain from fleſh, and be content with 
one meal at feafonable hours, without 
making over large collations ; except age, 


infirmity or weakneſs, labour, or neceſ- 
ſtixy of other functions, ſhall diſpeuſe with 


our diet: for thoſe whp are unable to faſt, 
 ſaffer more by their diſability than others 
do by faſting. It is good to follow the 


counſel of Athanafius, whoadviſethto eat 
late and little, and at a table where is bur 


one ſort of meat. We muſt alſo faſt by 
abſtinence from vice. For to weaken our 
body, and yet noariſh our naughty paſ- 
ſiotis, is to faſt as the devils do, who eat 


nothing and yet devour the world by the 
rage of their malice. _ Sobriery is a ſtrem 


Which waters all virtues. Our ſoul and 


bod 225 are as che ler of an if you 
fe. | * 1 | 


1 
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» / le 
pull downthe one, you xaite up the other; 
and if you tame your fleſh, it makes the 
ſpirit reign and govern. 


"ASPIRATIONS, | | | 

Moſt merciful Lord, father andpro- 

tector of all my lite, how great are 

the temptations and ſnares whereunto I 

am ſubje& ; when Tear, drink, ſleep, when 
I do buſineſs, when I am both in conver- 
ſation and ſolitude? Whither ſhall this 

poor ſoul go which thou haſt thrown into 

a body ſo trail, ina world ſo corrupt, and 

amongſt the aſſaults of ſo many pernici- 
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for my guidance, and compaſſionate my 
infirmities: without thee Ican donothing, 
and in thee I can do all that I ought. Give 
me, O Lord, a piercing eye to ſee my. 
danger, and the wings of an eagle to fly 
from it, or the heart of a lion to fight 


W r 


ous enemies? Open, O Lord, thine eyes 


. valiantly, that I may never be wanting in 


it my duty and fidelity to thee. I owe all that 


e I am or have to thy gracious favour, ant 


m Iwill hope for my falvation, not by any 

d | proportion of my own virtues, which are 
Nu _ and lender, but by thy boundleſs _ 
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libefaliries, which en do crown all our 
good works. 


| The Goſpel for Monday the firft week in 


Lent, out of St. Matthew xv. 
Of the judgment 1 


ND when the ſon of man ſhall come 4s 
his majeſty, and all the angels with 
him, then ſhall he ſit upon the ſeat of his ma- 
Jefty. And all nations ſhall be gathered tage- 
ther before him, and be ſhall ſeparate them one 
from another, as the paſtor ſeparateth the 


IE ſheep from the goats: and ſhall ſet the ſheep 
2 bis night hand, bat the goats at bis left. 


Then ſhall the king ſay to them that ſball 


father, poſſeſs you the kingdom prepared for 
vou from the foundation of the world © for I 
was hungred, and you-gave me to cat 1 
was athirft, and you gave me to drink I 


us 4 ſtranger, and you took me in * naked, 


and you covered me . fick, and you viſited me. 


3s T was in priſon, and you came to me. Then 


Hall the juft anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when 
dig * e ans thee 9 85 and fed theg ? 


* Athirf, 
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; Entertain ments for Ten. 31 ' 
Atbirſt, and gave thee, drink? and when 
did we ſee thee a ranger, and took thee in? 


or naked, and covered thee ? or when did 


we ſee thee ſick, or in priſon, and came to - 
thee ? And the king anſwering, ſball ſay 2 
them, Amen, I ſay to von, as long as you 
did it to one of theſe my leaſt brethren, you 
did it to me. Then fhall he ſay unto them 
alſo that ſhall be at bis left band, ger you 
away from me, you curſed, into everlafting 8 
fire, which was prepared for the devil aud 
his angels: for I was hungred, and you gave © 
me not to eat © I was athirft and you gave 
me not t0 drink; I was a ftranger, and % 
wol me mit in naked, and you covered me 
not fith, and in rifon, and you did not 
viſit me. Then they alſo ſhall anſwer him, 


ſaying, Lord when did we fer thee an hun- 


gred, or athirſt, or a ſtranger, or naked, or 
Ark, or in priſon, and did not „uber to 
thee ? Then be Pall anſwer them, ſaying, 
Amen, I fay to you, as long as you did it 
not to. one of theſe leſſer, neither did you it to. 


me. And theſe pal go into puniſhment" ever. 
bafting, but the juſt into everlaſting lift. 
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>= Moxairitis: w" 
JEHOLD here a goſpel of great ter- 


ror, where our ſpirit, like the dove of 


N dab, i is placed upon the deluge of God's 
wrath, and knows not where tofind foot- 
ing. Every thing is moſt dreadful, but 
What can be more terrible than the cer- 

tainty of God's judgment, join'd withthe 
great uncertainty of the hour of our 


death ꝰ It is an unchangable decree, that 
we muſt all be preſented before the high 


tribunal of the living God, to render a 
juſt account of all which our ſoul hath 


done while it was joined with our body, 
as we are taught by Sr. Paul. We muſt 
make an account of our time ſpent, of our 
thoughts, words, actions: of that we 
have done, and that we have omitted: of 
lie, death, and of the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt , and thereupon receive a judg- 
ment of everlaſting life or death. All 
men know that this muſt certainly be 
done, but no man knows the hour or mo- 
ment when it ſhall be. So many clocks 
ſtrike about us every day, and yet none 


can let us ** the hour of our death. 
| 0 


55 ͤ Yr nf OY 


1 JI e wo „ r d 4 


„ K 


I 


7, & „ „ , , Hom SG ES... 


Entertainments for” Lon. 43 


2. O how great is the ſolicuds of aſoul 
in her ſeparation from. fo many great in- 
ticements of the world, wherein many 
men live, and in an inftant to ſee nothing 
but the good or ill we have done on ei- 
ther fide us; what an aſtoniſhment will 
it be for a man ſuddenly to ſee all thb ac- 
tions of his life, as upon a piece of tapiſ- 
try, ſpread before his eyes; where his 
ſins will appear like ſo many thorns, ſo 
many ee many venomous beaſts? 
Where will then be that cozening veil ot 
reputation, and reaſon of ftate; which as 
yet cover ſo many wicked'atious? The 


will moft vex her, wimeſſng 0 a 
what ſhe hath done. 


3. O what a parting whe: is „en 5 


judgment, which in a moment ſhall ſepa- 
rate the metals ſo differem ? O what a di- 

viſion will then be made of fome men 
which now live upon the earth? Some 


and others like coals 
burning in hell. 0 what a dreadful change 


wil eb ton damned ſoul ROSEN: 
5 diaa 


ſoul ſhall, in that day of God, be ſhewed _ 
naked to all the world, and her on eyes 


ſhall be made clear and bright like th 
ſtars of heaven, | 
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tion from this life, to live only in the 


company of devils, in that piercing ſenſe 
of torments, and eternal puyiſhment ? It 
is a very troubleſome thing to be tied with 
ſilken ſtrings in a bed of roſes for the 
ſpace of eight days together. What may 


we then think of a damned ſoul, which 
muſt dwell in a bed of flames ſo long as 


there ſhall be a God? 


4. Make uſe of the time given you to 


work your ſalvation, and live ſuch a life 
as may end with a happy deatb, and ſo 


avoid the rigour of God's judgments, than 
to fear them continually. Imitate the tree, 


mentioned in an emblem, which being 
defign'd to make a ſhip, and finding itſelf 
wind-ſhaken as it grew upon the land, ſaid, 
what will become of me in the ſea? If we 


be already moved in this world by the bare 
conſideration of the puniſhment due to fin, 


think hat it will be in that vaſt ſea 40d 


e 1 of God's judgment. 


der- | 


obtain that favourable judgment which 
- ſhall ſay, come, O thou ſoul, bleſſed of 
Cod my father, poſſeſs the kingdomwhich 
is prepared for thee from the beginning of 
_thexworld:; There is no better means to 
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Asvrzd trons. 2 Pp 


| 0 King of dreadful majeſty, who doc 
juſtly damn, and undeſervedly ſave 


1 


ſouls; ſave me, O fountain of mercy. Re- 


member thyſelf, ſweet Jeſus, that I was _ 


the cauſe of that great journey which 


thou tookeſt from God to man; and do 
not deſtroyme i in that dreadtul day which 


muſt decide the queſtion. of my life or 
death for all eternity. Take care of my 
laſt end, ſince thou art the cauſe of my be- 

ginning and the only cauſe of all that I am. 


O father of bounties, would'it thou ttop a 

mouth which deſires ſo earneſtly to praiſe 
and confeſs thee everlaſtingly? Alas, 0 
eternal ſweetneſs, wouldſt thou damn a 
ſoul which hath coſt chee ſo much ſweat 
and blood, giving it forever to thoſecruel 


and accurſed powers of darkneſs? rather, 


O Lord, pierce my heart with ſuch a fear 
of thy judgments, that I may always 
dread and never feel them: if I forget, 
awake my memory; if I fly from thee re- 


call me again: if I defer my amendment, 


_ ſtay for me; if I return, do not deſpiſe 
* but open thoſe arms of Mercy 


; which 


36 1 Lent. 


which thou didft ſpread jupon the croſs 
with ſuch rigorous juſtice againſt thyſelf, 
| There my fins. , . 


The Gelyel for Tueſday the fir week in 
\ Lent, out of St. Matthew xxi. 


F Drove the buyers and ſellers out uf 
___ the remple. 
ND when be was entred Feruſelem, 
Cl whole city was moved, ſaying, who 
= this ? And the people ſaid, this is Jeſus 
the prophet of Nazareth in Galilee. And 
Jeſus entred into the temple of God and caſt 
out all that ſold and bought in the temple, 
and tbe tables of the bankers, and the chairs 


e them that [old pidgeons he overthrew ; 


and he ſuid to them, it is written, my houſe 
all be called the bouſe of prayer, but you 


dave made it a den of thieves. Aud there 


came to him the Mind and the lame in the 


Tetenple, and be bralad them. And tbe chief 


 Prieffs and ſcribes, ſeting the marvelaus 
things that be did and the cbildrem crying iu 
abe temple, and ſaying, Heſauna to the ſon of 


David, they ba indignation, and ſaid to 
bim, beareſft thou what:theſe jay © Aud Je- 
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fas ſaid to them, very well ; have you never 
read that out of the mouths of infants: and 
ſuc klings thou haſt perfect ed praiſe? And 
leaving them he went forth ont of the city 
into Bethayia and remained there. 


MozAtiTIES. 


x. FESUS, entering into Jeruſalem, 


went ſtraighttothe temple, as a good 


ſon goes to his father's houſe, as a high 


prieſt to the ſanEtuary, and as a ſacrifice to 
the altar. He doth very lively intereſt 
himſelt in the goods of his heavenly father, 
and chaſeth out every profane thing out of 
that ſacred place, to give thereby glory to 


the living God, and to put all things in 0 


order. It is a wicked ſtain to religion when 
ecclefiaſticalperſons are vicious and hen 
churches are profat d. Saint Chryſoſtom 
ſaith, that prieſts are the heart of the 


church, but when they are wieked they 


turn all into fin. A decaying tree hathal- 
ways ſome ill quality about the root; foi 
when any people are without diſeiptins! 


the paſtors are without virtue. The wantof 
reverence in Churches begets the con- 
tempt of God; they cannot have Jes OR 


PM... E their | 
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their hearts when they give him affronts 
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even in his own temple. | 

2. His houſe, ſaith he, is a houſe of 
prayer; but your heart ſhould be the ſanc- 
tuary, and your lips the door. So long as 
you are without the exerciſe of prayer you 
ſhall be like a bee without a ſting, which 
can make neither honey nor wax. Prayer 
is the chiefeſt and moſt effectual means of 


that angelical converſation to which God 


calls us by the merits of his paſſion, and 


by the effects of his triumphant reſurrec- 


tion. It is the ſacred buſineſs which man 


hath with God; and. to ſpeak with St. Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, it is the art to make our 


ſauls divine. Before all things you muſt 
put into an order the number, the times 


the place, the manner of your prayers; 
and be ſure that you pay unto God this tri- 
bute with reſpe&, fervor and perſever- 

ance. But if you defire to make a very 


good prayer, learn betimes to make a 


prayer of all your life. Incenſe hath no 
ſmell without fire, and prayer is of no force 


without charity. A man muſt converſe in- 


nocently, purely, with men, that deſires 


0 treat worthily with God. 


0 ö | 


3. Keep | 
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Entertai nmonts for Lent. 39 
3. Keep your perſon and your houſe 
clean from ill managing all holy things, 
and from thoſe irreverences which are 
ſometimes committed. in churches: It is a 
happy thing for a man to be ignorant of 
the trade of buying and ſelling benefices, 
and to have no intercourſe with the tribu- 
nals of iniquity. Many other ſins are writ- 
ten in ſand, and blown away with a ſmall 
breath of God's mercy ; but the faults of 
ſo great impiety are cary\d upon a corner 
of the altar, withagraver of ſteel, or with 
a diamond point, as the prophet faith; He 
deſerves to be made: eternally culpable 
who dries. up the fountain which ſhould 


- waſh bimſelt, or poiſons the ſtream bien 
he bit uu driuk, or contaminates 
the facraments. W- Siren bing 10 


may he! foul, | > 
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thy eminent height, canſt pray to no 
2 and yet by thy divine wiſdom 
makeſt all the world pray to thee. Give 
me the giſt of prayer, ſince it is the mother 


5 of f wiſdomns the ſeal of virginity, the ſanc - 


E 2 | N 


\PIRIT of God, which, by e 1 


| Woe - TT 
3 g bile rhe fiew of Fonas the prophet - for as 


2 bree nights; ſo fball che ſon of man be itt the 
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tuary of our evils and fountain of all our 
good. Grant that I may adore thee in 8 
{piric wich reverence, ſtedfaſtneſs, and h 


perſeverance; andit'ic be thy divine plea- 20 
ſure that I pray unto thee as I ought, in- t. 
ſpire unto me, by thy virtue, ſuch pray - 7 
ers as chou wilt hear by thy bounty. a 
Thy! Goſpel: for Wedneſday be Frs week a 
of Len, out of St. Matthew xii. 7 
Phe phariſdes demand a ga of Jeſus. | a 
_ anſwered bim certain of the f. 
ſeribes andpharifoes, ſaying, maſter, uw ||| | 


world fee's fige from: e + ace 
and ſaid 20 when; = 771 


q uʒñũ und a fign ſball not be given it, 
Jonas was in be tubulr s holiy three days and 


Heart of thegarth three days and throe nig his. 
_ The men of Nineveh ſballriſe in the judgment 


with this generation, and ſpall condemn i, 
©  becauſe.tbey did penance at the preaching of 
3 Jos eee Jonas here. The 
guten 


/ | 
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queen of the ſoath ſhall riſe in the judgment 
with this generation, and ſhall condemn it 
becauſe ſbe came from the ends of the earth 
to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, and behold more- 
than Solomon here. Anda when an unclean ſpi- 
rit ſhall go out of a man he walketh through 
ary places, ſeeking ref and findet h none. 
Then he ſaith, I will return into my houſe 
whence I came out; and coming he findeth it 
vacant, ſwept with beſoms, and trimmed; 
then goeth he, and taketh with him ſeven 
other ſpirits: more wicked than himſelf, aud 
they enter in and dwell there ; and the laſt of 
that man be made worſe than the fit. & 

ſhall it be alſo to this wicked generation. 
As he was yet ſpeaking to the multitude, - 
bebold his mother and: his. brethren ſtood 
without, ſeeking to ſpeak to him; and oneſaid- 
unto him, behold thy mother and thy bret h. 
ren ſtand without. ſ, ceking. thee. : But be an- 
fagering him that told bim, ſaid, .uha. Fs my 
mother, and who. are my bret hren And 
Bretching forth his hand upon his fiſtiples; s 
ſaid, behold my mother and my let hren, 
for: whoſoever. ſpall, do the. ill of h, fagher,* - 
that. i in heaven; 5h is ay As ang” : 
Her; aud notbhngd 
i E 3 | 258 EA 
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| Moxatrries, 

ya | 2 very ill ſign when we de- 

fire ſigns to make us believe in 

God. The ſigns which we demand to for- 

tity our faith, are oft times marks of our 

_ Infideliry. There is not a more dangerous 

Plague in the events of worldly affairs, 

than to deal with the devil, or to caſt na- 

tivities. All theſe things fill men with 

more faults than knowledge. For divine 

oracles have more need to be revereuced 

than interpreted. He that will find God 

muſt ſeek him with ſimplicity and profeſs 
n. / him with piety. 

'$ 2. Some require a ſign, and yet be- 

teen heaven and earth all is full of figns. 

How many creatures ſoever there ate, 

== they are all ſteps and characters of the di- 

. vinity. What a happy thing 1 is it ro ſtudy 

What God i is by the volume of time, and 

3 chat great book of the world ? There | 

. ts not (Þ: mall a flower of the meadows, | 

Bor ſo little a creature upon earth, Which. 

r doch not tell us ſome news of bim. He 2 

: ſpeaks in our ears by all-creatures, Which 

Are ſo many ofgan pi pes to convey his ſpi- : 

Tit and voice to us. Bae he hath no ſigu ſo 1 

AA — | gre eat : 
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great as the word incarnate, which carries 
all the types of his glory and power. 


oſity, our knowledge, our admiration and 
dur love; becauſe in him We can be ſure 
to find all our repoſe and con ſolation. 

3. Are we not very miſerable, fince we 
know not our own good but by the Joſs 
of it, which makes us efteem ſo little of 
thoſe things which we have in our hands? | 


The Ninevites did hear old Fonas the pro- 


phet: The queen of Sheba came from far 
to hear the wiſdom of Solomon: Feſus 
ſpeaks to us uſually from the pulpits, from 
the altars ; in our converſations, in qur at. 


fairs and recreations: and yet we donor 


ſufficiently eſteem his words nor inſpira- 
tions. A ſurfeited ſpirit miſlikes honey, 
and is diſtaſted with manua, ray ing after 
the rotten pots of Egypt. But it is the laſt 
and worſt of All 41ls £6 deſpiſe our own 
good. Todo much confidence is mother bf 


an approaching danger: A man muſt Leeb 
himſelf: from relapſes, which are worſe 


chan ſins, which are the greateſt evily'of 3 
the world; he that loves danger mall pe. 
Ik in ic. Thel firil fin brings with ou 


et i devil, | 


About him only ſhould be all our curt> .- 
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devil, but the ſecond brings ſeven. There 
are ſome who vomit up their ſins as the 
ſea doth cockles, to ſwallow them again. 
Their life is nothing but an ebbing and 
flowing of ſins, and their moſt innocent 
retreats are a diſpoſition to iniquity. For 
as boiled water doth ſooneſt freeze, be- 
cauſe the cold works upon it with the 
greater force, ſo thoſe little fervors of 
_ . devotion which an unfaithful ſoul feels in 
confeſſions and receiving, if it be not re. 
ſolute quite to forſake wickedneſs, ſerve. 
for nothing elſe but to provoke the wick 
ed ſpirit to make a new impreſſion upon 
her: It is then we have moſt reaſon to fear 
God's juſtice, When we deſpiſe his mercy. 
We become neareſt of kin to him when 


his ordinances are followed by our man- 


8 pow our lite W his Beech. * 
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\ Word: incarnate, , the great ſign of 
thynheavenly father, Who carrieſt 
| allzhemarks of thigglaryand all the cha 
raQters> of his powers: It is thou alonꝭ 
hom l feeky whom 1 eſteem and honour}; 
alb chat 1 fek, all 1 under ſtand, all that 
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I feel, is nothing to me, if it do not carry 
thy name, and take colour from thy 
deauties, or be animated by thy ſpirit. 

Thy converſation hath no trouble, and 
thy preſence no diſtaſte. O let me never 
loſe by my negligence what I poſſeſs by 
thy bounty. Keep me from -relapfes, 
keep me from the ſecond gulph and fe- 
cond. hell of Sin. He is too blind chat 
profits nothing by experience of his own 
wickedneſs, and by a full —— 
may bounties, 


_= / 


The Goſpel for Tray the ffs * is 
ws out of . Matthew KV,” 


% e wen of 


fv: Jeſus went forth from Pf 
and retired into the quarters of Due 
an Siuon. Aud bebold à woman of Canaan 
came forth out of theſe confts, and erying out, 
ſaid to him, Huve meroy on me, O Lorid, the 
fon of David, my daughter is ſore vexed of = 
u Het ; who anſwered ber not a word. An 
his diſciples came and beſoug hr him, ſaying 
diſmiſs her, becauſe ſhe crieth out after us <. 
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And he anſwering, ſaid : I was not ſent but 
for the ſheepthat ate loft of the houſe of Iſrael. 
But ſhe came and adored him, ſaying, Lord 
help me ' whoanſwering, ſaid ; it is not good 
to take the bread of. children, and to caſt it to 
the dogs : but ſhe ſaid, yea, Lord; for the 
dogs alſo: eat of the crumbs that fall from the 
tables of their maſters. Then Jeſus anſwer- 
ing, ſaid to her, O waman, great is thy 
faith, be it done tot hee as thou wilt and her 

' #aughter was made whole from that hour. fh 


MorALITIES. G0 
(noni: Jeſus Chriſt, after his on 
great and wondrous deſcenc from I oft 
8 to earth; from being infinite to be ¶ the 


finite ; from being God, to be man; uſed fin 
many {ſoarel Ln OY ſalvation of the pr: 


World. And bebold, entring tportketron- I dr: 
tiers of Tyre and Sidon, he was: pleaſed G 
to conceal himſelf: but it is very hard to ey 
àuvoid the curioſity of a woman, Whoſeek- her 

ing his preſence, was thereby certain to Iwo 
find the full point of her felicity. A very I ſpe: 
- Cmall' beam of illumination reflecting ¶ hin 
upon her caried her out of her country, I wh 


and a little ſj park of light brought h her to wh 
, ah find | 
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find out the clear ſtreams of truth. We 
muſt not be tired with ſeeking God; and 
when we have found him his preſence 
ſhould not diminiſh but increaſe our deſire 
to keep him ſtill, We are to make en- 
trance into our happineſs by taking faſt 
hold of the firſt means offered for our ſal- 
vation, and we muſt not refuſe or loſe a 
good fortune which. knocks at our door. 
2. Great is the power of a woman when 
ſhe applies herſelf to virtue; behold, at 
one inſtant, how one of that ſex affails 
God and the devil; prevailing with the 
one by ſubmiſſion, and conquering the 
other by command : and he which gave 
the wide ſea arms to contain all the world, 
finds his own arms tied by the chains of 
prayer which himſelf did inſpire. She 
draws unto her, by a pious violence, the 
God of all ſtrength; ſuch was the ferven- 
cy of her prayer, ſuch was the wiſdom of 
her anſwers, and ſuch the faith of her 
words. As he paſleth away without 
ſpeaking, ſhe hath the boldneſs to call 
him to her; whilſt he is ſilent, ſhe prays; 
„when he excuſeth himſelf, ſhe adores him; 
0 vhen he refuſech her ſuit, ſhe draws him 
. SY, to 


ance of deſpair, her hope remain'd con- 


to her. Tobe ſhort, ſhe is ſtronger than the 
patriarch Jacob; for when be did wreſtle 
with the angel he returned lame from the 
conflict; but this woman, after ſhe. had 
been ſo powerful with God, returns 
 firaight to her houſe, there to ſee her 
victories and poſſeſs her conqueſts. 

3. Mark with what weapons ſhe over- 
came the greateſt of all conquerors; cha- 
rity drew her from home to ſeek health 
for her daughter, becauſe like a good 
Mother, ſhe loved her not with a luxu- 

rious love; but in her afflicton, feeling 
her dolours, by their paſſionate reflection 
upon her heart. Her faith was planted on ſo 
firm a rock, that amongſt all the appear- Pe. 


ſtant. Humility did effe&t, that the name 
of dog was given her for a title of glory, 
ſhe making profit of injuries, and con- 
verting into honeur the greateſt contempt 
df her perſon, Her words were low-and 
humble; bur her faith was wondrous high, 
ſince in a moment ſhe chaſed away the de- IU 
uil, ſaved · her daughter, and changed the I. 
word dog into the name of a ſheep of 
r as Sedulius writes. Perſe- f 
verence © 
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verence was the laſt of her virtues in the 
combat, but itavas the rſt which gain d | 

her crown. If yon will imitate. her in 
theſe four virtues, love, faith, humi lity, 
and perieverence, they are the principal 
materials of which the body of your rer | 
ſection muſt be compounded. YT 


ASPIRATIONS, 


O Jeſus Chriſt, ſon of Davis, I remem- 
| ber well that thy forefather did by 

his harp chaſe away a devil from Saul: 
And wilt not thou, who art the father of 
all bleſſed harmonies, drive away from. 
me fo many little ſpirits of affectious, ap- 
petites and paſſions, which trouble and 
diſcompoſe my heart; this poor ſoul; 


daughter of thine infinite bounties, is 


many wicked ſpirits; but it hath none 
d vorſe than that of ſeli- love. Look upon 
b, 81 ©. Lord, with thine eyes of mercy; - 


u art the word. Rather call me dog, 

b I may be ſuffered to gather up the 12 
do Which fall from thy table. Whats 
KS. F 4 | 


_ 


= 


Which is the breath of thy mouth, and 


like the ſun. under a cloud poſſeſſed with 


inde tor away with ſilence, ſince. © 
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ſoever proceeds from thy mouth is ſacred, 
and muſt be taken by mo as a relic. If 
thou ſay I ſhall obtain my deſire, I ſay I 
will have no other than what thou in- 
ſpireſt; and I can be contented with no- 
thing but what ſhall be 22455 blefſed will 
and pleaſure. -. | 752 


( 

The Goſpel for Friday the « fel week in f 
Tem, St: 10 v. i 4 

| Of the probatic pond. 7 
PF: 7 ER theſe things there Was a : 
feſtival day of the Jews,” ' and Jeſus 85 


went up to Jeruſalem and there was at 

Jeruſalem, upon Probatica, a pond, which 
uin Hebrew is named Bethſada, having five 
porc hes. In theſe lay a great multitude of fuck 
perſons, of blind, lame, withered, eapecting 
the ſtirring of the water. And an angel of 
our Lord deſcended at a certain time into the 
pond, and the water was frirred. And he 
that had gong down firſt into the pon, after 
* the ftirring of the water, was made ꝛnbolt 
of whatſoever infirmity he was holden. And 
ow" Was @ certain man e had been 
127 A 


h. 
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eig bt and thirty years iu this infirmity. Him 


when Jeſus had ſeen lying, and knew that be 
had been now a long time in that caſe, he 
ſaid to him, Wilt thou be made whole? The 
Hel man rauſwered him, Lord, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me into 
the. pond : for ii I come another goeth 
down vefore me. Jeſus ſaid. to him, ariſe, 
take up thy bed and walk. And forthwith be 
was made hole and hs took up bis bed, 
and walked. And it wasthe ſabbath that 2 
The Jews therefore ſaid to him that was 
bealed, it js the ſabbath, 1 thou mayſt not take 
up thy bed. He anſwered them, be that made 


me whole, he ſaid to me, 1 take up thy bed and 


walk. 7 bey asked him therefore, what is 
that man that ſaid to thee take up thy bed 


and walk? But he that was made whole. ; 


knew not who it was: for Jeſus ſprunt aſide 
from the multitude ftanding in the' place. 
Afierwards Feſus finding him in the temple, = 
ſaid to him, Behold, thou art made whole ; 
An no more, leſt ſome worſe thing chance to 
thee. That man went his way and told the 
Jews that it was Jeſus that mage him whole, 


! 
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© "MoxattTIES. 
AL L the world is but one great hoſ- 
pital, wherein fo many perſons lan- 
guiſn, expecting the moving of che warer, 
and the time of their good fortune. The 
angels of earth, which govern our for- 
tunes go not 0 faft as our deſires. But 
Jeſus, who is the great angel of council, 
is always ready to cure our maladies, to 
fapport our weakneſs, and make perfect 
our virtues. We need only to follow his 
motions and infpirations. to meet with 
everlaſting reſt. It is a Jamentable thing 
that ſome can patiemly expe the barren 
favours 'of men'twenty or. chirty years 
together, and yet ill not continue three 
days in prayer to ſeek the ineftimable 


graces of God. 
2. The firſt ftep we muſt Wehe opus 


5 our ſalvation, is, to deſire it. That man is 


wiorthy to de eternally ſiek who fears no- 


thing elſe but the loſs of his bodilyhealth. 

Men generally do all chat they poffibly 
can ro cure their corporal infirmities ; 
they abide a thouſand vexations, which 
are bur too certain, to recover a health 


which i is moſt uncertain. And as for the 
ö paſſions 


% 


v5 % _—_— at * 
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| paſſions of the mind, ſome love the fevers N 
of their own love, and their worldly am- 


bition, above their own life. They ſuck 
the head of a venomous aſp, and are kill- 
ed by the tongue of a viper. They will 
not part with that which kills them; and 
if you take trom them the worm which 
makes them itch, or the Executioner who. 

doth indeed torment them, they believe 
you take away the chiefeſt of their feli- 

city. Happy is that ſoul which holds no- 
thing ſo dear in this world but will for- 
fake it willingly to find God, and will 
ſpare nothing to gain paradiſe. e 
3. There is nothing more common, nor 

ſo rare, as man. The world is full of vi- 
cious and unprofitable men: But to find 
one very compleat in all good things, is 
to find a direct Phoenix. There are more 
buſineſſes without men than men without 
buſineſſes. For how many charitable em- 


ployments might many lazy and idleper- 


ſors find out? So many poor menus affairs 


continue at a ſtand, ſo many miſerable 


creatures languiſh; 10 many deſolate per- 

ſons long to find ſome man, who, with 

2 5 trouble to himſelf, would take ſmm 
"5 = 3 nals 8 
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ſmall care of their affairs, and wake up a 
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little piece of their ſortunes. Jeſus is the 
man of God deſired of all ages; to him 


we muſt apply ourſelves, ſince he is both 


liſe. and truth. By him we may come to 


all happineſs, by him we may live in the 
fountains and ſtreams of life, and in him we 
may contemplate the chiefeſt of all truths, 


ASPIRATIONS. 


W. H AT patience have I in commit- 


ting fins, and how impatient am 


= my ſufferings for them? I am eyer moſt 


ready to execute vice, and unwilliag to 


abidethe puniſhment. O good God, there 


— 


are many years in which I have ie 
an inclination to this diforder, to that tin, 


My ſoul is bound as it were with iron 
chains in this unbappy bed; will there be 


_— angel | to move the water for me? But 


art not thou the Lord and prince of angels? 


Then I moſt humbly beſeech thee, Qblefl- 
j ed Saviour, to command, and by thy only 
word my affairs will go well, and receive 
a happy diſpatch; my body will become 


| ſound, my ſoul innocent, my beit. 4 


i, and my lite an RIS} glory. 


"De 
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The Gofpel for Saturday the frft week in 


Lent, and the Sunday follow 5 bur F 
Kt. Matthew xvli. 


Of the txnebearaion. of our Lord. 


A ND after fix days Feſus taketh unto 
him Jet and James, and John bis 
brother, and * bringath them into 4 bigb 
mountain apart; and he was transfigured 
befors them. "And bis face gid ſhine as the 
ſan, and his garments became white as ſnow. 
And behold there appeared te them Moſes 
and Elias talking with him. And Peter an- 


fwering, ſaid to Feſus, Lord, it is good for 8 


es to be here; if than wilt, let us male here 


and one for Elias. And as he was yet ſpeak- - 


ing, behold a bright claud overſhadowed 


| 

: 

0 

2 

d three tabernac les; one for thee, one r for Moſes, | 
1, 

n 

e 

*. 


them - and io A voice out of the cloud, fays - 


ing, This is ty beloved fon, in whom I am. 0 1 


well pleaſed, hour ge bim. And the diſti. 
no hearing it, fell upp thiir face, and were 


| hes, ;' aud he ſaid to t hem, ariſe, and feas 
nat. And tbey lfting ap iherr' eyes, ſaw no 


_ whe v10unt, Jeſus commanded them, 
Jong, 


fare -afraid:; And. Jeſus came and touched 5 


body ut only Je ſus. And an they deſcended 


glory; Moſes and Elias both appear in 


alles koow: him. I the; Hebrews 


as St. Luke ſaith, were ſeen in glory and 
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ſaying, tell the viſion to no body till the few 
of man be riſen Fo the dead. 


6 3 


＋ H E words of the prophet Hoſea 
are accompliſhed ; the nets and 
toils planted on monnt Tabor, not to 
catch birds bur hearts. The mountain 
which betore was a den of tygers and 
panthers (accerding to the ſtory) is now 
beautified by our Saviour, and becomes 
a place full of ſweetneſs and raviſhments. 
Jeſus appears transfigured in the high 
- robes of his glory. The cloud made him 
a pavilion of gold, and the fun made his 
face ſhine itſelf. The heavenly facher doth 
acknowledge his ſon as the true prince of 


_ *brightneſs, the one bearing the tables of 
the law and the other carried in a burning 
chariot, as Origin ſaith, which made the 


bad certain figures of the moſt. famous 
men of their nation in books. They both, 


majeſty, Which fell upon them by re- 
flexion of the beams which came from 


* 
the body of Jeſus, who is the true foun- 
tain of | brightneſs, The | apoſtles loſe 
themſelves in the deliciouſneſs of this 
great ſpectacle; and by ſeeing more than 
they ever did, defired 10 lofe their eyes. 
So the world is moſt contemptible to him 
that knows how to value God as he ought. 
So many fine powders, fo many pendatns 
and favours of glaſs, ſo imanny towers 
and columns of dirt plaiſter'd over with 
gold, are followed by a million of idola- 
ters. To conctude, ſo many /worldly 
jewels are like the empty imaginations of 
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of truth. Let us rely upon the word (ſaĩth 


a ſick ſpirit, not enlightened by thebeame 


Sc. Auguſtine) which remains for ever, i bo 


While men paſs like the water of a foun- 


tain, Which hides itſelf in the, ſpring, | 


ſhe vs itſelf in the ſtream, and loferh itſelf 
ar laſt | in the ſea. But God is always 15 
himſelf; there needs no tabernacle made 
by the hands of man to remain with him, 
for in paradiſe he is boch nen and 2 
the temple. | 
2. Tabor is yet bot 2 ſmall. partern, 
we muſt get all the piece; we muſt go to 
as eee angels and brightneſs, where 
dhe 


9 
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the tabernacles are not made by the hands 

of men. There we ſhall ſee the face of 

the living God clearly, and at full: There 

the beauties ſhall have no veils to hide 

them from us: our being ſhall have no 

end: our knowledge will not be ſubject 

to error, nor our loves and affections to 

diſpleaſure. O what a joy will it be to 

enjoy all, and deſire nothing; to be a 

en without a ſucceſſor; to be a 

king without an enemy; to be rich with- 

out covetouſneſs; to negotiate without 

money, and to be ever living without 
ſiear of death. _ Sor ett 

3. But who can get up to this mountain, 

A except he of whom the propher ſpeaks, 

who hath innocent hands and a clean 

heart? who hath not redeived his ſoul of 

Dod in vain, to bury it in worldly pelt? 

To follow Jeſas we muſt transform our- 

ſelves into him, by hearipg and follow- 


ing his doctrine, ſince God the father pro— ſÞ 
poſes him for the teacher of mankind, ( 
and commands us to hearken unto him. 
We muſt follow his examples, ſince thoſe * 
are the originals of all virtues. The beſt 


. we can practiſe in this world, is that 
| [of Fe 


; 
f 


_ 7 


of transfiguration ; and we may do it by 
reducing our form to. the form. of our 
Lord, and walking upon earth like men in 
heaven: Then will the ſun. make us ha ve 


ſhining faces when purity ſhall accompany 
all our actions and intentions; Our cloaths 
ſhall be as white as ſnow, when we 


once become innocent in our converſa- 
tions ; we ſhall then be raviſh'd like the 


apoſtles; and after we have been at mount 
Tabor, we ſhall be blind to the reft of the 


World, and ſee nothing but Jeſus. Ir is 
moreover to be noted, that our Saviour 
did at that time entertain himſelf with 


diſcourſe of his great future ſufferings, 
and of his death, to teach us that his 


croſs was the ſtep by which he mounted 


up to beatitrude, | + 


ASPIRATIONS. 


PR Bleſſed palace, O magnificent Tabor, 


which this. day didſt hold upon thee 
the prince of glory; I love and admire - 
thee, but I admire ſomewhat elſe above 
thee: It is the Heavenly Jeruſalem, that 


triumphant company, that face of God); 
Whore all I hos beauties are, Which ſhall 


| _ never 


\ 
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never ceaſe to be beauties. It is for that 
Ive, for that I die, for that I languith 
wich a holy impatience. O my Jeſus, my 
moſt benign Lord, transform me then 
jato thee, chat I may thereby be trans- 
formed imo God. It I have carried the 
earthly image of Adam, why fthould I nor 
alſo carry the form of eſus > Catch me, 
© Lozd, within thoſe” tiſſued nets, and 
golden rotls of brightneſs, which thou 
didſt plant upon this facred mountain. Ir 


Is there 1 would leave mine eyes, it is 


| there I refolve to breathe out my foul. 1 
ask no tabernacles ro be there built 


ſor me, 1 have long ſince contemplated 
cy heart, O father of eſſences and all 


bounties as the moſt n abode of 


way eternity. * 


_ The Goh ene th bene week 58 


Lent, K. John vil. 
Jeſs an uno the Jews, where I go, 
ye cannot come. 


uit in your fin; Whither I go, you cannot 


ate: AFC + Hong Ee tome. 
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JEnin TOAD Feſus ſaid unto how, 
T go, and yon fall feek:me, and ſhall. 


W 
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come. The Jews therefore ſaid, why ? ui, 
he kill bimſelf - becauſe he ſaith, whither I 
go, you cannot come. Aud he ſaid to them, 
you are of this world, I am not of this world. 
Therefore ] ſay to you, that you ſball die in 
our fins. For if you believe not that I am 
he, ye ſhall die in your fins. They ſaid there- 
fore to him, Who art thou? Feſus ſaid to 
them, The beginning, who alſo ſpake to you. 
Many things I have to ſpeak and judge of 
, but he that ſent me is true aud what 
I have heard of him, theſe things I ſpeak in 
the world. And they knew not that he ſuid 
to them, that his father was GO. Feſtus | 
therefore ſaid to them, when you ſpall have 
exalted the ſor of man, then you ſball know 
that I am he; and of myſelf I do nothing, 
but as the aber hath taught me. "theſe 
things I ſpeak, and he that ſent me is with 
me + and he hath not left me aloe, herauſe 
the vere that "og him I do n 


elt Monaitoies. | AF 
O of the greateſt misfortunes of 


our life is, that we never ſuffict- - 


ently know our own good till we loſe it. 
= Fegly from that we ſhould ſeek; we ſeek 
* 8 5 that 
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that we ſhould avoid; and never begin to to 

bewail our loſſes but when they are not 
to be recovered, Thoſe Jews poſſeſſed an 

ineſtimable treaſure, by the preſence and 
converſation of the {on of God; but they 
ſer light by it, and ſo ar laſt they lament- 
ed amongſt eternal flames what they 
would nor ſee in ſo clear a light. Let 
us take heed of deſpiſing holy things, 
and avoid hardneſs of heart, which is a 
gulph of unavoidable miſchiefs, 

2. It is ſtrange that God is ſo near us, 
and yer we ſo far from him. That which 
hinders us from finding him, is, becauſe 
he is above, and we below. We are too 
much for the world; too faſt nailed to 
the earth; too much bound to our ſuper- 
fluous buſineſs and cares of this life; and 
too much ſubject to our own appetites, 
He muſt not be a ſla ve to his body, that 
pretends to receive good from God, who 


is a ſpirit: He muſt not embark himſelf 


deeply into worldly matters, who defires 
the ſociety of angels. He mutt paſs from 
his ſenſe, to his reaſon; from. reaſon to 
grace; from grace to glory. If you de- 

1 to find POP U ſor him as the 


three 


Entertainments for Leut. 63 
three kings did, in the manger, in his 
humility: look for him, as the bleſſed vir- 
gin did, in the temple, in his piety: ſeek 
him, as the Maries did, in his ſepulchre, 
by the meditation of death: But ſtay not 
there, ſave only to make a paſſage to life. 

3. When you have: litted me up tothe 
croſs, ſaith our Saviour, you ſhall know 
that I am the true ſon of God. And in- 
deed it is a great wonder that the infinite 
power of that divinity would maniteft it- 
felt in the infirmity of the croſs. It was 
only for God to perform this great de- 
ſign, and aſcend up to his throne of glory. 
by the baſeſt diſgraces of the world. The 
good thief. ſaw no other. title or ſign: af 
hisckingdom, but only his body covered 
over with blood and oppreſſed with do- 
tours! ,:He: learned by that book of the 
eroſo, all the glory ot paradiſe; and he 
apprehended that nont but God could en- 


dure w ith ſuch patienee ſo great torments- 


It you wilt be. children ot God you maſt 
make it appear by participation of his 
Croſs, and by ſuffering tribulation: by 
chat ſun our eagle tries his young ones; 
he who cannot abide: chat ſhining tay, 


N S2 ſprinkled 
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ſprinkled wich blood, ſhall never attain 
to beatitude: It is not comely to fee 
the members of a head crowned with 
thorns ſit in a rotten chair * delicacies. 


As AAT IO xs. 


Bleſſed Saviour, who doſt lift up all 


the earth with three fingers of thy 
power, raiſe up a little this finful maſs of 
my body which weighs down itſelf fo 
heavily. Give me the wings of an eagle 
ro fly after thee, for I am conſtantly re- 
ſal ved to follow thee whitherſoever thou 
goeſt: for though it ſhould be within 
the ſhadow) of death, What can I fear, 
being in the arms of life? I am not of my- 


ſelf, nor of the worldawhich is ſo great a 


deceiver.” Since I ain thine by ſo many 
titles, which bind me to adoration, E will 
be ſo in life, in death, Ane e e 
all eternity. Iwill take part of thy ſuſ- 
ſeriags, ſince they are the enſigus of our 
chtiſt ian Wartare. Tribulation is a moſt 
excellent engine; the more a man is kept 
auer che higher he mounts: he defcends 
hy perfect humilicy; that he may aſcend 
ery e hn glopy re. ©1915, 
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The Goſpel for Tueſda) the ſetond wick 
in Lent, St. Matthew ; > 41 dos 


Jeſus ſaid, the ohariſers! fic in Moſes D 
chair, believe therefore, what:they ſay; 
> 8 HEN Jeſus fpoke to the multitude and. 

to his diſciples, ſaying; upon t he chair of 
Moſes have ſitten the ſcribes and phariſees. 
Allthings therefore whatſoever they ſhallſuꝝ 
to jou, obſerve ye, and do ye but according 


to their works do ye not, forth ſay and 


do not they bind heavy Lenny andims 
probable, and put them upon men's "5 ſhoulders; 
but with a finger of their on] bey will not 
move them. But they do all their works to bh 
ſeen of mon; för they make broad their ph 
lacteries, and enlarge their fringes. And 
they love the firſt places at ſuppers, aus tho 


firſt chairs in the 'ſynagogues ;) and ſalutas 


tions in the market-place, and to be called of 

men rabbi» but be you not called rabbi ; for 
be is your maſter, and all you are brethrene 
and call none father to yourſelf upon earth, 
for one is your father, he that is in heaven's 
neither be ye called maſters, for one is your 
maſter, Chriſt . he that is the greater of you 
+ oy be your ſervitor'; and he that exalteth "wad 
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himſelf ſpall be humble. and he that hum- 
bleth ware ſpall be exalted. 


Monat Ius. 


Ti is a n dangerous error to think 
A chat our Saviour in this Goſpel had a 


purpoſe to introduce anarchy, and to 
make all men equal. He ſheweth in many 


places that he would have kings, princes, 
magiſtrates, ſathers and doctors. But he 
would not have men come to honours by 
a vain ambition, nor others to honour 
them, but᷑ only as they have dependency 
upon the power of God Almighty. Let 
every ſoul, ſaith the apoſtle; be ſubject 
to higher powers, for there is no power 

but cometh from God: he gives us ſupe- 
riors, not ſor us to judge but obey. If 
a man cannot approve their manners, he 
muſt at leaſt reverence the character of 
their authority. They ſhould be good 

chriſtians tor themſelves, but they are 
ſuperiors for us. He that reſiſt eth their 
power reſiſts God, who ordain'd them: 
and all che great evils happening by he- 
reſies and rebellions, proceed from no 
- ther fountain but from contempt of pow- 
e — 22. 304%, 
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ers eſtabliſhed by the decree of heaven. 
Men may pretend zeal ; bur if there is no 
better ſacrifice than that of -obedience ; 
if great perſons abuſe their offices, God 
will find it out; and as their dignities 
are great, ſo their puniſhment ſhall be 
anſwerable. | TEE 
2. One of the greateſt diſorders of his 
life is, that we go for the moſt part, out - 
wardly to pleaſe the world, and are little 
careful of a good inward application of 
ourſelves to pleaſe God. Inſtead of taking 
ö the way of God's image, from whence 
8 we all come, we are content to have vir- 
| tues only by imagination, and vices ini 
y their true eſſence. Nembroth proſeſſed 
- himſelf a ſervant of the true God, and 
f 
e 


yet adored the fire in ſecret. Jeſus bath” 

many worſhippers in words, but few in 

i WU truth; Some ſtand uponformalicies, others 
d upon diſguiſed habits; others go as upon 
e certain ſprings to make themſelves ac- - 
r counted wiſe. Moſt men would ſeem what 
+ they are not, and much troubled to be ſeen | 
- W what they are. All theiptime doth paſs. in 
o MW faſhions and countenances; but death and 
2 God's ons take off all thoſe masks. 
g 2; . M 8 25 
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3. To fay that we have ſeen a man ex- 
teriorly devout and ſpiritual, except he 
be ſo inwardly, is to ſay we have ſeen u 
houſe without a foundation, a tree with- 
out a root, à veſſel move upon the ſea 
without a bottom, and an excellentelock 
without a ſpring. For the ſame which 
the foundation is to a houſe, the root to 
à tree, the bottom to a ſhip and the ſpring 
to a clock, the ſame is a man's interior 
life to all virtue. What is a man the 
better who reſembles window-cuſhions, 
' Which are covered with velvet and ſtuft 
with bayꝰ Lor to be like the picture ol 
Diana, in Homer's Iliads, which wept 
to ſome and laught to others? A little 
ſpark of a good conſcience is better than 
all the lights of the world. Why do we 
crucity ourſelves with ſo many diſſimu- 
lations, ſo many ceremonies, ſo many 
entorcements upon our natures, to ſerve 
and pleaſe men, only to get ſmoke? he 
that ſows wind, faith the prophet, ſhall 
reap a ſtorm. Let us live to ourſelves in 
the purity of a good conſcience and a per- 
fett humiliry, it we deſire to live for ever 
with my. Thoſe ſhadows of falſe de- 
* a Vvotioas | 
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votions proceed from the leaves of that 
fig tree where with Adam and Eve cover- 
ed their nakedneſs: Do not we know that 
hypocriſy is the ſame thing to virtue 
which painting is to faces; and chat it is 
the very moth which devours ſanctity, 
and will at the day of} judgment, makeall 
thoſe ſeem naked, which to the world | 
ſeem wellapparctied? 


= SAriiariog b 
God of all truth, wherefore are 
there ſo many ions! and coun- 
tenfoln behaviours? Muſt we always live 
to pleafe the eyes of others, and run after 
the ſhadow. of. vanity, which leaves no- 
thing but illuſion within our eyes and 
corruption in our manners? I will live 
unto thee, O fountain of lives, within 
whom all creatures have life. Iwill re- 
tire myſelf into my own heart, and ne- 
gotiate wich ir. by the ſecret feeling of a 
good conſcience, that I may treat with 
thee. What need I the eyes of men, if 
I have the eyes of God ꝰ They alone are 
ſufficient to do me good ; ſince by the 


_ theygive bappivels to allthe ſaints. 


ATE | I will. 
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I will ſeek for thee, O my beloved Lord, 
from the break of day till the dead time 
of night. All places are ſolitary where 
thou art not, and where thou art there 


only is the tulneſs of all pleaſures. 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday; the ſecond 
week in Lent, St. Matthew xx. 


The requeſt of che wite of / Zebedee for 
ber ſons, James and Jahn. 


| A VND Jeſus going up 10 Feruſalem, 
took the twelve diſciples ſecretly, and 
aid to them be bold we go up to Jeruſalem, 
and the ſon of man ſhall be delivered to the 
thief prieſt and to the ſcribes, and they; ſball 
conemn him to death, and:;ſpall deliver him 
to the Gentiles to be moc ked, und ſcuurgea, 
and crucified, ad Ihe er e he ſau 
| Fife gain. e 
7 ©: SORRY bim he e 67 th jaws 
of Ze bedee, with ber ſons adoring. and. de- 


Aitring ſoamethiog uf him, who: ſaid to her, 


what wilt thou? ſbe ſaid to him, ſay that 
theſe my ſons: may ſit one at thy right-hand, 
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And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid, you know not 
what. you defire.” Can you drink of the cup 


that I ſhall drink of? They Jay to him, we 
can; he ſaith to them, my cup indeed you - 
ſhall drink of; but to fit on my right-hand 
and left, is not mine to give you, but to whom 
it is prepared of my father | 


Monis 


2 H AT a ſhort life have we, and 

yet ſuch a large and vaſt ambie 
tion? We tear every thing like mortal 
men, and yet deſire all, as if we ſhould 
be immortal upon r It is a ſtrange 
thing to obſerve, how the deſire of ho- 
nour ſlides even among the moſt refin'd 
devotions. Some one is counted an angel 
of heaven amongſt men, who hath not 
forſaken his pretence upon earth, Ambi- 
tion ſleeps in the boſoms of [perſons con- 
ſecrated for the altars. It overchrows 
ſome whom luxury could not ſtir; and 
moves thoſe whom avarice could not 


touch. We deſire all to be known, and to 


ſeem what we are not: but this ſeeming 
is that which doth; be witch us. All paſ- 
ſions grow old and weaker by age; only 


— 
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the deſire of worldly riches and honours, 
is a ſhirt which we never put off till we 
come to the grave. Why do we ſo ex- 
treamly torment our poor life, by run- 
ning after this ſhadow of honour, which 
we cannot follow without fear, nor loſe 
without ſorrow. Is it not ſtrange folly, 


that men love ſuch vanities till the very 


laſt inſtant of their own ruins, and fear 
nothing, ſo they may rumble i into preci- 


pices of gold and ſilver. 


2. What great pains you take for theſe 
Children, as if they did not more belong 
to God than you? you caſt day and night 
where to place them, when the provi- 


dence oſ God, which is the great harbin- 


ger of the works; hath already marked 
their lodgings. One is ſertled in a good 


religious courſe, another in the grave, 


another perhaps ſhall have more than is 
neceſſary to make him a good man. Eve 


- imagined that her ſon Cain, having all the 


world, would have become ſome great 
God, when ambition made him a devil 
incarnate. You ſhall: rarely 'make your 
children great ſaints by getting them 
SBteat honours, Vou deſite they ſhould 
„„ dbdioſſeſs 
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poſſeſa all that which overthrows them: 

Wand pretending to make a building with 
one hand, you deftroy it with the other. 
ny all your earneſt wiſhes, and all your 
aborious endeavours, for advancement of 
our children, you effect nothing, but 
hereby give them inticements to plea- 
ſure and weapons for iniquity. Haz 
3. Whereupon ſhould we build onr 
ambition, if not apon the blood of the 
holy lamb? At the foot of the croſs we 
behold a God cover'd with blood, crown'd 

ith thorns and reproaches, who warns 
s ro be humble; and at the ſame time 
e eagerly purſue worldly glory and 

ambition. We reſemble that unbappy 
daughter of Miltiades, who proſtituted 
erſelf under her father's trophies- By 
dur unmeaſurable hunting after honours 
zmongtt the ignominies of Jeſus Chriſt, 
e abandon ourſelves to diſhonour, and 
ake no other uſe of the croſs but only to 
de a witneſs of our infidelity. * 


— 1 
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ASPIRATIONS. 
A VOID, be gone ye importunate cares 
of worldly goods and honours; you 


ittle * which burn the blood witbb-⸗ 
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inourveins and fill the moſt innocentplea- 
ſures of our life with bitter ſorrows, what Ml £ 
have I more to do with you? My chil. 
dren ſhall be what God will. They ſhall 
be but too rich when they have virtue 
for their portion, and but too high when 
they ſhall ſee a true contempt of the world 
under their feet. God forbid that I ſhould 
go about any worldly throne upon the 
holy lamb's blood, or that I ſhould talk 
of honours when there is mention made fu 
of the holy croſs. O Jeſus, thou father ”" 
of all true glory, thou ſhalt from hence- 
forth be my only crown. All greatneſs, 
where thou art not, ſhall to me be only 
baſeneſs ; I will mount up to thee by the 
ſtairs of humility, ſince by thoſe thou 
cameſt down to me. I will kiſs the paths 
of mount Calvary, which thou haf 
{ptinkled. with thy precious blood, and 
eſteem the croſs above all worldly thing, 
ſince thou haſt conſecrated it by thy cruel 
pains, and brought us forth upon that 
dolorous bed to the day of eternity, 
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The Goſpel for Thurſday the ſecond week 
in Lent, out of St. Luke xvi. 
Of the rich glutton and poor Lazarus. 
85 E RE was a certain rich man, a 
be was cloat hed with purple and fith and 
he fared every day magnificently. And there 
was a certain beggar, call Lazarus," that 
lay at his gate full of ſares, defiring to be 
filled of the. crumbs that fell from the rich 
man's table; but the dogs aiſo came, and 
lic ked his ſores. And it came to paſs that the 
beggar died and was carried of 'the angels 
into Abraham's boſom. And the rich man 
alſo died, and he was buried in hell, and 
lifting up his eyes, when he was in torments, 
be ſaw. Abraham afar off, and Lazarus, 
in his boſom- And he crying, ſaid, fathir 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend Las. 
zarus, that he may dip the tip of bis finger 
into water to cool my tongue, becauſe 1 am 
tormented iu this flame. And Abraham ſaid 
to him, ſon, remember that thou diaſt receive 
good things in thy life time, and Lazarus evil; 
but now he is comforted, and thou tormented. 
And befide all theſe things, between us and 


The BY there is fixed a great chaos; that they 


H - | which 
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which will paſs from hence to jou, may nit, 
neither go from thence bither. And he ſaid, 
then, father, Ibeſeech thee,that thou would- 
et fend him to my father*s houſe, for I have 
Fe brethren, for to teſtify untd them, I 
they alſo come unto this place of torments. 
Aud Abraham ſaid to him, they have Moſes 
aud the prophets, let them hear them." But 
he ſaid, no, father Abraham, but if ſome 
man ſhall go from the dead to them, they will 
do pe nance. Aud he ſaid unto him, if they 
bear not Miſes and the prophets, neither if on 
el riſe ga) n fromthe dead will Wo i beltevs. 


Ke. , Massarrtts DEN 

Z. Rich man and a nove men in this 
uorld, the one laden withtreaſures, 
the other with ulcers, They both meet in 
the other world; the one in a gulph of 
fire, the other in an abyſs of delights: 
their ends are ag different as their lives 
were contrary; to teach us, that he which 
ſhall conſider rightly the end of all world- 
ly. fins. and vanities, will have in horror 
che deſire of them. And as there is nothing 
for which godly poor men may not hope; 
ſo there is nothing Which wicked rich 
3 - 4 | « men 
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— 


men ſhould not fear. He that is proud of 
riches is proud of his burdens and chains; 
but if he unload them upon the poor, he 
will be eaſed of his 1 and ſecured in 
his way. 

2. The life of man is a marvellous 


comedy, wherein the greateſt part of our 


ations are play'd under a curtain, which 
the divine providence draws over them to 
cover us. It concealed poor Lazarus, and 
kept him in obſcurity, like the fiſh which 
we never fee till it be dead. But Jeſus 
draws the curtain, and makes himſelt the 
hiſtorian of this good poor man; ſhewing 


us the ſtate of his ſoul, of his body, of 
his life and death. He makes him appear 


in Abraham's boſom, as within the temple 


of reſt and happineſs, and makes him 


know to the rich man, as to the treaſurer 


of hell's riches. Are not we unworthy 


the name which we carry, when we de- 


ſpiſe the poor, and hate poverty as the 
greateſt miſery? fince the ſon of God . 
having once conſecrated ic upon the throne 
of his manger, made it ſerve for hisſpouſe 
during lite, and 9 win Serenes at the 


0 of his death: -- 


ny 115 1 
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3. Therichglutton dreamed, and at the 
end: of his dream found kimſelf buried in 
hell. All thoſe pomps of his life were 
ſcattered in an inſtant as fo many noctur- 
nal illuſions, and his heart filled with 
eternal grief and torment. His firſt miſery 
is a ſudden, and unexpected and hide- 
Qus change from a huge fea ot delicacies 
into an unſufferable gulf of fire; where 
he acknowledges that one of the greateſt 
vexations in miſery is to have been happy. 
Another diſaſter which afflicts him is to 

ſee Lazarus, in Abraham's boſom, to 
_ teach us, that the damned are tormented 

by paradiſe, even to the very loweſt part 
of bell; and that the moſt grievous of 
their torments, is, they can never forget 
their loſs of God. So ſaith Theophilact, 
that Adam was placed. overagaintt the 
_ terreſtrial paradiſe, from whence he Was 

baniſhed, that in his very puniſhment he 
might ſee the happineſs he had laſt by his 


| Foul fault. Now: you muſt. add to tha ref 
ot his ſufferings the great chaos, which, 


like 5 diamond wall, is between hell, ane 


1 14. 
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that wheel of eternity, where death laſt- 


eth for ever, and the end begins again 


without ceaſing, and the Nee can 
never fall or diminiſn. 
4. Do good wich thoſe 1 which 
God hath given you, and ſuffer them not 
to make you wicked; but employ your 
riches by the hands of virtue: if gold be 
a child. of the ſun, Why do you hide him 
trom his father? God choſe the boſom 
of rich Abraham to be the paradiſe of poor 
Lazarus: ſo may you. make the needy 
teel happineſs. by your bounty; your 
riches ſhall. raife you up when. they are 


trodden under you feet. The prophet I 


faich,, you muſt ſow in the field of alm, 


it you deſire LO, h in n. harveſt & : 
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0 God of. juſtice, Ltremble at the ter- 
ror of thy judgments. Greatitare 


tunes of the world, full of honour and 
riches, are fair trees, ofr-times the more 
ready for the ax: their weight makes 
them apt to fall, and prove the more un- 


: Happy tuel for . flames. O Jeſus, 


* 
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father of the poor and king of the rich, 1 
moſt humbly beſeech thee never give 
my heart in prey to covetouſneſs, which, 
by loading me with land, may make me 
forget heaven. I know that death muſt 
conſume me to the very bones, and I ſhall 
then poſſeſs nothing but what J have given 
for thee. Muſt I then live in this world 
(like a griffin) to hoard up much gold and 
filver, whereof I thall never have uſe, 
and ſtill be vexed with care how to pre- 
ſerve it? O moſt merciful lord, ſuffer me 
not to be taught by hell-fire that which 


| Ii may have neglected to learn out of thy 


"goſpel. I moſt heartily renounce all lux- 
ury and pomp of the world, and this car- 
nal life, which would arge buſy itſelf 
about my body. It thou pleaſe to make 
me rich, I will be ſo for the poor; and 
if thou make me poor, I will make my- 
ſelf rich in thee, who art the true riches 
of thine _— 


TL 
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The G oſpel for Friday the ſecond week i in 
Lent, our of St. Matthew : Xxi. I N 


Ot the matter ok. a vineyardg: boſe fon 
was killed by his farmers. 
. REY parable bear ye, A man hem 
was, an hoihſbolder, who: Planted a 
vineyard, and made an hedge round a holt it, 
and digged in it a preſs," aud huilt a toten, 
and let it out to hus handmen, and went 
forth into a ſt range countinyi Aud aubem the 
time of fruit drew mighs to ſens. his ſorwants 
to the hushandmen, 10 receive: the fruits 
| thereof. And the hu chanu mam approbending 
his ſervants, ane they brat, another they Kill. 
td, and another they ſtoned. Again, he font 
other ſervants more than the former a 
they did iu tham like wiſe. Ard laſt ꝙ al, 
he ſent to them his ſon, ſaying, they will re- * 
verence my ſon. But the husbandmen ſceing 
the ſon, ſaid within themſelves, This is the 
heir, come let us kill him, and ue ſhall have 
bis inheritance. Aud apprehending: him, 
they caſt him forth out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. - When therefore tha Lord of the 
 Dineyard. ſball come, what will he dg te thoſe 
busbandmen ? they ſay to him, The naughty 
15 | men 
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men he will bring to nought ; and his vine- 


yard he will let out to other hushandmen, 
that ſhall render him the fruit of their Seaſons. 
Jieſus ſaith to them, have you never read 
in the ſcriptures, The ſtone whichthe build- 
ars rejefied, the ſame is mane the head 
of the corner ? by our Lord was this done, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. Therefore 
I ſay to you, that the kingdom of God ſhall 
be talen away from you, and ſhall be given 
to à nation yielding the fruits thereof. And 
be that folleth upon this flone, ſhall be 
broken : and on-whom it falleth,-it ſhall alſo 
bruiſe him. Aud when the chief prieſts antl 


”  phariſces had heard bis parables, they knew 


that he ſpale of them and ſeeking to lay 
hands upon hi m, they feared the an 


el mY ad * as a one 
01 * N > ec 1 2 
an have reaſon to fear all hari is 


2 


| in us, yea, even the gifts of 
God: All his fayours are ſo many chains; 
if they bind us not to do our duty, they 

will bind us to the puniſhment due for 
. thar neglect. Our ſoul is given us by God 
ks 46 Pg borrowed from heaven, we 
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muſt not be too prodigal t it. We muſt 


dig up ill roots as we do in land culti- 


yated ; the time will come that we muſt 
render up the fruits; and ſhall we then 
preſent thorns? Examine every day ho- 
you profit, and what you do: draw every 
day a line, but draw it towards eternity. 
What can you hide from God, Who 
knows all? What can yourepay to God, 
who gives all? And how can you requite 
Jeſus, who hath given himſelf? 

2. How many meflengers doth God 
ſend to our hearts without intermiſſion? 


and how many inſpirations which we re- 


jet? So many ſermons which we do not 
obſerve, and ſo many examples which we 


neglect. Jeſus comes in perſon by the ſa-᷑ 


crament of the altar, and we drive him 
from us, to crucity him, when we place 
the devil and mortal fin in his. room. 


What other thing can we expect, for res 


ward of all theſe violences, but a moſt 


fearful deſtruction, if we do not prevent 


the ſword of juſtice by walking in the 
paths of mercy ? Our vanities, which at 
firſt are like ſmall threads, by the con- 
tempt Ce)! God's grace come to be great 
— 
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cables of ſin. Mie that defers his repent- 
ance is in danger to loſe it, and will be 
kept out of the ark with the croaking ra- 
ven, fince he hath neglected the mourn- 
ing of the ſorrowful dose. 

3. It is à moſt Horrible ching to ſee: 2 
- foul left to itſelf, after ir hath ſo many 
times forſaken the 1— of God. It 
becomes a deſolate vineyard wichour en- 
cloſure.  'The wild boar enters into ir, 
and. all unclean aud ravenous creaturesdo 
- their ſport and Jeap without controul. 
Cod hangs clouds over it, but will ler no 
drop of water fall upon it. 'Fhe fun never 


looks upon it with a loving eye; all there 


is barten, venomous, and near to hell. 
Therefore above all things we muſt fear 
to be forſaken of God: Mercy provoked 
changes itſelf into ſevere juſtice. All 
creatures w ill ſerve(asGud'sinftruments) 
to puniſn a Fagitive foul, which flies from 
dim by her ingraritode, when he draws 

| MPI thefwectoalvof benefn 
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A A 85 O great father of the world's 
family! I am confounded to ſee thy 


rinepped f ſo ill ordered; made ſo 3 
an 
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and ſpoiled. My paſſions domineer like 
wild beaſts, and devour the fruits due to 
thy bounty. I am heartily ſorry I have 

ſo litt le eſteemed thy graces, and to have 
preferred all that which makes me con- 
temptible, before thee. I do this day 


ill grow and proſper under thy bleſſings: 


thy graces and ſweet dews of heaven 
(which are as paps of thy favours) to rain 
upon me, and water this rotten trunk of 


my heart. Speak to that eye of love, that 


beautiful eye of Jeſus, that it will ſhine 


but once with that ray which d make 


ſouls happy for ever. 


in Lent, St. Luke xv. 


Of the prodigal child. | 
MD. he ſaid, a certain man had two 


— 5. ot. 


his father, Fatber give me the portion ef 
9 that ns to me and he di- 
8 1 video 


renounce all the abuſes af my ſoul. 1 


1 will flouriſh under thy aſpect, and ſruc- 
tify under thy protection. Command only 


be Goſpel for 3 the 3 week 


4 ſons, and the. younger of them ſaid o 
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vided unto them the ſubftance. And not many / 
days after, the younger ſon gathering all his , 
things together, went from home into a far j 
country, and there he waſted all bis ſub- ll © 
ſtance, living riotou/ly. And after he had $ 
- ſpent all, there fell a ſore famine in that coun- x 
try, and he began to be in need: and he 1 
went and cleaved to one of the citizens of p 
that country, and he ſent him into his farm 
to feed ſwine. And he would fain have filled 7 
his belly of the husks that the ſwine did eat, 
and no body gave unto him. And returning fa 
to himſelf, he ſaid, How many of my father A 
hirelings have abundance of bread, and J oy 
Bere periſh for famine? I will ariſe and will 8 


go to my father, and ſay to him, Father J 
have ſiuned againſt heaven, and before thee, 
Tam not now worthy to be called thy ſon; 
make me as one of thy hirelings. And riſing 
up he came to his father; and when he was 
get far off, his father ſaw him, and was 
moved with mercy; and running to him fel 
upon his neck and kiſſed bim. And his ſo 
aid to him, Father,” I have ſinned againſt 
heaven, and before thee, I am not now wor- 
thy to be called thy ſon. And the father ſaid 


to o bis on Lich ly bring forth rbe fr} 
n 1 ole 7 
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fole, and do it on him, and put a ring upon 
his hand, and ſhoes upon his feet: bring the 

fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat and 
mate merry, becauſe this my ſon was dead, 
and is revived ; was loſt and is found. And 
they began to make merry. But his elder ſon 
was in the field, and when he came and 
drewinigh.to the houſe, he heard mufick and 
dancing; and he called to one of his ſervants, 
ant asked what theſe things ſpould be; and 
he-ſaid:to: him, Thy brather is come, and thy: 


' Wl father hath: killed the fatted calf, becauſe he 
lb received him ſafe. But be had indig- 

[ nation, and tuould not goin. His father there=! 
1 fore going for th, began to deſire him. But he 


anſwering, ſaid to his father, Behold ſo many 
gears do I ſerve thee, and Inever tranſgreſs' 
ſed thy commandment, aud thou didff never 
give me a kid to mate merrywith my friends. 
But after that this thy ſon, that hath devour- 
ed: his ſubſtance with whores, is come, thats 
haft: killed for him the fatied. dalf. But he 
ſard:ta him, Sh, thou art always with me, 
aud ail my 4hings are thine - but it behoved: 
us toanale merry: and be glad, : becauſe this 
thy brother Was dead, OR is dates 5 mm pf 
WE ſoaps. Finn; 1 
a ee I's Midas | 
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Mosalirizs. 


z Tas is ate table pet 
ſing the excurſions of a prodigal 

ſoul, and her return to the merey oſ God 
by che way of repentance. Note,; that 

the firſt ſtep which ſhe trod toward her 
own deſtruction (as Cain did) was her de- 
parting from God; not by changing of 
place, but of heart. It departed from the 
chie feſt light, which made it fall into an 
eclipſe of reaſon, and fo into profound 
darkneſs. She diverted heiſelf from the 
greateſt bounty, which made her ineline 
toward all wickedneſs, (being ſtrayed 
from he erden Bing) and made her 
become Juſt nothing. bon 
2. She continued in ay 26 in 4 Wer 

tey which was juſt nothing; where ſhe 
was vexed on all ſides withdiſquiet, with 
cares, wich fears and difcontents. All ſins 
toſs cheir followers,” as the ball is toffed 
at tennis. Vanity fende them co pride; 
pride to violence ; violende td 'avarice; 
avarice to ambition; ambition to pop 
and riot; pomp to gluttony; glutiony to 
20 8198554 ; luxury to 1 258025 ickleneſs. to 
contempt 
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contempt and poverty, and poverty brings 
them to allꝰworldly miſery. For all miſ- 


chiefs follow a wicked ſoul, which, de- 


partingifrom God, mat mak a denken . 


condition. ee ee 
2 Affistion 3 eyes of 4 


makes him come to-himſelt, that he may " 


the better return to God. There is no 
journey ſo far as When a man departs from 


himſelt, not by place but by manners: A 


ſea ot licentiouſneſs interpoſeth itſelf be. 
tween his ſoul and innocence, to di vorce 
het from the way of goodneſs: but God? s 
grace. is . burning wind which dries it 
up; and having brought man to himſelf, 
takes res the hand abi ads bime even 
to God. 585 25 
4. 0 — a bappy qhing it is to con- 
fer: the effects of God's mercy in the. 


entertainment of the good father to bis 


prodigal ſon: The one had loſt all which 


belong d to a good ſan; but the otherhad 


not loſt what belong d to a good father. 
The ſon had yet ſaid nothing, when pa- 
ternal.-affeQion pleaded for him in the 
heatt of his father; ho ſelt thedolours 


8 labourgand his entrails Werz 


R 13 moved. 


, 
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moved toi give à ſecond birth ro bis ſon. 
Though he was old, yet he weit the pace 
of a young man: charity gives Him wings 
to fly to the embraces of his loſt ci idi He 
is moſt joy ful of all that comes with im, 
even of his very poberty: This K hout 
doubt, ſhould give us a marvellous con- 
ſidenee in God's (mercy, when ve ſeek it 
with hearty repentance. It is a ſea of 
bounty which watheth: away all chat is 
amiſs. Since he hath changed the name of 
maſter into that of ſather, he will rather 
gommund by love than reign by à predo- 
minate power. No man ought ro:defpair 
ol pardon, except he, who can be as fol. 
Iyxy wicked as Godl is good: : none is ſo 
merciful as God, none is ſo good a father 
as he: fot when yon may have loſb Four 
part of all his virtues, you can never, 
Chile you live) loſe che poſſibilicy of his 
merey. He ill receive you between his 

arms: without any other reaſon h Au 

retuen by repentancs . 

16. The ſame parable is alſoatt ueg laſo 
ſhe wing the life of choſe unthriſts, h 
think they are bom only ſor ſport, r 
weir bellies, ad lor . They I : 


* Os: „ imagine 
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imagine their fathers keep fare them the 
ing without government, their expences 
are without meaſure. Some oi them tun 
through the world ʒ they wander into all 
places, but never enter into a oonſide ra- 
tion ot themſelves. They return from fox 
reign parts loatlen with debts, and bring 
hoine nothing but ſome new fantaſtical 
faſhions, eringes, and corantts. There 
areimany of them in whom pride and mis 
ſer y eontiaue ĩnſeparableg after they have 
loſt their:money;208 theit-beains, Their 
fitbers ate cauſes of their faulta;: by ga» 
thering ſo: much wealth for thoſe who 
know 'nobbow-to uſe it.] Vet, if they 


have the ttus fepentance of the prodigat 


child, he mb{t:nor fleny them pardun 
bur mert y ſnuſt not be had of thoſe who 
ask it by a ſttong e or ſeok is bra 


couatenteit farrow.”.: 5.7 708 20005 108 
85 317 et' nm 4 * 19 C; , l . +} * vis 8 
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Ti 16 eee wandering, tatrarel 
loro the country of nothing. Where 
pleafiire drops down as, water from a 
ns ; the miſerable. me,, 
1983 U of 


% 
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of have laden feet; which never remove 


from the heart Good God whitiarcoun- 


try is that, Where the earth is made of 
quick-ſilver, which ſteals itſelf from un- 
der our feet when we think tatread upon 
ic? What a country" is that, Where, if a 
man gathered one bid.of roſes, he muſt 
be forced to ear/a thouſant*'rhorns; and 


de companion wWirh the moſſ naſty filthy! 


beeaſts, in their: ſtinking, ordures, and be 
glad to eat of their loathſome draff for 
want of other meat? Alaſs, I have fuf- 
fered, and ſuch a miſery as this is neceſ- 
ſary to make me remember the happineſs 
- which I poffeffe& in thy houſe. O mer- 

_ cfful father, behold my prodigal ſoul 
which returas to thee, and will have no 
other advocate hut thy goodneſs; which 

- as yet pleads for me within thy heart. I 
have conſumed all that I had, but I can- 
not conſume'thy mercy: for that is an 
abyſs which ſurpaſſe th that of my ſins and 
miſeries. Receive me as a mercinary ſer- 
vant, if I may not obtain the name of s 
fon: Why ſhouldſt not thou Tevtive that 


zich is thine fince the-wicked ipirits 


have caken thav which: Was not \theirs2 
ö | ? Father 


- 
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Father ſhew'me mercy, or elſe ſhew / me 4 
heart more ſatherly than thine; and it 


neither earth nor heaven can find the like, 
to whom would thou have the go but to 
thy felt, who doſt not yerecafe tocall me? 


x" - 9 53 * 6 # 4 Y 
* 
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The cafe UT the thi > benq, in 1. | 
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fits calf out t the devil which we Was: Dd. 


OD he was rafting: our 4 devil; and 
{bat was dumb. And ban bs bad cafh 
out tbe evil, the dumb ſpake, and the mul. 
titude 'marvelled. And certain. of #hem ſaid, 
In Belzebub the prince of divils he cafterls 
our devils. And others, tempting; ase, him 
a fen from heaven. But he ſeeing. their con 
gitations, ſaid to them, Every lingdom di- 
did Agaiuſt itſelf ſpall be made defolates 
and houſe upon bouſe ſhall fall. And if Satan 
alſo be divided againſt: himſelf, bow ball his 
kingdom tand? becauſe. you ſay, that in 
Belxsbub I da caft out dem:; and if In 
Belzebub caſt out devils, your children," is 
whom do they caſt out? Therefore they ſhall. 
be your Judges But if 1 in Foe  fnger of God - 
+ 306 1" | do 


- 
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do caſt out devils, ſurely the kingdom of God 
is come upon yu. When the' ftrong armed 
keepeth his court, thoſe things are in peace 
that be poſſeſſeth. ; but if 4 ſtronger than he 
come upon him, and overcome. him, he will 
take away his whole armour wherein he 
trufted, and will diftribute his ſpoils; he 
that is aot with me, is againſt me; and he 
t hat g at hereth not with me ſcattereth. When 
the unclean ſpirit ſhall depart out of a man, 
he windereth throllg h places wit bout water, 
ſeeking reſt; and not finding, he ſaith, I will 
return into my bouſe wbence I departed. And 


auen he is come, be findeth it ſwvept with. 


aA leſom, ani trimmed. Then he gaeth and 
taketh ſeven other ſpirit worſe than himſelf, 
and, entering in, they dwell there.  And.the 


I of that nan le made warſe thanthefirf. 
Andi came to paſs when he Jaid #heſe 


things, à certain woman lifting up her voite 


aut af She multitude, ſaid to him, Bleſſed is 


the womb that bare thee, and the papa that 
thbon. did} fack,,: But he ſaid,:yea, rather, 
Vd are they that hear 55 word * Goa, 


aud keep it. TL N M 905 FA 54 WIC Wa 
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Mozatiares: . 


H E almond tree is the firſt hich | 


begins co flouriſh, and is often 
firſt nipt with froſt. The rongue is the 


firſt thing which moves in a man's body, 


and is ſooneſt caught with the ſnares of 
ſatan. That man deſerves to be ſpeech- 
lefs all his life, who never prone a word 
better than filence. 


2. Jeſus, the eternal word of God came 


upon earth to reform the words of man: 


his life was a lightning, and his word a 3 


thunder, which was powertul in effect, 


but always meaſured within his bounds. 


He did fight againſt ill tongues in his lite, 


and conquered them all in his death. The 
gall and vinegar which he took te expiate 


the fins of this unhappy tongue, do ſhew 


how great the evil was, ſince it needed ſo 
ſharpa remedy. He hath cured by ſuffering 
his dolours, what it deſerved by our com— 
mitting ſins. Other vices are determined 


by one act, the tongue goes to all: it is 


ſervant to all malicious actions, and i is 
generally confederate with the! heart in | 


wy}. - - 


all crimes: 


3. We 0 
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have government of our tongues: A little 


be very ehaſte of your body, except von 


3. We have juſt ſo much religion as we 


96 


thing ſerves to tame wild beaſts, and a 
ſmall rudder will ſerve to govern a ſhip. 
Why then cannot a man rule ſo ſmall a 
Part of his body? It is not ſufficient to 
avoid lying, perjuries, quarrels, injuries, 
flanders and blaſphemies; ſuch as the 
ſcribes and phariſees did vomit out in the 
_ golpel againſt the purity of the ſon of 
God: we-muſt alſo repreſs idle talk, and 

other frivolous and unprofitable diſcourſ- 
es. There are ſome perſons who have 
their heares ſo looſe, that they cannot 
keep them within their breaſts, but they 
will quickly ſwim upon their lips, with- 
out thinking What they ſay, and ſo make 
a ſluft td wound their: ſouls. 

4. Imitate a holy father called Siſus, 
Who prayed God · thirty years together 
everyday, to deliver him from his tongue, 
as from a capital enemy: Voueſhall never 


> . , , EEE 


he 
us 
ar 
to 
bit 
0 


do very well bridle your tongue. For 
Jooſeneſs of the fleſn proceeds ſometimes 
from Iberty of the tongue, Remember 
yourſelf, that your heart ſhouldigo live 
* 85 | a clock, 
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a clock, with all the juſt and equal mo- 
tions of his ſprings; and that your tongue 
is the finger, Which ſhews how all the 
hours of the day paſs. When the heart 
goes on one ſide, and the tongue on ano- 
ther, it is a ſure deſolaion of your ſpirit's 

kingdom. If Jeſus ſet it once at peace aud 
quiet, you muſt be very careful to keep 
it ſo; and be very fearful of relapſes. 
For the multiplying of long continued 
fins brings at laſt mu irſelf en a man 8 

ſhoulders, pi Ot dF” 


424 TIONS. 


O en kms; th 3 jun 
tongues ſpeak, and after whom all 


hearts do thirſt and languiſſi ; chaſe. from if 


us all prating devils, and alſo thoſe which - 
are dumb: the firſt provoke and looſe the 
tongue to ſpeak wickedly, and the other 


bind it when it ſhould confeſs the truth, © - Þ 


Opeace-making Solomon, appeaſe the di- 
viſions of my heart, and unite all my pow - 
ers to rhe love of thy ſervice. Deſtroy 
in me all the marks of Satans empire, 
aud plant there thy trophies and ſtand- 73 
ys A be never like thoſe 

| & Va | devils: 9 
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devils which ſeek for reſt, but ſhall never 
find it. Make me preſerve inviolable the 
' houſe of my conſcience, ,which thou haſt 
cleanſed by repentance, aud cloathed wich 
thy grares ; that I may perſevere to the 
end, without relapſes, and ſo obtain hap- 


„ 


pineſs without-more need of repentance. 


1 


| — — 1 


The Goſpel for . the third week in 
\ Lent, St. Luke iv. 


Jeſus is required to do miracles in his 
own country. 


| {N D he ſaid to them, certes, jon will | 


& ER ſay to ne thisſimilitude, phyſician cur : 
| thy ſelf - As great things as we have heard : 


- _ Wont in Capernaum, do alſo here in the coun- 
try, and be ſaid, Amen, I ſay to you, that 
no prophet is accepted in his own country. In 
truth, I ſay to you, there were many widows 

in the days of Elias in Iſraei, when th: 
heavens were ſhut three years and fix months, 

_ _ _ when chere was a great famine made in the 
_ __ whole earth; and to none of them was Elias 
ſent, but unto Sarepta of Sidon, to a widow 
woman. And there were many lepers in [/- 
rae} under Elizeus the prophet, and none of Nl „. 
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them mode clean but Naaman the Syrian. 
And all in the ſynagogue were filled with an- 
ger, hearing theſe things. And they roſe and 
caft him out of the city And he brought 
him to the edge of the hill whereupon their 
city was built, that they might throw him 
down headlong. But be paſſing through the 
midft 77 them, went his way. 


7 


MqorALITIES. 


＋ HE malignity of mar'#nature: un- 

dervalueth all that which it hath 
in hand, and little eſteems many neceſſary 
things W they are common. The ſun 
is not counted rare, becauſg it ſhines every 
day; and the elements are held con- 


temptible, ſince they are common to tile 
poor as well as the rich. Jeſus was de 
piſed in his on country, becauſe he wass Þ 
therè known to all the world, and the 
diſdain of that ungrateful nation cloſed 


the hands of his great bounty. Is it not 
a great unhappineſs to be weary and 
tired with often communicating ? To be 
wicked becauſe God is good, and to ſhut 


up ourſelves cloſe when he would impart 
himſelf ro us ? Men make little account 


. of 
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of great benefits and ſpiritual helps, for 


muſt loſe choſe favouts to know them 
well, and ſeek outragiouſly, without ef- 
fect, what they have kickt away with 

| ent becauſe it was eaſily poſſeſt. 
2. The choices and elections of God 
are not to be comprehended within our 

thoughts, but they ſhould be adored by 
our hearts. He is maſtet of his own fa- 

vours, and doth what he will in the 
kingdoms of nature, grace and glory. He 
makes veſſels of potter's- earth, of gold 
and filver. He makes holy - days and 
work- days, ſaich the wiſe man. His li- 


berties are as free to him as his thoughts. 


We muſt not examine the reaſon why he 
doth ele vate ſome and abaſe others. Our 


= eye muſt not be wicked becauſe his heart 


is good. Let us content ourſelves that he 
loves the humble, and to know, that the 
loweſt place of all is moſt ſecure. No man 
is made reprobate without juſtice ; no man 
is faved without mercy. God creates 
men to repair in many that which he hath 
made; and alſo to puniſh, in the f 
of many, that which he hath not made. 


* 


that they have them preſent. They 


. Jeſus ö 
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3. Jeſus doth not cure his brethren, 
and yet cures ſtrangers ; to ſhew that his 
powers are not tied to any nation, but to 
his own will. So likewiſe the graces of 
God are not to be meaſured according to 
the nature of him who receives them, bur 
by the pure bounty of him who gives 
them. The humility of ſome doth call 
him, when the preſumption of others doth 
eſtrange him. The weak grounds of a 
dying law did no good to the Jews, who 
diſdained the grace of Jeſus Chriſt : and 
that diſdain deprived them of their adop- 
tion; of the glory of the New Teſta- 
ment; of all the promiſes, and of all ma- 
giſtracy. They loſt all, becauſe they 
would keep their own wills. Let us learn 
by the grace of God to deſire earneſtly 
that good which we would obtain effectu- 
ally. Perſons diſtaſted and ſurfeited can- 
not advance much in a ſpiritual life. And 
he that ſeeks aſter perfection YT ſhall - 
never find ir. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


T HY beauties, moſt ſweet Jeſus, are | 


without ſtain, thy goodneſs without 
reproach, and all thy converſation with- 
„ ou® 
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| and him alone ; and if he Hall hear thee thou 
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out importunity. God forbid I ſhould be 


of the number of thoſe ſouls which are 


diſtaſted with manna, and languiſh after 


che onions of Egypt. The more I taſte 
thee, the more I incline to do thee ho- 


nour. Familiarity with an infinite thing 
begets no contempr, but only from thoſe 


whom thou. doſt deſpiſe for their own 


faults. O what high ſecrets are thy fa- 


vours! O what abyſſes are thy graces! 
We may with and run; but, except thou 


co: operate, nothing is done. If thou ceaſe 
to work, all is undone. I put all my hap- 


pineſs into thy hands: It is thou alone 


which knoweſt how to chooſe u hat we 


moſt need, by thy ſovereign wiſdom, and 


thou giveſt it by thy extreme bounty. 


- 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the third week in 
Lent, St. Matthew xviil, 


8 If * brother offend thee, tell him of 


it alone. 


U 7 if thy brother all offend PO 
thee, go and rebuke him he tansem t het 


| Han gain 2 brother; and . be will pot 
hear 
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bear thee, join with thee beſides one or two, = 


| that in the mouth of two or three witneſſes, 


every word may ſtand. And if he will nut 
hear them, tell the church; and if he wilt 
not hear the church let him be to thee as the 
heathen andthe publican. Amen, I ſay ta you, 
whatſoever ye ſball bind upon earth, all be 
bound alſo in heaven: And whatſoever ye 
ſpall poſe upon earth, all be looſed in heaven. 


Again I ſay to you, that if two of you ſball 


conſent upon earth, concerning every thing 


whatſoever they ast, it ſhall be done to them 
of my father which is in heaven © for where 


there be two or three 5 in my 
there am I in the midſt of them 


. 


how often Shall my brother offend againf} me, 
and I forgive bim? until ſeven times? Jeſas 


aid unto him, I ſay not to thee until ſever 


pines, mmm * 


Monk A111 1s. 


1. TAI heavens are happy” chat 5 | 8 
go always in one meaſure, and in 


ſo great a revolution of ages do pot make 1 4 
one talſe ſtep: but man is naturally ſub»  '* 
ject co fail, He is full of imperlet᷑tĩ ona; 
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and if be have any virtues he carries them 
like duſt againſt the wind, or ſnow againſt 
the ſun. This is the reaſon which teaches 
him that he needs good advice. 
2. It is ſomewhat hard to give right 
correction, but much harder to receive it 
profitably. Some are ſo very fair ſpoken, 
that they praiſe all Which they ſee; and 
becauſe they will find nothing amiſs: they 


are ordinarily good to no body. They 


ſhew to thoſe whom they flatter, their 


vvirtues in great and their faults in little; 


they will ſay to thoſe who are plunged 
in great diſorders, they have no other 
fault but that they are not ſufficiently 


careful of their own health. Others do 


correct with ſuch ſharpneſs and violence, 
that they wound their own hearts to cure 


bother mens, and ſeem to have a greater 


mind to pleaſe their own paſſions-than to 
amend thoſe whom they would inſtru&. 


Correction ſhould be accompanied with 
. ſweetneſs, but it muſt carry withal a lir- 


te vigour, to make a right temper, and 
to keep a mean between ſoftneſs and au- 
ſterity. Jeſus, in the prophet Iſaiah, is 

called both à rod and a flower: to ſhew 
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us, according to Origen, that he car ties 
ſeverity mingled with ſweetneſs; to uſe 
either of them N 22 to che es 
of perſons. 

3. It is not an lo thing to receive 
brotherly correction patiently, we are ſo 
tar in love with being well thought of, 
And after we have loſt the tree of life 
(which is virtue itſelf) we would keep - 
the bark of it, which is only reputation. 
All ſhadows proceed from thoſe bodies 
upon which ſomewhat ſhines ; bonquris a 
child of a known virtue: and many, when 
they cannot get one lawtul, are willing to 
have a baſtard. This is 4 cauſe why fo _ 
many reſemble thoſe ſerpents which re- 
quite them with poiſon who ſing to them 
pleaſant ſongs. W hatſoever is ſpoken to 
inftru&t them makes them paſſionate, and 
dart out angry ſpeeches agaioſt thoſe who 
ſpeak to them mild and gentle words of. 
truth, and tending to their ſalvation. Reſt 
allared, that you can never get perfec- 
tion except you count it a glory to learn 
and diſcover your own imperte&tions. 

4. There is nothing of more force chan 1 85 
the n of Juſt _ which are ani» 

1 6 mated 
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mated by the ſame ſpirit, - and cemented 
together with perfect concord. They are 
moſt powerful both in heaven and earth. 


When they deſire what God will, they 
are always heard ; if not according to the 
Vviſhes of their own nature, yet accor- 


ding to the great profits of his grace. He 
is always happy who hath that which he 
would; becauſe he knows how to with 
what is fitting, and finds means to obtain 
what he deſires, by reaſon of his abſtinence 
ſrom coveting that which cannot be had. 
58. We muſt not offer to limit our good- 
neſs; but, as it comes from an infinite God, 


we ſhould make it as near being $3 


as we can, He gives the lie to virtues, who 
will reduce them to a certainnumber. We 
muſt never be weary of well · doing, but 


imitatethe nature of celeſtial things, which 
never make any end but to begin again. 


1 4 "ASPIRATIONS. 
God, what ſpots are in my ſoul, and 
ho little do I look into my own im- 


perfections? wilt thou never ſhew me to 


 _ myſelf, for ſome good time, that 1 may 


cure myſelf by horror of ſeeing what J 
6 | | am, 
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am, ſince I do ſo often wound myſelf by 
being too indulgent to my own naughty 
affections? It is a great offence to break 
the glaſs which repreſenteth me to myſelf 
by brotherly correction, and to think 1 

ſhall commit no more fins when no body 

will reprove me. I will humble myſelf 
to the very duſt, and mount up to thy 

glory by contempt of my own baſeneſs. 

Alas, muſt my ſoul be always ſo far in 
love with itſelf that it cannot ſuffer the ; 
remonſtrance of a friend? how will it 
then endure the tooth ot an enemy? Mat 
can ſhe love, being ſo partial to herſell, if 
ſhe do not love molt ugly darkneis? 05 

my redoubted maſter, I fear thine eyes 

which ſee thoſe obſcurities which the 
fooliſh world takes to be brightneſs. If 
I cannot be always innocent, make me at 


leaſt acknowldge myſelf faulty, that I- : 5 


may know myſelf as I am, to the end thou 
mayſt know me fox an object capable of 
thy mercy. 
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| The Goſpel for Wedneſday the third week 


in Lent, St. Matthew xv. 


The phariſees axked Jeſus, Why do thy 


Fon contradict ancient traditions? 


HE M came to him from Jeruſalem 
* ſeribes and phariſees, ſaying, Why dothy 
diſtiples tranſireſs the traduion of the an- 
rients? for they waſh not their bands when 
| they eat bread. But he anſwering ſaid to 


them, Why do you alſo trauſgreſi the com- 


nandment of God for hour tradition? for 
od ſaid, Honour father and mother: and 
be that bali curſe father or mather, dying, 
jet him die. But you ſay, Whoſoever ſhall 
ſay. to father or mother, The gift whatſoever 


A . proceedeth from me ſball profit thee, and ſhall 


wot honotr bis father or bis mother + and 
you have made fruſtrate the commandment of 
God for your own tradition. Hypocrites, well 
Harb Iſaiah prophefied of you, ſaying, This 
people honoureth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me. And in vain do they 
worſhip me, teaching doctrines and con- 
*  mandments of men. 
Aud having called together the multitudes 


unto bim, he {aid to them, Hear qe and un- 
derſtand. 
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derſtand. Net that which entreth into the 
mouth defileth a man, but that which pro- 
ccedeth out of the mouth, that defileth a man. 
Then came his diſciples, and ſaid to him, 
Doft thou know that the phariſees hen they 
heard this word were ſcandaliſed? But be 
anſwering ſaid, All planting which my hea- 
venly father hath not planted ſball be rooted 
up. Let them alone, blind they are, guides 
of #he blind and if the blind be guide to 
the blind, both fall into a ditch. And Peter 
anſwering, ſaid to him, Expound us this 
parable. But he ſaid, Are you alſo withous 
underſtanding ® Do you not underfland, 
that all that enters into the-mouth goeth into 
the belly and is caſt forth Into the privy? 
But the things that proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart, and thoſe things 
defile a man. For from the heart comes forth 
evil cogitations, murders, advouteries, for- 

nications, thefts, falſe teſti moni es, blaſphe- 
miese theſe are the things that defile;” but 


to eat with N hands doth not defile 8 
a man. 
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— MorALITIES, 


Juz ſpirit of man is wretched, 
and makes itſelf buſineſs by belng , 
| Aiſquiered with petty things: and tor- 
menting it himſelt with formalities whilſt 
_ it lives in a deep neglect of all that which 
is moſt eſſential to her ſalvation, The 
phariſees did place their perfections in 
waſhing themſelves every hour of the 
day; in bearing writs of the law upon 
tbheir ſoreheads and thorns upon their 


\ 
| heels; but made no ſcruple to take away 1 
| the honour due to fathers and mothers from 5 
| their children: to make ſpoil of the world 2 


by a ravenous avarice, which took upon it 
the appearance of piety, and to give up in- 
| nocent blood under the ſhew of Juſtice. 


— — 


The world doth now furniſh itſelf with po 
ſuch- like devotions. Some make it a ſinto de 
look upon a fair flower with delight, to m 
eat with a good appetite, to drink cool c 
Vine in hot weather, to burn a piece of pa- ch 


per upon which the name of Jeſus is writ- 
ten, to tread upon two ſtraws that lie 


. 
r - - -- _—__——_— -_-- — 
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- 


| ye 
acroſs : But to ſet money to uſury, to re- the 
member! injuries Forever, to keep a poor me 


workman's 
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workmar's wages, to oppreſs the weak, 
to accuſe the innocent, to ſpoil milerable 


perſons; theſe are the little ſins which paſs 


for virtues in this world. Aſſure your- 
ſelf that ſuch proceedings are abominable 


before God, and there can be no better 
devotion in the world than to have a true 


and right ſeeling of God: and to live in 


honeſty, not ſophiſticated, but ſuch as is 


produced out of the pure lights of nature. 
The conſcience of hypocrites is a ſpider's 
web, whercof no garment can ever be 
made. Hypocriſy is a very ſubtle fault, 


and a ſecret poiſon which kills other vir- 


tues with their own ſwords. 


2. Jeſus is our great maſter, who hat 
abridged ſix hundred and thirteenprecepts - | 
of the Old Teſtament within the law of 
love. Do but love, ſaith St. Auguſtine, and 


do what you will: But then your love 
muſt go to the right fountain, which is 


the heart of God. It is in him you muſt 


cheriſh and honour your neareſt friends: 


your greateſt enemies. Be not afraid to 
thew him your heart ſtark naked, that he 
uy pierce it with his arrows; for the 
L2 i wounds 


and for him alſo you are bound to love even 
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wounds of ſuch an archer are much more 
precious than rubies. You ſhall gain all 
by loving him; and death itſelf, which 
comes from his love, is the gate of lite. If 


112 


my Fou love him truly you will havethethree 


conditions of love; which are, to ſerve 
him, to imitate him, and to ſuffer for him. 
You muſt ſerve him with all fidelity in 
your prayers and all your actions? you 
muſt imitate him what you poſſibly can in 
all the paſſages of his lite, and you muſt 
hold it for a glory to participate, with a 
valiant patience, all the fruits of his croſs 


; ASPIRATIONS. 
be” - 3 Great God, who judgeſt all hearts 
and doſt penetrate the moſt ſecret 
- xetirements of our conſciences, drive 
away from me all counterfeit phariſaical 
devotions, which are nothing but ſhews, 


and cannot ſubſiſt but by falſe appearances 


O my God, my Jeſus, make me keep the 
law ot thy love and nothing elſe. It is'z 
. yoke which brings with it more honour 
than burthen; it is a yoke which hath 
Wings, but no heavineſs. Make me ſerve 
thee, O my Maſter 3 ſince thou beholdeſt 


the. 
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the ſervices of all the angels under thy 
feet: make me imitate thee, O my re- 


deemer, ſince thou art the original of all 


perfections: make me ſuffer for thee, O 
king of the afflicted, and that I may not 


know what it is to ſuffer, by knowing | 


what | it is to love. 


The Goſpel for Thurſday the third week 
| in Lent. St. Luke iv. 


Jeſus cured the fever of Simon's mother- 
in-law. 


And ſtanding over her he commanded the fever, 
and i left her: and incontinent riſing ſhe 
miniſt red unto them. And when the ſun was. 


2 Wl dies brought them to him + but he impoſing | 
4 hands upon every one cared them. And 
| 


devils went out from many, crying and ſay- 


ung that thou art the fon of God. And re- 
r them he ſuffered them not to ſpeak that 


. © \ 


L'3 


Ay D Teſus raiſing up out of the ſyna- 8 
gogues, entred into Simon's houſe, and © 
Simon's wife's mot her was holden with 4 


great fever, and they beſoug ht him for her. 


down, all that were diſeaſed of ſundry mala- 
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they knew he was Chrift. And when it was 
day, going forth he we into a deſert place, 
and the multitudes ſought him, and came 


ven unto him; and they held him that he 


Should not depart from them. To whom he 
ſaid, That to other cities almoſt I evangelize 
The kingdom of God ; becauſe therefore I was 
ſent. And he was preaching in the ynago- 
gues of Galilee. 


MoORALPTIES. 


1. Soul within a ſick body, is a prin- 
ces that dwells in a ruinous houſe: 

health is the beſt of all temporal goods; 
without which all honours are as the 
beams of an eclipſed ſun: riches are un- 
pleaſing and all pleaſures are languiſhing, 
All joy of the heart ſubſiſts naturally in 
che health of the body. Bur yet it is true 
that the moſt healthful perſons are not al- 
ways the moſt holy. What profit is there 
in that health which ſerves for a provo- 
cation to fin, for an inticement to world- 
ly pleaſure and a gate to death? The beſt 
ſouls are never better nor ftronger than 
"When their bodies are ſick ; their diſeaſes 


sære too hard for their mortal bodies, but 


. their 
, 5 N 


_ 


RR AL 3HYTS5D HHc ©»- =© ww © wn wm . 


22 


Iz Pa — =— i ik ang 2 


Entertainments for Lent. 115 
their courage is invincible. It is à great 
knowledge to underſtand our own infir- 
mities. Proſperity keeps us from the view 
of them, but adverſity ſhe ws them to us. 
We ſhoald hardly know what death is, if 
ſo many diſeaſes did not teach us every 
day that we are mortal. Semiramis, the 
proudeſt of queens, had made a law, 
whergby ſhe was to be adored inſtead of | 
all the gods; but being humbled by a 
great ſickneſs, ſhe acknowledged e 


to be but a woman. 


2. All the apoſtles pray for this boly Wo: 


woman which was ſick, but ſhe herſelf 
asked nothing, nor did complain of any 


thing. She leaves all to God, who is only 


maſter of life and death. She knew that 
he who gives his benefits with fuch bouns 


ty, hath the wiſdom to chooſe thoſewhich ©; 
are moſt fit for us. How do we know © Bo 
whether we defiring to be delivered of a 
fit of ſickneſs, do not ask of God to take 


away. a gift which-is very neceſfiry. tot 
our falyation ? That malady or affliftion 


which makes us diſtaſte worldly pleaſures, 
gives us a *. 10 taſte the joys f 


earen. 
9 How. 
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3. How many ſick perſons in the heat 


of a fever promiſe much, and when they 


are well again, perform nothing? That 
body which carried all the marks of death 
in the face, is no ſooner grown ſtrong by 
health, which rejoiceth the heart and fills 


the veins with blood, but it becomes a 
flave co fin. The gifts of God, being 


abuſed, ſerve for nothing bur to make ir 
wicked, and ſo the ſoul is killed by re- 
covery of the fleſh. | But this pious wo- 


man is no ſooner on foot, but ſhe ſerves 


the author of life, and employs all thoſe 


limbs Jeſus cured of a fever, to prepare 


him ſome proviſions to refreſh him. He 


that will not uſe the treaſures of heaven 
with acknowledgment, deferves never to 
keep them. When a man is recovered 
from a great ſickneſs, as his body is re- 
= newed by health, ſo on the other fide he 


ſhould renew his ſpirit by virtue. The 


= body, ſaith St. Maximus, is the bed of 
= the ſoul, where it ſleeps too eaſily in con- 
tinual health and forgets itſelf in many 
things: but a good round ſickneſs doth 
not only move but turn over this bed, 


which 
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which maketh the ſoul awake to think on 
her ſalvation and make a total converſion. 
O Word incarnate, all fevers and de- 
vils fly before the beams of thy re- 
doubted face. Muſt nothing but the heat 
of my paſſions always reſiſt thy powers 


and bounties ? To what maladies and in- 
diſpoſitions am I fubjeët? I have moete 


ASPIRATIONS. 


diſeaſes in my ſoul than limbs in my body · 


My weakneſs bends under thy ſeourges, 
and yet my fins continue ſtill unmoveable. 
Stay, O benign Lord, ſtay thyſelf year - 
me. Caſt upon my dull and heavy eyes one 
beam from thoſe thine eyes which make 
all ſtorms clear, and all diſaſters happy. 
Command that my weakneſs leave me, 
and. that I may ariſe to perform my ſervi- 
ces due to thy greatneſs, as Iwill forever 
owe nenn, ee aig 775 
and 1 
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The Goſpel for Friday the third week i in 
Lent, St. John i IV. 


Of the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well 
near Sichar. 


H E jo, 0 therefore into a city of Sama. 
| ria, which is called Sichar, befade the 
manor that Facob gave to Joſeph his ſon, and 
there was there the fountain of Jacob. Jeſus 
therefore weariedof his journey, ſat douu up- 
on the fountain. It was about the fixth hour, 
There cometh a woman of Samaria ts drau 
water, Jeſus ſaith to her, Give me to drink: 
For his diſciples were gone into the city 10 
buy meat. Therefore that Samaritan woman 
faith to him, How daf thou, being a Jew, 
* ask of me 10 drink, which am a Samaritan 
woman ? For the Jews do not communicate 
- with the Samaritans. Jeſus anſwered and 
d unto her, If thou didft know the gift of 
-  - God and whobe is that ſaith:unto thee Give 
me to drink, thou perhaps wouldff have ask- 
ed of him, and he would have given thee 
living water, The woman ſaith to him, Sir, 
neither haſt thou wherein to draw, and the 
muell is deep, whente haſt thou the living wa- 
ter? Art thou greater than our father Jacob 
| who 
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who gave us the well, and himſelf drauk of 
it and his children and bis cattle? Feſus 
anſwered and ſaid to her, Every one that 
irinketh of this water ſhall thirſt again ; but 
he that fhall drink of the water that Iwill 
give him ſhall not thirſt for ever : but the © 
water that I will give him ſhall become unto 
him a fountain of water ſpringing up unts 
life everlaſting. The woman ſaith to him, 
Lord give m this water, that I may not 
thirſt nor come hither to draw. 

Feſus ſaith to her, Go call thy b 
and come hither. The woman anſwered and 
aid, I have no husband. Jeſus ſaith to her, 
Thou haſt ſaid well, that I have no husband: 
for thou baſt had five husbands, and be 
whom thou now haſt is not thy husband. 
This thou haſt ſaid truly. 5 
. The woman ſaisb to him, Lord, I percei ve 
that thou art a prophet. Our fathers adored 
in this mountain, and you ſay that Jeruſalem ' 
the place where men muſt adore. Feſtus ſaith 
o ber, Woman believe me that the hour ball 
ome when you ſhall neither in this mountain 
bor in Jeruſalem adore the father. Tou adore - 


jr 1 9. the Jews ; But the hour 
| comet h 


bat you know not. we adore that we know * 
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comet h and nom is co hen the true adorers 
Hall adore the father in ſpirit and verity, 
For the father ſeeketh ſuch to adore him. God 
is. a, ſpirit,. aud they that adore. him muſt 
adgre him in ſpirit and verity. The woman 


ſalth to bim, I know that Meſſias comet h, 


which is called Chriſt, therefore when he 
comet h, he will Mer us all things. Feſus 
ſaith to her, I am he that ſpake with thee. 
And incontinent his diſciples came ; aud 
they marvelled that he jalked with a woman. 
No man for all that ſaid, what ſeekeſs thou, 
or why talkeſft thou with her? The woman 
therefore left her water-pot, and (pe went 
into the city and ſaith to thoſe men, Come and 
ſee a man that hath told me all things what- 
ſoever I have done : is not he Chriſt © They 
went forth therefore out of the * and came 
r him 
In the mean ti me his diſciples deſired bin, 
ſaying. Rabbi eat. Bat be. ſaid to them, I 
have meat to eat that ye. know not. The diſ- 


ciples therefore ſaid one to another, hath any 


man broug hi him for to eat? Feſus ſaith to 
them, My meat is to do the will of him vhat 
ſent me, to perfect his work. Do not you ſay, 
ke e the re are * months and harveſt 

| come ti 


wat 


%. 


Entertainments for Lent. 12t 
comet h? Behold I ſay to you, lift up your eres 
and ſee the countries, that they are white - 
already to harveſt: and he that rgapeth re- 
ceiveth hire, and gathereth fruit unto life 
everlaſting, that both he that ſoweth and be 
that reapeth may rejoice together. Far in 
this is the ſaying true, that it is due man 
that ſoweth and it is another that reapeth. F 
have ſent you to reap that which you labour- 
ed not others have laboured, and . gave 
entred into their Jabours. f 

And of that city many believed in him of - 
the Samaritans, for the word of the woman 
giving teſtimony that he told me all things 
whatſoever I have done. Therefore when -' 
the Samaritans where come to him, they de- 
fired him that he would tarry there. And he 
tarried there two days. And many more be- 
lieved for bis own word. and they ſaid to 
the woman, That now not for thy ſaying do 
we believe. for ourſelves have heard, and do 
know that this is the Saviour of the world 
indeed. s e 
0 Mos aiirres. 
\H E God of all power is weary: | 
the main ſea defires a drop of ſalt- 
water; z the king of angels becomes 4 ſup- 

| M- © pliant 
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pliant for a little part of all that which is 
his own. This goſpel ſne ws us clearly the 
love of God toward human nature, and 
infinite zeal which he hath to the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls. Is it not a thing which ſhould 
load us with confuſion, to ſee that he who 
is filled with all felicities hath only one 
thirſt, which is, that we ſhould thirſt af. 
ter him, and that we ſhould make chief 
account of that living- water which he car. 
rieth within his breaſt, which indeed pro- 
perly is grace, the only way to glory? 
2. Behold the difference between Ja- 
cob's well and the well of Jeſus; between 
contentments of the world and the plea- 
ſures of God. The well of Jacob is com- 
mon to men and be aſts, to ſhew unto us 
that a man which glorifyeth himſelf of his 


- - ſenſual delights, makes a trophy of his 


own baſeneſs, and a triumph of his own 
fault. It is juſt as if Nebuchadoneſer for- 
ſak ing his crownandthrone, to transform 
himſelf into a beaſt, ſhould brag that he 
had got a handſome ſtable and very good 
hay. But the fountain of Jeſus holds in 
it the water of graces, a wholſome water, 


| | oh and — which brings us to 


the 
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the ſociety of angels. The water of Ja- 
cob, tho' it be but a water for beaſts, 
yet it is hard to obtain. There are many 
which run mad after riches, honours and 
contentments of this world, and can ne- 
yer come to poſleſs them: They live in 
a mill, and gain nothing out of it but the 
noiſe and duſt: they turn round about up- 
on the wheel of diſquiet, and never reſt. 
But if a good fortune ſometimes caſt them 
a bone, there are an hundred dogs which 
ſtriye to catch it. All their life i is nothing 
but expectation, and all their end only 
deſpair. Whereas the well of Jeſus is 
open to all the world: he ſeeketh, he 
aketh, he calleth, he giveth gratis, he 
requireth nothing of us but ourſelves, and 
would have us for no other reaſon but 
only to make us happy. The well of 
Jacob begetteth thirſt, but doth. not 
quench it. Do not you confider that the 
Samaritan woman left her pot there and 
did not drink? After ſo many fantoms and 
illuſions, which do amuſe worldlings, 
they muſt part from the world with great 
thirſt. But the fountain of our Saviour 
ſrees us from the deſire of all creatures, 

1 . and 
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and doth eſtabliſh within man's ſpirit an 
object of which the heart can never loſe 
the delight. O happy Samaritan! faich 
St. Ambroſe, which left her pot empty, 
that ſhe might return full of Jeſus Chriſt, 


She did no wrong to her fellow citi- 


zens, for if ſhe broughtno water to town, 
yet the made the tountain itſelf come 
thither. 

3. Is it not a ſhameful ei that God 
ſhould ſeek us amongſt the heats of his 
love and ſufferings; defire nothing butus; 
is cohtented with the poſſeſſion of our 


| heart, and yet we cannot be content with 
| Him? ? Shall not we forſake all the diſor- 


ders of a ſenſual life which hinder the 


effect of God's grace? Shall nor we for- 
fake and leave behind us our pitcher, bid- 
ding farewell to all thoſe occafions which 


lead us to fin, to avoid that fire whereof 
we have reaſon to 8 the ſmoke? 


Aves IRA TIONS, 
 Unexhauftible fountain of all beau« 
ties, that my ſoul hath been long 
alienated from thee! Ihave ſo many times 
run aſter the falt waters of worldly plea- 
ſures 


e 
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ſures and contentments, which have not 
ceaſed to kindle a wicked thirſt within 
my veins, in ſuch a violent proportion - 
that I could not quench it. But now, O 
ſweet Saviour, my ſoul being weary and 
diſtaſted with all the fading delights of 
this tranſitory world doth Ianguiſh inceſ- 
ſantly after thee. Whether the break of 
day doth begin to gild the mountains with 
his brightneſs, whether the ſun be ad- 
vanced high in his courſe, or whether the 
night do caſt a dark veil over all mortal 

things, I ſeek and delire thy entertain- 

ments, which are the only ſweet ideas of 
my ſoul. Iplunge myſelt within the con- 

templation of thy greatneſs; I adore thy- 


_— 


powers: the thirſt whichtorments me, by 
loving thee, is ſo precious that I would 


not loſe it to drink of nectar, and I can 
neverquench it but in the ſtreams of thoſe 
delightsand pleaſures which proceed from 
the throne of the holy lam. 


— 
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The Goſpel for Saturday the third week in 
Lent, St. John viii. 


Of the woman found in adultery. 


A N D Jeſus went into the mount Oliver, 
and earlyin the morning again he came 
into the temple ; 5 and the people came to him, 
and fitting he taught them. 
And the ſcribes and phariſees bringing a 
 twoman taken in adultery, they did ſet her in 
the midſt, and ſaid to him, Maſter, this 
woman was even now taken in adultery, and 
in the law of Moſes it's commanded to flone 
ſuch: what ſayſt thou therefore? And this 
they ſaid tempting him, that they might accuſe 
him. But Jeſus bowed himſelf down, and 
. with his finger wrote in the earth. When 
they therefore continued asking him, he lift- 
ed up himſelf and ſaid to them, He that is 
without fin of you, let him firſt throw the 
fone at her. And again bowing himſelf, he 
wrote in the earth. And they hearing went 
out one by one, beginning at the ſeniors, and V 
Jeſus alone remained and the woman ſtand- C 
ing in the midſt - and Jeſus lifting up bim- h 
ſelf ſaid to her, Where are they that accuſed n 
thee? Hath no man coudemned thee? Who t 
ſaid, z 
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ſaid, No man Lord. And Feſus ſaid, Nei- 
ther will 1 condemn thee. Gn: a now "wy 


80 more. 
ME naturally love ae to Leb! 
ſure the life of atiother chan to 
examine their own. The ravens accuſe the 
doves, and he fits oftenupon a tribunal to 
condemn vice who doth lodge it in his 
heart. Many reſemble the cocks which 
crow againſt a baſilisk, and yet bear the 
ſeed of it in their intrillä⸗ Reafon would 
always that we begin to reform others by 
the cenſure of our on life. No word 
can carry ſuch life and vigour with it as 
that which is followed by Action. Te 
talk all and do nothing, is to build with 
one hand and deſtroy with the other. The 
land of the living ſhall never be for thoſe 
who have their Fi. u longer than their 
arme? 1 1 31 ot] 
2. To what purpoſe is it to ſpeak good 
words, and yet lead an ill life? A ma 
can neither hide Biinfelf from God nor 
himſelf; his conſeiente is a thouſand Wit. 
neſſes. Thoſe who were ready to liſt up 


their hands eo ſtone the adultereus woman 
TY 
LIL Were 


n 1 K 
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were diverted, and departed with confu- 
ſion, ſeeing their ſins written iu the duſt 
with certain figures to expreſs them, If 
we could always behold our own liſe be- 
fore our eyes, as a piece of tapeſtry, we 
ſhould there ſee ſo many ſerpents amongſt 
flowers, that we ſhould have more hor- 
ror of our own fins than will to cenſure 
thoſe who are like ourſelves. 

3. God ſhews mercy, but will not ſuf. 
fer his mildneſs to be abuſed : ſin muſt 
not print its ſteps upon his clemency. Ir is 


_ _ a falſe repentance for a min to act that 


— 
*. 
* 
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_ 
- 
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which himſelf hath condemned, and after 
ſo many relapſes to take but one fall into 
everlaſting pain. The ordinary gloſs ob- 
ſerves that our Saviour bended down 
when he wrote upon earth, to ſhew that 
the remembrance of our fins lay heavy 
upon him: but when he began to pardon 
he aroſe up, to teach us what joy and 
comfort he takes in * kingdom of his 
MErcy- nt Hen h 
As P I 14 rox 8. 

Sovereign judge, who fitteſt upon a 
tribunal ſeat borne up withtruth and 
power, make me rather judge mine "is | 
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life than cenſure the lives of others. Muſt 
I be full of ey es without, and blind with- 
in > ſhew me my ſtains, and give me wa- 
ter to waſh them out. Alas, I am alto- 
gether but one ſtain, and thou all purity. 
My ſoul is aſhamed to ſee itſelf ſo dark 
before thy light, and to be ſoſmutted over 
before thine immortal whiteneſs. Do not 
write me upon the ground as a child of 
the earth, write me in heaven fince I am 
the portion which thou haſt purchaſed 
with thy precious blood: blot out my fins; 
which are but too deeply graven upon my 
hands, and pardon, by thine infinite mer- 
3 thou mayſt condemn by juſtice: 


The Galt FE Sunday the fourth week i. 
= Ent, St. John vi." 


* . 
or the 1. two fiſhes and five barley loves. 


AFTER theſe things Feſus went beyond 
the ſea of Galilee, which is of Tiberi- 
as; and a great multitude followed him, 
becauſe they ſaw the ſigns which he did upon 
thoſe that were fick. Feſus therefore went 
up into the mountain, and there be ſat with 

1 |  bls 
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His difciples. And the paſeh was at hand, 

the feſtival days of the Fews. When Jeſus 
therefore had lifted up his eyes, aud ſaw a 
very great multitude coming to him, he ſaid 
to Philip, Whence ſhall we buy bread that 
theſe may eat? And this he ſaid tempting him, 


| I for himſelf knew what he would do. Philip 


anſwered him, Two hundred penny worth of 
bread is not ſufficient for themthat every man 
may take a little piece. One of his diſciples, 
Andrew the brother of Simon Peter, ſaith 
unto him, There is a boy here that hath five 
Barley loavesand two fiſbes. But what are t heſe 
among ft ſo many? Feſus therefore ſaith, Make 
the men fit down. And there was much graſs 
in the place. The men therefore ſat down in 
number about five thouſand. Feſus therefore 


tool the loaves, and when he had giventbanks, 


be diſtributed to them that ſat. In like manner 
alſo the Alves, as much as they would. And 
after they were filled he ſaid to his diſciples, 
Gather the fragments that are remaining, 
left they be loſt, They gathered therefore and 
filled twelve baskets with fragments of the 


ue barleyloaves uhichremained to tbem that 
hag eaten. Thoſe men therefore, when they 
5 ee Jeſus had done, ſaid, That 
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this is the prophet indeed that is come into the 


world. - Jeſus therefore, when he knew that 
they would come to take him and make him 
a king, be fled again into the mountain Him- 
f al alone. | 


MoxALITIES. Pe 
Wien a happy thing is it to ſerve 


whoſe converſation is fo 
worthy all A > See how he carried 
himſelf toward this poor multitude which 
followed him with ſuch zeal and conſtan- 
cy. It ſeems they were his children, 
that he carried them all upon his ſhoul- 


ders, that he had their names, their coun= 


try, their qualities, and the conditions 
of their ſmall fortunes graven in his 
heart. He is ſo tender over them, he ſo 
aflicts himſelf about them as a ſhepherd 
over his poor flock. He inſtrufts them, 
he ſpeaks to them of heavenly things, he 
heals their maladies, he comforts their 
ſadneſs, he lifts his eyes up to heaven for 
them, and for them he opens his divine 
hands, the treaſures of heaven, and nou- 
riſhes them by a miracle, as they had 


| wy gat themſelves to him with 
55 ſuch 


— 
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ſuch abſolute confidence. O how are we 


cheriſhed by heaven, fince God doth bind 


Himſelf to help us: and we ſhould be un- 


faithful not to truſt him, who makes na- 


ture itſelf fo faithful to us. It is here 


much to be obſerved, that God doth no 
miracles for his own profit ; he doth not 


change ſtones into bread in the deſert, to 


nourith himſelt after that long faſt which 
he did there make, but for his faithful 
ſervants he alters the courſe of nature; 
and being auſtere to himſelf, he becomes 
indulgent to us, to teach us that we 
ſhould deſpoil ourſelves of ſelf- love, 
vhich ties us to our own fleſh, and makes 


us ſo negligent to our neighbour. 


2. What precious thing is to be gotten 
by following the world, that we ſhould 


forſake Jeſus in the deſert, and run aſter 


vain hopes at coart and great mens houl- 
es, where we pretend to make ſome for- 
tune? How many injuries muſt a man 
diſſemble? How many affronts muſt we 


ſwallowꝰ How many deadly ſweats mult 


he endure to obtain ſom̃e reaſonable con- 


dition? How many times muſt he ſacri- 


fice his children, engage his own conſci- 


EE Pa. 
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ence, 
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ence, and offer violences to others to ad- 
vance the affairs of great men? And af- 
ter many years ſervice, if any fore-air'd 
or ruinous buſineſs committed to his 
charge (in the purſait whereof he muſt 
walk upon thorns) ſhall chance-to miſ- 
carry, all the fault muſt be laid upon a 
good officer ; and if he prove unlucky he 
thall ever be made culp:*'e, and in the 
turning of a hand all his good ſervices 
forgotten and loſt : and for a final recom- 
pence he muſt be loaden With infinite diſ- 
graces. It is quite contrary in the ſervice 
of God, for he encourages our virtues, 
he ſupplies our defects, governs our ſpi- 
ritual and yet neglects not our temporal 
occaſions. He that cloaths the flowers of 
the meadows more gorgeouſly thin mo- 
narchs, who lodges ſo many little fiſhes 
in golden and azure ſhells, he who doth 
but open his hand and replenithes all na- 
ture with bleſſings, if we be faithful in 
keeping his commandments, will never 
forſake us at our need. But yet we find 


all the difficulties of the world to put our | #] / | 


truſt in him, we vilify our cares of eter- 
nity, and by ſeeking after worldly bw. 
| ay 


- 
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whereby to live, we torment ourſelves, 
and 1n the end loſe our own lives. A man 
that muſt die needs very few worldly 
things ; ; a very little cabbin will ſuffice 
nature, but the whole kingdoms will not 
ſatisfy covetouſneſs. | 
3. Jeſus flies from ſceptres and runs to 
the croſs; he would have no worldly 
kingdoms, be. iſe their thrones are made 
of ice and their crowns of glaſs. He va- 
lued the kingdom of God above all things, 
that he might make us partakers of his 
precious conqueſt; an infinite rich prize. 
But now. it ſeems that heaven is not a 
{ſufficient kingdom for us; men run after 
land, and itch the after ambition of fading 
greatneſs, and ſometimes all their life paſ- 
ſeth away in great fins, and as great trou- 
bles to get a poor title of three letters 


upon their tomb. Alas! do we know 


better than God in what honour conſiſts, 
that we muſt ſeek after that which he did 
avoid and not imitate that which he fol- 
lowed, | 
Let us ſollow God, ad Lafievs that 
-where he is there can be no deſart or ſoli- 
" tude for us. They ſhall never taſte the 
| delights 
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delights of virtue that feed upon the joys 
of vanity. All worldly pleaſures are 
comers made fat with ſmoke and vapours 
of the earth; and inſtead of giving light 
and brightneſs, they bring forth murders 
and contagions: But the following of God 
is always ſweet, and he which ſuffers 
thereby, changes his very. tears into 
nouriſhment, 


| ASPIRATIONS. | 
O My God! ſhall always run after that 


which flies from me, and never fol- 
low Jeſus who follows me by incompa- 
rable paths, and loves me even while am 
ungrateful? I will no more run after the 
ſhadows of worldly honour; I will no 
more have my own will, which both is, 


and hath proved ſo unfaithful. I wall put | 


myſelf into the happy courſe of God's 

diſpoſition for all which ſhall happen unto 
me, either in time or eternity. His care- 
ſul eye watches over me, it is for me that 
his hands have treaſures, and the very de- 


ſarts poſſeſs abundance. O crucified love, 
the molt pure of all beauties, it is ſor thee 


that ſo many generous champion have 
NA peopled 
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peopled the deſarts and paſſed the ſtreams 


of bitterneſs and ſorrow, bearing their 
croſſes after thee, and thereupon have felt 


the ſweetneſs of thy viſits amongſt their 


cruel tigours. God forbid that I ſhould 


give the lie to ſo great and ſo generous a 


company. Igoto thee, and will follow 


thee amongſt the deſarts; I run not after 


bread, I run after thy divine perſon ; I 
will make much of thy wounds, I honour 
thy rorments, I wilt conform myſelf to 
thee that I may find joy amongft thy do- 
lours, and life itſelf amongſt thine infinite 
ſufferings. 


— — —é— 
The Goſpel for M onday the fourth week 
in Lent, St. John ii. 


: of the whipping buyers and ſellers out 


of the temple. 


ND the paſch of the Fews was at. 


hand, and Jeſus went up to Feruſalems 

a he found in the templethem that ſold oxen, 
and ſheep, and doves, and thebankers ſitting. 
And when he had made, as it were, a whip 
of little * he caft them all out of the 
temple, 
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temple, the ſheep alſo and the oxen, and the | 
money of the bankers he poured out, and the 
tables he overthrew. And to them that ſold 
doves he ſaid, takes away theſe things hence, 
and make not the houſe of my father a honſe 
of merchandiſe. And his diſciples remembred 
that it is written, the zeal of thy hcuſe hath 
caten me up. The Jews therefore anſwered 
and ſaid to him, M hat jign doft thou ſhew 
us, that thou doſt theſe things © Jeſus an- 
ſwered and ſaid to them, Diſſolve this tem- 
ple, and in three days I will raiſe it. The 
Jews therefore ſaid, in forty and fix years 
was this temple built, and wilt thou raiſe it - 
in three days? But he ſpake of the temple of 
his bedy. Therefore when he was riſen again © 
from the dead his diſciples remembred that 
he ſaid this, and they believed the ſcripture 
and the word that Jeſus did ſay. And when 
he was at Jeruſalem in the paſch upon the 
feſtival day many believed in his name, ſees 
ing the ſigns which he did. But Feſus did 
not commit himſelf unto them, for be knew 
all, and becauſe-it was not needful for him 
that any ſhould give teftimony of man, * 1 | 
knew what was in man. 
| My. Moxie 
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MokRALITIES, 


IETY is a ſilver chain hanging up 
alote which ties heaven and earth, 
{ſpiritual and temporal, God and man to- 
gether. Devotion is a virtue derived to 
us from the father of all light, who gives 
us thereby means to hold a traffic or com- 
merce with angels. All which is here be- 
low, ſiaks by its proper weight, and leans 
downwards towards natural corruption: 
Our ſpirit, tho? it be immortal, would 
follow the weight of our bodies if it were 
not endued with the knowledge of God, 
which works the ſame effect in it as the 
adamant doth with iron; for it pierceth 
and gives it life, together with a ſecret and 
powerful ſpirit, from which all great ac- 
tions take their beginning: Vou ſhall never 
do any great act, if the honour of God 
and the reverence of ſacred things ſhall 
not accompany all your pretences. For 
if you ground your piety upon any tem- 
poral reſpects, you reſemble that people 
which believe the higheſt mountains do 
ſuyupport the skies. ̃ 


2. There 
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2. There are no ſins which God doth 
puniſh more rigorouſly nor ſpeedily than 
thoſe which are committed againſt devo- 
tion and piety: He doth not here take up 
the ſcourge againſt naughty judges, uſur- 
ers and unchaſte perfons, becauſe the 
ehurch is to find a remedy againſt all 
faults which happen | in the life of man. 
But if a man commit a fin againſt God's 
altar, the remedy grows deſperate. King 
Ozias felt a leproſy rife upon his face at 
the inſtant when he made the fume riſe” 
from the cenſor which he uſurped from 
the high-prieſts. Ely the chiet-prieſt was 


buried in the ruins of his own houſe. for 


the ſacrilege of his children, without any 
conſideration of thoſe long ſervices which 
he had performed at the tabernacle. Keep 
yourſelf trom ſymonies, from irreverence 
in churches and from abuſing facraments. 


He can have no excuſe Which makes his 
judge a witneſs. | 
3. Feſus was violently ed dy: the 
zeal which he bore tg the houfe of his 
heavenly father. But many wicked rich 
men limit their zeal only to their own - 
families. They build great palaces upon 
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the people's blood, and they nothing 
care though all the world be in a ſtorm ſo 
long as they and what belongs to them be 
well covered, Burt there is a revenging 
GBd, who dothinſenſibly dry up the roots 
of proud nations, and throws diſgrace and 
inlamy upon the faces of thoſe who neg- 
lect the glories of God's altars to advance 
their own. He who builds without God 
doth demoliſh, and whoſoever thinks to 
make any great increaſe without him ſhall 
find nothing but ſterility, 


ASPIRATIONS. 
O Moſt pare ſpirit of Jeſus, which waſt 
conſummate by zeal toward the 
houſe of God, wilt thou never burn my 
heart with thoſe adored flames where- 


| with thou inſpireſt chaſte hearts: Why 


do we take ſo much care of our houſes 
(which are built upon quickſilver, and 
roll up and down upon the inconſiſtances 
of human fortune) while we have no 
love nor zeal towards God's church, 


| 5 | which is the palace we ſhould chuſe here 


upon earth, to be-as the image of heaven 
above? 1 will adore thy altars all my 
4-20 | lite 
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life with a profound humilicy. But 1 
will firſt make an altar of my own heart, 
where I will offer ſacrifice, to which I 
doubt not but thou wilt put fire with 
thine own hand. 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the fourth week 
in Lent, St. John vii. 


The Jews marvelat the learning of Jeſus, 
who was never taught. 


"f* D when the feſtivity was now half 
done, Jeſus went up into the temple 
and taught. And the Jews marvelled, ſay- 
ing, How doth this man know letters, whereas 
be bath not learned? Feſus anſwered them, 
and ſaid, My doctrine is not mine, but bis 
that ſent me. If any man will do the will of 
bim, be ſhall underſtand of the doctrine 
whether i be of God, or I ſpeak of myſelf ; 
he that ſpeaketh of himſelf ſeeketh bis own 
glory but he that ſeeketh the glory of him 
that ſent him, his is true, and injuſtice in 
bim there is not. Did not Moſes give you the 
law? and none of you doth the law. Why © 
feck you to kill me? The multitude anſwered 


and 8 
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and ſaid, Thou haſt a devil, who ſeekcth to 
kill tbee? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid to them, 


One work I have done and you marvel. 


Therefore Moſes gave you circumciſion, not 
that it was of Moſes, but of the Father, 
and in the ſabbath ye circumciſe a man. If 
a man receive circumciſion inthe ſabbath that 
the law of Moſes be not broken, are you 
angry at me becauſe I bave healed a man 
wholly on the ſabbath? Judge not according 
to the face, but judge juſt judgment. 
Certain therefore of Jeruſalem ſaid, Is nt 
this he whom they ſeck to kill » and behold 


he ſpeaks openly, and they ſay nothing to 
him? Have the princes known indeed that 


this is Chriſt ? But this man we know 
whence he is. But when Chriſt cometh no 


man knoweth whence he is. Jeſus therefore 


- .._ cried in the temple, teaching and ſaying, 


- 


Both me you do know, and whente I am you 
' know, and of myſelf I am not come. But he 


is true that ſent me, whom ye know not. I 
know him, becauſe I am of him, and he 


ſent me. They ſonght therefore to apprehend 


him, and no man laid hands upon him, be- 
cattſe his hour was not yet come. But of the 
multitude many believed in him. 


-— 


Moz as 
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1 3 


I, I. appears by this goſpel that Jeſus 
was judged according to appearan- 
ces, not according to truth. It is one of 
the greateſt confuſions, which is deeply 
rooted in the life of man, that every thing 
is full of painting, and inſtead of raking 
it off with a ſpunge we foment it and make 
our illuſions voluntary. The prophet 


Iſaiah adviſeth us to uſe our judgment as 


men do leaven to ſeaſon bread. All the 
objects. preſented to our imaginations, 
which we eſteem, are fading, if we do 
not add ſome heavenly vigour to hel p our 
judgment. | 
2. To judge according to appearances 
is a great want both of judgment and cou- 
rage; the firſt makes us preter vanity be- 
tore truth, the ſecond. gives that to filk 
and golden cloaths which is properly due 
to virtue. We adore painted coals, and 
certain dark fumes covered outwardly 
with ſnow; bur if we did know how many 
great miſeries and what beaſtly ordure is 
hidden under cloath of gold, ſilk and 
icarlet, we would complain of our eyes 
for 
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for being ſo far without reaſon. It is a 
kind of apoſtacy and rebellion againſt 
God's providence to judge without cal. 
ling God to be a preſident in our counſel, 
or to take in hand any human inventions 
without the aſſiſtande of his ſpirir. 


3. God is pleaſed to lodge pearls within 


cockles; and beſtows his treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and virtue many times upon perſons 
who have the moſt unſaſhionable outſides, 

S conmorecheck homin wiſdom. ' He 
makes his orators of thoſe who are ſpeech- 
leſs; and numbers of frogs and flies to 
overthrow mighty armies. Hemakes kings 
out of ſhepherds, and ſerves himſelf of 
things which are not as if they were. The 
moſt pleaſing ſacrifice which he receives 
upon earth is from the humble, and when 
we deſpiſe thoſe, we divert the honours 


5 of God. We offer ſacrifice to the world's 


opinion like the ſages of Egypt, who did 
light candles and burn incenſe to croco- 
diles. The Jews loft their faith to fol- 
low appearances, and there is no ſhorter 
way to apoſtacy than to adore the world 
and neglect God. 


4. An 
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4 An ill opinion makes folk many 


times paſs a raſh judgment: they mount 


into God's chair to judge the hearts of 
men: the chaſte doves are uſed like ravens, 


and ravens like ſwans. Opinion puts falſe 
ſpectacles upon our eyes, which make 
faults ſeem virtues, and virtues crimes : 


Yer nevertheleſs we ſhould think that vir- 


tuous perſons will not conceive an ill ſuſ- 
picion of their neighbour without a very 
ſure ground. Sr. John Climachus faith, 
Fire is no more contrary to water than 
raſh judgment is tothe ſtate of repentance. 
It is a certain ſign that we do not ſee our 
own fins when we ſeek curiouſly after 
the leaſt defects of our neighbour. If we 
would: but once enter into ourſelves, we 
ſhould be ſo buſy to lament our own 
lives that we ſhould not have time to 
cenſure thoſe of others. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Judge moſt redoubrable, who doſt 
plant thy throne within the hearc 

of man; who judgeth the greateſt mo- 
narchs without leaving them power .to 
appeal: thy judgments are ſecret and 
$ Oo impenetra. 


—— — 
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impenetrable: that which ſhines to our” 
eyes like a diamond is like a contempti- 
ble worm in thy balance. That Which we 
value as a ſtar, thou judgeſt to be a coal. 
We have juſt ſo much greatneſs, virtue 
and happineſs as we have by entrance into 
thy heart: and he whom thou eſteemeſt 
needs not the judgment of mortal man, 

No innocent is juſtified, nor guilty perſon Ml | 

condemned without thee; and therefore : 

Iwill from henceforth judge-only accor- il | 

ding to thee. I will lay down all my af- 

jections and take thine, ſo far as Jam 

> able, and I will account nothing great / 

( 

] 


but what ſhall be ſo in thy eſteem. 


/ - 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday the fourth 
week in Lent, St. John ix. 


. 
| 
8 

| 


Of the blind man cured by clay and ſpittle. 


A ND Jeſus us paſſing by ſaw a blind ma! e 

from his nativity; and his diſciples ll i 
asketh bim, Rabbi, who hath finned? this i þ 
man or bis parents, that he ſhould be born ill i: 
blind £ Jeſus anſwered, Neither hath this il 2 


man fn ned, nor his parents; but that the 
works 


/ 


r On 
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works of God may be manifeſted in bim. I 
muſt work the works of him that ſent me 
while it is day; the night cometh when no 
man can work. As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world. When he had 
ſaid theſe things, he ſpit on the ground, and 
made clay of the ſpittle and ſpread the clay 

upon his eyes and ſaid to him, Go waſh in 
the pool of Siloe, which is interpreted, ſent. 


He went e and e and be came 


ſeeing. | | 
Therefore the nei lidar and they which © 


had ſeen him before that he was a N 


ſaid, Ts not this he that ſat and begged? 


Others 'ſaid, that this is he. But 'others 


No; not ſo; but he is like him. Bat he ſaid, 
That I am he. They ſaid therefore to him, 
Hot were thine eyes opened? He anſwered, 


That man that is called Feſus matte clay aud 


anointed mine eyes, and ſaid to me go to tbe 


pool of Siloe and waſh, and Iwent andwaſh- 


ed and ſaw. And they ſaid to him, Where” 
is be? He ſaith I know not. They bring 


him that had been blind to the phariſees. And 
it was the ſabbath when Jeſus made — 
and 92 55 his eyes. 

0 2 thats 


a 
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Again therefore the phariſees asked him 
how he ſaw ? But he ſaid to them, He put 
clay upon mine eyes and I waſhed and I ſee. 
Certain therefore of the Phariſees ſaid, This 
man is not of God that keeperh not the ſab- 
bath. But others ſaid, How can a man that 
is a ſinner do theſe Signs £ And there was a 
ſchiſm among them. They ſay therefore to 
the blind again, Thou, what ſayſ# thou of 
him that opened thine eyes? And he ſaid, 
That he is a prophet. The Jews therefore 
Aid not believe of him that he had been bling 
and ſaw, until they called the parents of 
him that ſaw, and asked them, ſaying, Is 
this your ſon, whom you ſay was born blind? 
How then doth he ſee? His parents anſwered 
them and ſaid, We know that this is our ſon, 
and that he was born blind but how he now 
ſeeth we know not, or who hath opened his 
eyes we know not; ask himſelf, he is of age, 
let himſelf ſpeak of himſelf. Theſe things his 
parents ſaid, becauſe they feared the Fews: 
for the Fews had now conſpired that if any 
man ſhould confeſs him to be Chriſt he ſhouls 
be put out of the ſynagogue, Therefore did 
his parents ſay, that he is of age, as him- 


ſelf. They therefore again called the man _ 


* 
{ 
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bad been blind, and ſaid to him, Give glory 


to God, we know that this man is a ſinner. 

He therefore ſaid to them, Whether he be a 
Inner I know not; one thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I ſce. They ſaid 
therefore to him, What did he to thee? How 
did he open thine eyes © He anſwered them, 
I have now told you, and ye have heard, why 
will you hear it again? Will you alſo become 
his diſciples ® They reviled him therefore, 
andJaid, Be thou his diſciple; but we are tha 


diſciples of Moſes: We know that to Moſes 1 


Gd did ſpeak : but this man we know not 
whente he is. The man anſwered and ſaid to 
them, for in this it is marvellous that you 
know not whence he is, and he hath opened 
mine eyes. And we know that ſinners God 
loth not hear. But if a man be à ſerver of 
God, and do the will of him, him he heareth. 
From the beginning of the world it hath not 


been heard, that any man hath opened tbe 


eyes of one born blind unleſs this man were 
F God he could not do any thing. They an- 


fwered and ſaid to him, thou waſt wholly born 
in fin, and doft thou teach us? And they 


did 577 him forth. 


. Jeet | 
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JFieſus heard that they caſt him forth, and 
hen he had found him he ſaid to him, Daſt 
thou believe in the ſon of God ? he anſwered 
and ſaid, Who is the Lord, that I may be- 
Hieve in him? And Feſus ſaid to him, both 

thou haſt ſeen him, and he that talketh 
- with thee, he it is. But he ſaid, I believe, 
Lord; and falling down he adored hi m. 


9 MoxrxALITIES. \ 

. JESVS the father of all brightneſs 

| (who walked accompany'd with his 
twelve apoſtles as the ſun doth with the 
hours of the day) gives eyes to a blind 
man, and-doth it by clay and ſpittle, to 
teach us that none hath power todo works 
above nature but he that was the author 
of it. On the other fide a blind man be- 
comes a king over perſons of the cleareſt 
ſight: and being reſtored to light he ren- 


ders again the fame to the firft fountain 


from whence it came. He makes himſelf 
an advocate to plead for thechieteſt truth, 
and of a poor beggar becomes a confeſſor; 


and after he had deplored his miſery at 


-the temple gare, teacheth all mankind the 
_ eſtate of its own felicities. We ſhould, 
* | "5 
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in imitation of him, love the light by ador- 
ing the fountainot it, and behave ourſelves 
as witneſfes and defenders of the truth. 
2, Godis alight, and by his light draws 
all unto him! he makes a break of day 
by his grace in this life, which becomes 
afterward a perfect day for all eternity. 
But many loſe themſelves in this world, 
ſome for want of light, ſome by a falſe 
light, and ſome by having too much light. 
3. Thoſe loſe themſelves for want of 
light who are not at all inftructed in the 
faith and maxims of the chriſtian religion; 
and thoſe inſtead of approaching near the - 
light love their own darkneſs. They hate 
the light of their ſalvation as the ſhadow 
of death, and think that if you give them 
eyes to ſee their own blindneſs, you take 
away their lite. If they ſeem Chriſtians, 


they yet have nothing bur the name and 
the appearance, the book of Jeſus is ſhut 


from them; or if they make a ſhew to 
read, they may name the letters, but ne- 
ver can pronounce one right good word. 
4. Others deſtroy themſelves by falſe 
lights, who being wedded to their n 
9 adoring the chimeras of their 
3 ſpirits, - | 
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ſpirits, think themſelves full of know- 
ledge, juſt and happy; that the ſun riſeth 
only for them, and that all the reſt of the 
world is in darkneſs; they conceive that 
they have the faireſt ſtars for conductors, 
bur at the end of their career they find, 
too late, that this pretended light was but 
an ignis fatuus which led them to a pre- 
clpice of eternal flames. It is the worſt 
of all follies to be wiſe in our own eye- 
«fight, and the worſt of all temptations is 
for a man to be a devil to himſelf. 

5. Thoſe ruin themſelves with too 
much light who have all God's law by 
- heart but never have any heart tothat law. 
They know the ſcriptures, all learning 
and ſciences, they underſtand every thing 

but themſelves; they can find ſpots in the 
ſun; they can give new names to the ſtars; 
they perſuade themſelves that God is all 
that they apprehend : but after all this 
heap of knowledge they are found to be 
like the ſages of Pharaoh and can produce 
nothing but blood and trogs: They em- 
broil and trouble the world; they ſtain 
their own lives, and at their deaths leave 


vothing to continue but the memory of 
+ their 


\ 
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their ſins. It would be more expedient 
for them, rather than have ſuch light, to 
carry fire wherewith to be burning in the 
love of God, and not to ſwell and burſt 
with that kind of knowledge. All learn- 
ing which is not join'd with a good life, 
is like a picture in the air, which hath no 
table to make it ſubſiſt. It is not ſuffici- 
ent to be elevated in ſpirit, like the pro- 
phets, except a man do enter into ſome 
perfect imitation of their virtues. 


As PIRNATIONs. 


O Fountain of all brightneſs, befors, 


whom night can have no veil, who 


ſeeſt the day ſpring out of thy boſom, to 


ſpread itſelf over all nature, wilt thou 
have no pity upon my blindneſs? Will 
there be no medicine for my eyes, which 
have ſo often grown dull and heavy with 
earthly humours? O Lord I want light, 
being always blind to my own fins. So 


many years are paſt wherein I have dwelt 
with myſelf and yet know not what I am. 
Self- lovemaketh me ſometimes apprehend. 
imaginary virtues in great and ſee all my 
crimes in little. 15 too often believe my 

own | 
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own judgment, and adore my own opini- 


ons as gods and goddeſſes, and if thou 


ſend me any light, I make ſo ill uſe of it, 


that Idazzle myſelf even inthe brightneſs 


of the day, making little or no profit of 
that which would be ſo much to my own 
advantage, if I were ſo happy as to know 
it. But henceforth I will have no eyes 
but for thee: I will only contemplate 
thee, O life of all beauties, and draw all 
the powers of my ſoul into my eyes, that 
I may the better apprehend the myſtery 
of thy bounties. O caſt upon me one beam 
of thy grace, ſo powerful that it may 
never forſake me till I may ſee the ay 


of 3 
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The 4 Goſpel for Thurſday the fourth week 
"MS 7 Lent, St, Luke vil. | 


; of the widow' 8 ſon raiſed from death to 
5 life at Naim, by our Saviour. 


| af D- it came to paſs afterwards he 
went into a city that is called Naim, 
and there went with him his diſciples, and 
2 4 r great multitude ; s . when he came 
| nigh 


«+. ie. r a6 COD XOJd 


. TTT r a0. m5 *© 


Entertainments for: Loos. 155 


nigh to the gate of the city behold a dead man 
was carried forth, the only ſon of his mother, 
and ſhe was a widow, and a great multitude 
of the city with her, whom when our Lord 
| had ſeen, being moved with mercy upon her, 
he ſaid to her, Weep not and he came near 
and touched the cofiin ; and they that carried 
it flood ſtill And he ſaid, Young man I ſay 
to thee ariſe And be that was dead ſat up 
and began to ſpeak. And he gave him to his _ 
mother, and fear took them all; and they 

magnified God, ſaying, That a great pro- 
Phet is riſen among us and that God hath 
viſted his people. And this ſaying went forth 
into all Jewry of him, and into all the © 
country round about. | 


| MokALITIES. 
* Us met at the gates of Naim, 


(which is interpreted the town of 


beauties) a young man carried to burial, 
to ſne w us that neither beauty nor youth 
are ſreed from the laws of death. We 
fear death, and there is almoſt nothing 
more immortal: here below every thing 


dies but death itſelf. We ſee him always 


in the Goſpels, we touch him every day 
by 


— 


a. 
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by our experiences, and yet neither the 
Goſpels make us ſufficiently faithful, nor 
our experiences well adviſed. 

2. If we behold death by his natural 
face, he ſeems a little ſtrange to us, be- 
cauſe we have not ſeen him well acted 
We lay upon him ſcithes, bows and ar. 
rows, we put upon him ugly antic faces, 
we compaſs him round about with terror 
and illuſions, of all which he never fo 
much as thought. It is a profound ſleep 
in which nature lets itſelf fall inſenſible 
when ſne is tired with the diſquiets of 
this life. It is a ceſſation of all thoſe ſer- 
vices which the ſoul renders to the fleſh. 
It is an execution of God's will, and a 
decree common to all the world. To be 
diſquieted and drawn by the ears to pay a 
debt which ſo many millions of men ot all 
Conditions have paid before us, is to do 
as a frog, that would ſwim againſt a ſharp 
ftream of a forcible torrent. We have 
been as it were dead to ſo many ages 
Which went before us; we die piece-meal 
every day; we eſſay death often in our 
ſleep; diſcreet men expect him, fools de- 
ſpiſe him, and the moſt diſdainful perſone 


muſt 
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je mauſt entertain him, Shall we not know 
r and endeavour to do that one thing well 
which being once well perform'd will 
al give us. life forever? Methinks it is rather, 
e. a gift of God to die ſoon, than to ſtay {8 
d. late amongſt the occaſions of ſin. N 
a 3. It is not death, but a wicked life / 
, we have cauſe to fear: That only lies 
rs WM heavy and both troubles us, and keeps us 
from underſtanding and taſting the ſweets 
of death. He that can die to ſo many little 
dead and dying things, which make us 
die every day by our unwillingneſs to 
forſake them, ſhall find that death is no- 
thing to him. But we would fain (in 
death) carry the world with us upon our 
ſhoulders to the grave; and that is a thing 
we cannot do. We would avoid the judg- 
ment of a juſt God; and that is a thing 
which we ſhould not ſo much as think. 
Let us clear our accounts before we die; 
let us take order for our foul by repent- 
ance, and a moderate care of our body's _ 
burial: Let us order our goods by a good 
and charitable teſtament, with a diſereet 
direction for the poor, for our children 
and rays to be executed by fit per- 
P ſons. 
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ſons. Let us put ourſelves into the pro- 


tection of the divine providence with a 
moſt perfect confidence; and how can we 


then fear death, being in the armsof lite? 


ASPIRATIONS. 


0 2 fountain of all lives, in whoſe 

boſom all things are living: Jeſus, 
the fruit of the dead, who haſt deſtroyed 
the kingdom of ls; why ſhould we 
fear a path which thou haſt ſo terrified 
with thy ſteps, honoured with thy blood, 
and ſanctified by thy conqueſts? Shall 
we never die to ſo many dying things? 
All is dead here for us, and we have no 
life if we do not ſeek it from thy heart. 
What ſhould I care for death tho? he 
came with all thoſe grim, hideous and 
antic faces which men put upon him? for 
when ! ſee him thro' thy wounds, thy 


blood, and thy venerable death, I find he 


hath no ſting at all. If I ſhall walk in che 
ſhadow of death and a thouſand terrors 


ſhall conſpire againſt me on every fide to 


diſturb my quiet, I will fear nothing, 


being placed in the arms of thy provi- 
dence. 9 my Bene maſter, do but once 


| touch 


1 
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. touch the winding ſheet of my body which 

a holds down my ſoul fo often within the 

e Wl ſleep of death and fin. Command me to 

ö ariſe and ſpeak, and then the light of thy 
morning ſhall never ſer; my diſcourſes 
ſhall be always of thy praiſes, and my 


e life ſhall be only a ee of thy 
" beautiful countenance. 
d ä 

e 5 
d 


The Goſpel for Friday the fourth week in 
| n H. John xi. 85 


Of the raiſing of Lazarus from death. 


0 AND there was a certain fick man, ; 
Lazarus of Bethania, of the town-of _ 
le Mary and Mart ha her fiſter, (and Mary 
d was ſhe that anointed our Lord with oini- 
r ment, and wiped his feet with her hair, 
y whoſe brother Lazarus was ficke) his fofters _ © 
1 therefore ſent to him, ſaying, Lord, bebold  * 
g he whom thou loveſt is fc. And Jeſus | 
rs bearing, ſaid unto them, His fuckneſs is not 
0 to death, but for the glory of God, thet the 
„ WM ſon may be glorified by it. And Jeſus loved 
i- Martha and her ſiſter Mary and Lazarus. 
e As he heard therefore that he was ck, then 
ch „„ | bg 
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be tarried in the ſame place two days then 
after this he ſaid to his diſciples, Let us go 
into Jewry again. The diſciples ſay to him, 
Rabbi, now the Fews ſought to flone thee, 
| and goeſtthoathither again ? Jeſus anſwered, 
, Are there not twelve hours of the day? If 
aà man walk in the day he ftumblath not, be- 
Cauſe he feeth the light of this world; but 
if he walk in the night he ſtumbleth, becauſe 
the light is not in him. Theſe things be ſaid; 
and after this he ſaid to them, Lazarus our - 
Friend ſleepeth; but I go that I may raiſe him 
From ſleep. His diſciples therefore ſaid, 
Lord, if be ſleep he ſhall be ſafe. But Jeſus 
Pate of his death, and they thong hi thai 
be ſhake of the ſleeping of ſleep. Then there- 
fore Feſus ſaid to them plainly, Lazarus is 
dead, and I am glad for your ſakes, that 
yon may believe, becauſe I was not there. 
Bor kt ns go to bim. Thomas therefore, who 
was called Didymns, ſaid to the diſciples, 
L.et us alſo go to die with him, Jeſus there- 
ore came and found him now, having been 
four days in the grave. And Bethania was 
nigh to Jeriſalem, about fifteen furlongs. 
And many of the Jews were come to Martha 
and 8 to comfort them concerning their 
brother 
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brother. Mart ha therefore when ſhe heard 
that Jeſus was come went to meet him, but 


| Mary ſat at home. Martha therefore ſaid to 


Feſus, Lord, if thou hadſt been here, my 


brot her had not died: but now alſo I know, 


thatwhat thing ſoever thou ſhalt ask of Ged, 
God will give thee. Jeſus ſaid to her, Thy 
brother ſhall riſe again. Martha ſaid to him, 


I know that he ſhall riſe again in the reſur- 


rection in the laſt day. Jeſus ſaid to ber, I 
am the reſurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in me, although he be dead, ſhall 
live. And every one that Ii vet h aud belieu- 
eh in me, ſhall not die for ever. Believeſt 


thou this? She ſaid to him, Tea, Lord, I 
have believed that thou art Chriſt the ſon of 
God that art come into this world, © 


MoRALITIES. 5 
I. O0 Saviour Jeſus makes herel a 
ſtrong aſſault upon death, to cure 


our infirmities at the coſt of his deareſt 


friends: He ſuffered Lazarus, whom he 


loved tenderly, to fall into a violent ſick- 


favourites are not free from infirmities, 


and that to make men ſaints they muft not 
REES. P3 enjoy 


— 
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neſs, to teach us that the bodies of God's 


* 
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enjoy too much health. A ſoul is never 
more worthy to be a houſe for God than 
when ſhe raiſeth up the greatneſs of her 
courage, the body being caſt down with 
ſickneſs. A foul which fuffers is a ſacred 
thing. All the world did touch our Savi- 
our before his paſſion ; thethrong of peo- 
ple preſſed upon him, bur after his death 
he would nor be touched by St. Mary 
Magdalen, becauſe he was confecrated 
by his dolours. 

2. The good her- diſpatch a n 
ger, not toa ſtrange God, as they do who 
ſeek for beatth from remedies which are 
a thouſand times worſe than the diſeaſe, 
butthey addreſſed themſelves tothe living 
God, the God of life and death, ro drive 
away death: and to recover life they were 
content only to ſthew the wound to the 


| } _ Faithful friendſhip of the phyſician with- 


bout preſcribing any remedies; ſo that is 
better left to his providence than com- { 


; 85 mitted to our paſſion. 


3. He defers his cure to raiſe from 


death. 'The delay of God's favours is not 


always a refuſal, but ſometimes a double 
Uberality; the vows of good men are 
paid 
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paid with uſury: it was expedient that 
Lazarus ſhoulddie, that he might triumph 
over death in the triumph of Jeſus Chriſt. 
It is here that we ſhould always raife 
bigh our thoughts, by conſidering our 
glory in the ſtateof reſurrection; he would 
have us believe it not only as it is a leſſon 
of nature imprinted above the skies, upon 
the plants or elements of the world, and 
as a doctrine which many ancient philoſo- 
phers had by the light of nature, but alſo 
as 2 belief which is faſt jqĩned to the faith 
we have inthe divine providence, which 
keeps our bodies in truſt under its feal 
within the boſom of the earth, ſo that 


preſcription of time can make laws to re- 


ſtrain his power, having paſſed his word 
and taiſed up Lazarus, who was but as. 
one grain of feed in reſpe& of all poſterity. 

4. Jeſus wept over Lazarus, thereby 
to 4 over us all. Ourevils were la- 


mentable, and could never ſufficiently. be 


deptored without opening a fountain of 
tears within heaven and within the eyes 
of the ſon of God. This is juttly the river 


which comes from that place of all plea- 
ſure to water paradiſe. How could thofe 


heavenly. 
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heavenly tears come from any other than 
the place of all delight, ſince they iſſued 
from a brain and from eyes which were 
united to the divinity? And how ſhould 
they not water paradiſe, ſince torſo many 
ages they have flowed over the church 
for producing the fruits of juſtice? The 
balm of Egypt could not grow without 
water of that well which was commonly 
called the fountain of Jeſus, becauſe the 
bleſſed virgin had there waſhed the cloaths 
of her dear ſon; and we have no odour 
or virtue, nor good converſation which 
is not directly barren, except it be en- 
dued with the merit of our Saviour's tears. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


o Eyes of my Saviour, from whence 
| the ſun receives his cleareſt light! 
3 Fair eyes, which only deſerve eternal 

joys and delights, why ſhould you this 


day be moiſtned with tears? Thou didſt 
give me, O! only love of my heart, the 
blood of thy ſoul before thou ſhed'ſt that 
of thy body. There are ſo many things 
tomake me weep, and I feel them ſo little, 


that if thy tears do not weep for me, 
| I ſhall 
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I ſhall always be miſerable Water 
then, O my ſweet maſter, the barrenneſs 
of my ſoul from that fountain of bleſſing 
which I have opened within thine eyes 
and heart: I have opened it by my fins, 
and let ir, I beſeech thee, vial me by 
thy infinite mercies. $ 


+ 
4 
* * 
* & 


The Goſpel for "OW the fourth week — 
Lent," Ct. John vii. | 


Upon our Saviour's words, I am the light - 
of the world. 


A;, GAIN therefore Jeſus ſpake to them, 
ſaying, I am the light of the world; 


be that followeth me, - walketh not in "_ | 
neſs but ſball have the light of life. © | 
Phariſees therefore ſaid to him, thou Pe i 
teftimony of thyſelf, thy teſtimony is not true, 
Jeſus anſwered and ſaid to them, although 
Ido give teſtimony of myſelf, my teſt iomony 
is true; becattſe I know whence I came, and 
whither I goo. but you know not whence I 
came, or whither I go. You judge according 
to the fleſh, I do not judge any man. And 

if 1 do judge, my n is true, becanje wo 


. | f 
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I am not dlone, but I, and he that ſent me, 
_ the Father. And in your law it is written, 
that the teſtimony of two men is true. I am 
he that give teſtimony of myſelf and he 
that ſent me, the father, giveth teſtimony 
cf me. They ſaid therefore to him, Where 
is thy fat her? Jeſus anſwered, Neither me 
do you know, nor my father. if you did know 
me, perhaps you might know my father alſo. 
Theſe words Jeſus ſpake. in the treaſury, 
teaching in the temple, and no man appre- 
Hended him, becauſe his hour was not yet 
come. e 
| MorALITIES. 
4; © 4 ef E is in the bleſſed Trinity 
| a communicating light to which 
nothing is communicated ; another light 
which is communicative and communi- 
cated; and a third light which is com- 
municated but not communicating. The 
firſt is the heavenly father, who gives but 
takes nothing. The ſecond is that of the 
Son, who takes from his Father and gives 
to the Holy Ghoſt all that can be given. 


The third is the Holy Ghoſt, which re- | 


_ ceives equally from the Father and the 
Son, and doth produce nothing in the 
IIs | Trinity. 
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Trinity. But Jeſus illuminating from all 
eternity this ſtate, (for ever to be adored) 
did vouchſafe to deſcend into the country 

of our darkneſs, to ſcatter it by his bright- 
neſs." It is he that hath thrown down 
the crocodiles and bats from prophane 
altars ; who hath broken ſo many idols; 
who hath overthrown ſo many temples 
of the adulterers and murthering Gods, 
to plant the honours of his heavenly fa- 
ther. He hath inveſted the world, dur- 
ing ſo many ages with the ſhining of his 
face. He doth not ceaſe to give light, 
nor to kindle in our hearts many inſpi- 
rations, which are like ſo many ſtars to 
conduct us to the fountain of all happi- 
neſs. You are very blind if you do not 


ſee this, and much more miſerable if you 0 
deſpiſe it. 


n 2. It is moſt e to do as the 

. Jews did, to ſpeak every day to the light, 

. and yet love their own darkneſs. Screech- 
> Wl Owls find holes and nights to keep them- 
ſelves from day, which they cannot abide. 
: But he that flies from the face of God, 
Where can he find darkneſs enough to 


gs himſelf? when he ſhall be within 
the 


7" "0 


* 
% — 
* 
* 


„„ ——— — —— . —§—˖«— A Toa ee eB oo SOR 
0 ” 
f : 1 
þ b 
1 * | . ' 
* 
U 
* 
» . 


Entertainments for Lent. 

the gulf of ſin, his own conſcience will 
light up a thouſand torches to ſee his 
puniſhments. It is the worſt of all miſ- 
chief to pay for the contempt of the 
fountain of light hy ſuffering everlaſting 


darkneſs. 


3. Let us behold the converſation of Je. 
ſus Carift as a ſea- mark ſtuck all over with 


lights; his life gives teſtimony of his 
ſanctity ; his miracles-pabliſh his power; 


his law declares his infinite wiſdom ; his 
ſanctity gives us an example to imitate ; 
his power gives the ſtrength of authority 
to make him the more readily obeyed ; 
and from his wiſdom, faith is given to 


= _— and govern our belief, 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O My Lord Jeſus, the ſpirit of all 


beaufies, and the moſt viſible of all 
lights what do the eyes of my ſoul, if 


they be not always buſied in the contem- 


plation of thy brightneſs? When I find 


thou art departed from me, methinks / 


am buried withiumy ſelf, aud that my foul 


is nothing elſe but a ſepulchre of terrors, 
MO". me . but when thou 


5 returneſt 
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returneſt by thy viſits and confolations, 
I am Thearfully revived, and my heart 
leaps in thy preſence as a child rejoiceth 
at the ſight of his dear nurſe. O light of 
lights, which doſt illuminate man coming 
into this world, I will contemplate thee 
at the ſun- riſing above all creatures. I 
will follow thee with mine eyes all the 
day long, and I will not leave thee at 
ſan-ſetting, for there is nothing can be 
in value near like thee. Ir belongs only 
to thee, O ſun of my ſoul, to ariſe at all 
hours, and to give light at mid-nighr, as 
well as at noon-day. 


df 


—— ͤ b6K 


The Goſpel for Paſſion-Sunday, St. 
John viii. 


Upon theſe words, who can accuſe me 

of fin? | N 
eee Hof you ſhall argue me fn © 

If T ſay the verity, why do ou not be- 

lieve me? He that is of God heareth the 
words of God Therefore you hear not, be- 
cauſe you are not of God. The Jews there 
fore anſwered and ſaid to bim, Do not we 
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ſay well that thou art a Samaritan and haſt 
a devil? Feſus anſwered, I have nd devi! 
but I do honour my father, and you have 
diſhonoured- me. But I ſeek not mine own 
glory. There is this ſeeketh and judgetb. 
Amen, Amen, I ſay to you, if any man keep 
my word, he ſhall not ſee death for ever, 
| The Jews therefore ſaid, now wwe know 
that thou haſt a devil, Abraham is dead, 
and the prophets; and thou ſayeſt, if any mai 
" keep my word, he ſhall not taſte death for 
ever. W hy, art thou greater than our father 
Abraham, who is dead? and the prophets 
are dead; whom doft thou make thyſelf '? fe. 
ſus anſwered, If I do glorify myſelf, my glory 
is nothing. It is my father that glorifyeth 
me, whom you ſay that he is your God, and 
von have not known him, but I know him. 
And if I ſay that I know him not, I ſhall 
be like to you, a liar: but I do know hin, 
and do keep his word. Abraham your Father 
rejuſred that he might ſee my day, and bt 
ſaw, and was glad. The Jews therefore ſai 
to him, thou haſt not yet ſeen fifty years, and 
haſt thou ſeen Abraham? Jeſus ſaid tothen, 
Amen, Amen, I ſay to 'you, before thi 
Abrabam was made. I A; They took tones 
the regen 


* 
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therefore to caſt at him. But Feſus hid him- 
ſelf, and went out of the temple. 


. MozALITIES. | 

PHE Saviour gf the world being, 
| reſolved to ſuffer death as the 
prieſt of his own ſacrifice, and ſacrifice 


of his prieſthood, ſhews that it is an effect 


of his mercy, and nor a ſuffering for any 
fault. He doth advance the ſtandard of 
the croſs, which was the puniſhment of 


guilty perſons, but he brought with him 
innocency, which is the mark of ſaints: 


He honours. it with his dolours, and ſa- 
| clifices, ic with, his blood, to glorify it 


in the eſtimation of all the juſt. He is 


without ſpot, and capable to take out all 
ſtains by his infinite ſanctity; and yet he 
ſuffered as a ſinner to blot out all our 
fins, It is in this ſuffering he would have 
us all imitate him. He doth not require 


us to make a heaven, nor ſtars, nor to 
enlarge the ſea, or to make the earth firm; 


but to make ourſelves holy as he is holy, 
according to our capacity. And this we 
may gain by his favour, which he hath 


by his own nature. No man is worthy 


Q 2 | to 


* 
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to ſuffer with Jeſus, who doth not pu- 
rify himſelf by the ſuffering of Jeſus, If 
we wiſer i in ſig we carry the croſs of the 


„ 


Tofus, and conſecrate our rribulatians by 


dur own virtues, 


2. It is ſaid that the venomous ferpent 
called a Baſilisk, which kills both men 
and beaſts by his peſtilent breath, kills 
himſelf when he ſees a looking-glaſs by 


the very reflection of his own poiſon. 


The Jews do here the very fame: they 
come about this great mirror of ſanEtity, 
which carried all the glory of the living 


5 od; he caſts his beams upon them, but 


envy the mother of murder, which kills 


teil only by the ru er oli arrows, 


makes them dart out venomous words to 
diſhonour him; yet his incomparable 

virtues kill them, without loſing any of 
His own brightnefs, to teach us, that 
the beauty of innocency is the beſt bucks 
ler againſt all flanders. Though it ſeem 

to be rarniſhed for a time, yet her bright- 


neſs will thereby become more lively; 


for it is a ſtar which the blackeſt veil of 


night cannot darken. | | 
3. Abrabam 
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3. Abraham did rejoice at this day of 
| God, two thouſand years before it was 
maniteſted to the world: All the patri- 
archs did long after it, and did anticipate 
their felicities by the purity of their 
thoughts. This bleſſed day hath been re- 


ſerved for us, and yet many ot us deſpiſe 


it. We ſo much love the day of man, that 
by the force of too much love to it, we 
forget the love of God. We ſhould and 
muſt contemn thoſe periſhing days of 
worldly honours and pleaſures which are 
covered with erernal night, that we may 
partake the eternity of that beautitul day 
which thall never have evening. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O God of purity, in whoſe preſence the 


angels, raviſhed with admiration, do 
cover their faces with their wings, and 
have no ſweeter extaſies than the admira- 
tion of thy beauty : 'The ſtars are not pure 
enough betore thy redoubted majeſty : 
The ſun beholds thee as the true author 


of his light. Thou only canſt purify all 
human kind by a fanQity which ſpreads | 
itſelf over all ages. Alas, I am confound= 
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ed to ſee my ſinful ſoul ſo often dyed 


black with ſo many ſtains and beaſtly or- 
dures, betore thoſe moſt pure beams of 
thy glory. Wath, O waſh again out all 
which diſpleaſeth thee. Regenerate in 
my heart a ſpirit that ſhall be worthy of 
thyſelf. How ſhall I follow thee to mount 
Calvary, it I be purſued with ſo many 
ill habits, which I have often deteſted 
before thine eyes? How can I go in com- 
pany with the firſt and greateſt of all ſaints, 
drawing after me ſo many ſins. The in- 
ereaſe of my offences would mutliply thy 
croſſes: I will therefore do my beſt to 


drown all my imperſections within thy 


blood. Iwill procure light to my nights, 


by that bright and beautiful day which 


Abraham ſaw, from that glorious day 
which took beginning from thy croſs. I 
will no more care for the day of man, 
that I may the better *PPIy mytelt to the 
=_ of God. 
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_ The Goſpel for Monday the fifth week in 
Lent, St. John vii. 2 


Ice ſaid to the phariſees, You. Thall 
ſeek and not find me: And, He that is 
thirſty let him come to me. 155 


AY D the princes and phariſees ſont mi 
niſters to apprehend him. Feſus there- 

fore ſaid to them: Yet a little time am I 
with you, and I &. to him that ſent me - Jou 
ſeek me and ſhall not find me; and ;; where 
I am you cannot come. The Jews therefore 
ſaid amoug themſelves, Whither. will this 
man gog that we ſhall not find him ? Wilt 
he go unto the a iſper/ion of the Gentiles and 
reach the Gentiles? What j is this [a 7 7 that 
be hath ſaid, You ſhall ſeek. me an Hall not 
find me. and where I am you cannot come, 
And its the laſt, the great. day of the fe Hie 
vity, Zeſus food and cried, ſaying, F. any man 
thirſt, let him come to ms and drink He 
that believeth in me, as. the ſcripture ſaith, 
out of his belly Hall flow rivers of living 
water. And this he ſaid of the ſpirit that 
they ſhould receive which, frivens in lim. | 
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ed to ſee my finful ſoul ſo often dyed 

black with ſo many ſtains and beaſtly or- 
dautes, betore thoſe moſt pure beams of 
thy glory. Wath, O waſh again out all 
which diſpleaſeth thee. Regenerate in 
my heart a ſpirit that ſhall be worthy of 
thyſelf, How ſhall I follow thee to mount 
Calvary, if I be purſued with ſo many 
ill habits, which I have often deteſted 
before thine eyes? How can Igo in com- 
pany with the firſt and greateſt of all ſaints, 
drawing after me ſo many ſins. The in- 
creaſe of my offences would mutliply thy 
croſſes: I will therefore do my beſt to 


drown all my imperſections within thy 


blood. I will procure light to my nights, 


dy that bright and beautiful day which 


Abraham ſaw, from that glorious day 
which took beginning from thy croſs. 1 
will no more care for the day of man, 
that I may the better *PPly myſelf to the 
xx of God. 
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Dye Goſpel for Monday the fifth week in 
Lent, St. John vil. * TE 


Teſus ſaid to the phariſees, You. Thall 
ſeek and not find me: And, He that is 
thirſty let him come to me. 


A ND the princes and phariſees {ent mi 
nifters to apprehend him. 7 eſus there- 
fore ſaid to them: Tet a little time am 1 
with you, and 1 4⁰ to him that ſent me. Jou 
: ſeek me and ſhall not find me; and ;; where 
I am you cannot come. The Jews therefore 
ſaid among themſelves, Whither. will this 
man go, that we ſhall not find him f Will | 
he go unto the diſper/jon of the Gentiles and 
reach the Gentiles? What js this per that 
be hath ſaid, You ſhall ſeek me an foall not 
find me: and where I am yon cannot come, 
And in the laſt, the great day of the fe Hi. 
vity, Feſus food and cried, ſaying, If any mam 
thirſt, let him come to me and drin He 
that believeth in me, as. the ſcripture ſaith, ; 
oat of bis belly: Hall flow rivers of living 
water. And this he ſaid of the ſpirit that 
they Hrs receive which, Privencs in him. 
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MokAlLITIES. 


I. „ e ſor your comfort this excel- 
lent word of our Saviour: He 

that i is thifſty, and deſires in this world 
to thirſt after God, let him come unto 
me, and he ſhall bench his thirſt at the 
chiefeſt fountain. St. Aguſtine ſaith, we 
are all here as David was in the deſert of 

Idumea. Our life is a perpetual altera- 
tion which will never be ſettled while 
we live. If we be weary, wWe deſire reſt, 
and if we reſt overlong, our bed becomes 
troubleſome though it ſhould be all of roſes, 
Then agaio we thirſt to be in action and 
buſineſs, which alſo in a ſhorr time tires 
us, and puts us into another alteration, 


and that carries us again to a deſire to do 


nothing. All our life goeth like Penelope's 
web, hat one hour effects the next de- 
firoys.. We do ſufficiently perceive that 
we-are not well in this world: Iris a 
large bed but very troubleſome, wherein 
every man ſtirs and tumbles himſelf up 


and down, but no man can here attain to 


his perfect — 
2. This 


* 


ond. my 


2 


Entettainments for Text. 1) 
2. This news us plainly that we are 
made for God, ang that we ſhould thirſt 
after divine nia f wedefire true con- 
tentment. There is no default in him, 
becauſe all that eag be deſired: is there, 
and yet there is no fuperfluit eg becauſe 
there can be nothing Bend hüm. There 
only we abound without neceſſity; we 
are aſſured Wirhout fear, aht glorious 
without change: And it is there only 
where we find all daf ſatisſa&tion-pers 
ſectly accompliſhed. For to ſpeak truth; 
contentmeut confiſteth -in- four principal 
things; which are, to bave a conremting 
object, to haves heart capable to appre 
hend ir, to feel a ſtrong inclination to itz 
and to enter igtb an ubſolute full poffeſ- 
ſion of it. Now God hath provided for 
all this by his infinite bougty. He will 
dot have us affect any othet object of 
pleaſare but his own. He is God, and 
and therefore can have nothing hoe God 
for his ſatis faction, and intends graciouſly 
that we ſhall have the fame. He will have 
us thirſt after him, and quench our thirſt _ 
within himſelf: and 40 this ous ſbul is 
figularty diſpoſed; for as God is a ſpirit, 12 
8 
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ſo is our ſoul only ſpiritual . We have fo 
ſtrong an inclination t love God, that 

even our vices themſelves (Without think- 
ing what they do) love ſome what of God. 
For if pride affect greatneſs, there can 
be nothing: great as the monarch 
of it. 1 luxury: love pleaſure, God 


' containeth all pure delights in his bo- 


ſom: and this which L ſay may be ve- 
rified of all ſins hatſoe vet If the pre- 
fence; of a right object and the enjoying 
be wanting, we have nothing ſo preſent as 
God. St. Paul ſaith, we are within him, 
within him we live, aud within bim we 
a have the fountain ot all gur-motions; We 
ſee him through all his ertatures until be 
take off the veil and ſo let us ſee him and 

taſte of his glory. + 
3. A true and perfect way to make us 
thirſt after God is to forfake the burning 
thirſt which we have after bodily and 
worldly goods: Our ſoul and fleſh-go in 
the ſeveral ſcales of a balance; the raiſ- 
ing of one pulls down the other. It is a 
having two wives, for us to think we 
can place our delights in God, and with- 
ell enjoy all nn contentments. A 
man 
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man muſt have a conſcience free from 
earthly matters to receive the infuſion of 


Grace: we muſt paſs by Calvary before 
we can come to Tabor; and firſt taſte 


gall with Jeſus before we can taſte that 
honey comb which he took after his 


reſurrection. 


EW OR 15 
O God, true God of my ſalvation; my 


heart, which feeleth itſelf moved 
with an affectionate zeal, thinks always 


upon thee, and in thinking finds an ear- 
neſt thirſt after thy beauties, which heats 


my veins. My foul is all conſumed, and 
I find that my fleſh irfelf inſenſibly fol- 


loweth che violence of my ſpirit. I am 


Here as within the deſerts of Africa, in a 


barren world, the drought whereof makes 
it a direct habitation for dragons. O my 


God, I am tormented with this flame, 
and yet I cheriſh it more than myſelf. 
Will there be no good Lazarus found 


to dip the end of his finger within the 


fountain of the higheſt heaven, a little 


to allay the burning of my thirſt? Do 
not bell me, O my ſpoule, that there is a 
| great 


i 
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It, that the works thereof ar evi. 5 
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great chaos between thee-and me: thou 
haſt already paſt it in coming to me by 
thy bounty, and wilt not thou then lift 
me up by thy mercy ? 


” % . 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the ffth week in 
Leut, St. John vii. 


Jeſus went not into Jewry, becauſe the 
Jews had a purpole to t=ke away his liſe. 
; A FTER theſe things Jeſus walked into 
Galilee - for he would not walk into 
 Fewry, becauſe the Jews ſought to kill him. 
And the feſtival day of the Jews Scenopegia 
was at hand. And his brethren ſaid to him, 
paſs from hence and go into Fewry, that 
thy diſciples alſo may ſce thy works which 
Thou deft. For no man doth any thing in 
ſecret, and ſeeth himſelf to be in public. If 
thou doft theſe things, manifeſt thyſelf 10 
the world : for neither did his brethren be- 
eve in him. Jeſus therefore ſaith to them, 
. Why time is not yet come; but your time is 
ulways ready. Nhe world cannot hate you, 
but me it hateth, becauſe I give teſtimony of 
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up to this feſtival day; I go not up to this 
feſtival day, becauſe my time is not yet ac- 
compliſhed. | | 
When he had ſaid theſe things, himſelf 
tarried in Galilee : But after bis brethren 
were gone up, then he alſo went up to the 
feftival-day, not openly, but as it were in 
ſecret. The Jews therefore ſought him in 
the feflival day and ſaid, Where is he? and 
there was much murmuring in the multitude 
of Hime for certain ſaid that he is god and 
others ſaid, No, but he ſeduced the multitude; 
yet no man ſpake openly Y him 3 fear of 
the Fews. 


Moe ie as 


1. 1 hides himſelf in this goſpel, 
as the ſun within a cloud, to ſhew 
himſelf at his own time: to teach us, that 
all the ſecrets of our liſe conſiſt in well 
concealing and well diſcovering ourſelyes. 
He did conceal the life which he took 
from nature, when he might have been 
born a perfect man as well as Adam, and 
f yet did he hide himſelf in the hay of a a2 
x baſe ſtable. He concealeth his lifeof grace, 
p. 1 = under ſilenee ſo many great 
6 3 and 
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and divine virtues, as if he had lockt 
up the ſtars under lock and key as holy 
Job ſaith. He keeps ſecret his life of 
glory; retaining for thirty-three years 
the light of his ſoul, which ſhould Without 


intermiſſion, have Kr and caſt a di- 


vine brightneſs upon his body. But when 
he concealed himſelt, the ſtars diſcover- 
ed him at his birth, the ſun at his death. 
All che elements did then confeſs him, 
and all creatures gave teſtimony of his 
divinity. | | 
2. We ſhould be well known of God, 
i we did not ſocuriouſly inquire into the 
knowledge of the world. Vanity art this 
day opens all her gates to manifeſt divers 
men to the world,” who ſhould otherwiſe 
be buried in obſcurity and darkneſs. It 
maketh ſome appear, by the luxurious 
exceſs of their apparrel, as ſo many ſale 
creatures, . whoſe heads being high and 
coſtly dreſt up, go to the market of idle 
love. Others by the riches and pomps of 
the world, others by honours and digni- 
ties, others by the deeds of arms and po- 
licy. Every one ſets out himſelf to be 
ſeen and eſteemed in the world. It ſeem- 
—_— * eth 
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eth that life is made for nothing but to be 
ſhewed, and that we ſhould always live 
for that which makes us die. We area 
kind of walking ſpirits, which return late 


to our lodgings: But yet nevertheleſs giv- 


ing ourſelves ſo continually to the world, 
methinks we ſhould ar leaſt ſtay with our- 
ſelves every day one ſhort hour. It is ſaid 
that the Pelican hides her eggs, and that 
they muſt be ſtolen from her tomake them 
diſcloſe: but vanity is an egg which all 
the world hatcketh under her ding and 
none are willing to forſake it. 

3. If it be needful to ſhew yourſelf to 
the world, be then known by your vir- 


tues, which are characters of the divinity. 


Let men know you by your good exam- 
ples, which are the ſeeds of eternity, and 


of all fair actions. You muſt be known by 


your alms and bounty, which are the ſteps 
which God leſt imprinted in this world: 
It you muſt riſe to honours and dignities, 
take them as inſtruments of holineſs; and 
be not powertul but to be more obliged 


to do Hoon by fo being. 


ww 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


0 God who didſt conceal thyſelf, how 
comes it about that I deſire fo much 
to. be ſeen and make myſelt known to the 
world? What can I diſcover If I ſhew 
that which I am, but only fin, vanity, 
miſery, and inconſiſteney, which make 
the four elements of my life? 'To what 
_ ſerves this itch of ſeeing but only to re- 
ceive into our eyes the ſeeds of curioſity? 
Why do we cover to be ſo much ſeen, but 
to expoſe ourſelves to vanity, and to car- 
ry a torch in a blaſt of wind? Alas, O 
' merciful Lord, I have very long lived 
tor myſelf and 5 the eyes of the world, 
when ſhall I begin to live for thee? Shall 
I never ſee thoſe happy moments of my 
life which will receive light only from 
the day of thy face? Let me, O moft be- 
loved of my heart, be blind to all the 
world, ſo that I may have eyes for thee, 
It the condition of my eſtate muſt needs 
thew,me to the world, let it be to give it 
part of thy light, without receiving any 
part of that darkneſs which covereth it. 
Let me be in the WOO to do good, but 

1 let 
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let me dwell in thee as within the foun- 
tain of all goodneſs. | — 


The Goſpel * Wedneſday the fifth week 
in Lent, St. John x. 


The Jews ſaid, if thou be the Mefſſias tell | 


us plainly. 

F , ND the dedication was in Jeruſalem, 
and it was winter and Jeſus walked 
in the temple in Solomon's porch. The Jews 
therefore compaſſed him round about and ſaid. 
to him, How long doſt thou hold our ſoul in 
ſuſpence? If thou be Chriſt, tell us openty, 
Jeſus anſwered them, I ſpeak to you, and - 
you believe not. The works that I do in the 

name of my father, they give teſt imony of me. 


But you do not believe, becauſe you are not of in 
my ſheep. My ſheep hear my voice, and I | 
know them, and they follow me, and 1 | 
give them life everlaſting, and they fhall | 


not periſh forever, and no man ſball pluck | 
them out of my hand. My father, that which 
he hath given me is greater than all; and | 
no man can pluck them out of the hand 5 


| 9 father ; I and my father are one. 
Sk. - „ The . 
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The Jews took up tones to lone him. Je- 
ſus anſwered them, Many good works I have 
ſnewea you from my father, for which of 
theſe works do you ſtone me? The Jews an- 

 fiwered him, For a good work we ſtone thee 
not, but for blaſphemy; and becauſe thou 
being a man makeſt thyſelf God. Jeſus an- 
ſwered them. Is it not written in your lau, 
that I ſaid you are Gods? If he called them 
Gods to whom the word of God was made, 
the ſcripture cannot be broken hom the 
Father hath ſanftified and ſent into the 
world, ſay you, That thou blaſphemeth, be- 
cauſe I ſaid I am the ſon of God? If I do 
not the works of my father believe me not. 
But if I do, and you will not believe me, 
believe the works, that you may know and 
believe that the father 150 in me, and I in the 
. 


MorALITIES. 


＋ HE wolves encompaſs the good 
> ſhepherd, counterteiting lambs, 
to draw truth out of his mouth which 
they would perſecute. They reſembled 
2 certain plant which carrieth the name 
"I and . of a lamb, but hath a contrary 

8 5 ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance and different qualities; for it is 
ravenous as a wolf, and devours all the 
herbs which grow about it. So are there 
many who infinuate themſelves into the 
friendſhip of good men by fair, but coun- 
terfeit reſpects, that after ward they may 
be made the object of their cruelty. Thoſe 
men look after the Meſſias in the porch of 
Solomon as Herod ſought after him in 
the manger, not to adore but to kill him. 
Their mouth carries honey when the it 
heart hatcheth poiſon: but nothing is 
unknown to God, from whom hell itſelf 
hath not darkneſs enough to hide itſelf. 
2. Jeſus knows his flock, and his flock 
reciprocally knows him; and in that 
conſiſts all our happineſs, to know God 
and to be known ot him. The chiefeſt of 
all wiſdom is to know him and to be 
known by him, and to be written in the 
book of life, which is che laſt and chief- 
eſt of all felicities. It is true that he 
knows all things dy the knowledge of 2 
clear intelligence, which ſerves the wick 
ed only co diſcover plainly their crimes: 
whereas he knows the juſt by a ſcience - 
of favour and approbatiov, which indeed 


— 38 Entertainments for Lent. 


is eternal predeſtination. It we be unknown 
to God, we muſt make ourſelves known 
to him by ſome good virtue, which doth 
not depend only upon us. The firſt beam 
is of pre venient grace and our vocation to 
chriſtianity, which is part of our pre. 
deſtination, and is not at all within our 
power: we have not been elected becauſe 
we have believed in God by our own 
forces, but we believe becauſe we have 
deen elected. The firſt knowledge comes 
purely from God, but it is in us by his 
grace to purſue this firſt light, and to ad- 
vance our predeſtination to glory, by 


forcing ourſelves to know him perieCtly 


who hath known us ſo liberally. 
3. Jeſus will not be known fingly by 
his words, but by his works. Our words 
muſt agree with our good actions as the 
needle of a clock agrees with the ſprings. 
W hen we have heard or read ſome good 


doctrine, that ſermon or reading mult 


- paſs into our manners. Ir is ſurely a ſtrange 
thing that many employ that leiſure to 
know much, and yet will not ſpend ſome 
conſiderable cimetomakethemſelvesgood 
chriſtians. We muit be philoſophers more 

Te fie by 


ſo many lives do live; O how ſhould I then 
9 282 : find 
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by imitating the example of God chan by 


any curious enquiry of his greatneſs, Our 
chriſtianity teacheth us that we ſhould be 
more knowing and skilful ia the practiſe 
of our lite than of our tongue, and that 
we are rather made to perform great 
ations than to ſpeak them. Wemuſt have 
a ſpecial care that our hands do not give 
our mouth the lie. What can we gain, in 
the judgnient of God, by being like thoſe 
trees which have a fair out- ſide garnidh'd 
with leaves, yet good for nothing but to 
give a ſhadow and to make a noiſe when 
the wind blows! God requires of us fruit, 
ſince he is the father of all fertility, and 
aothing] 1s barren.inthe land of. the liviog; 


Nin * 


O My God, I know thee, becauſe thou 


was firſt pleas'd to know me: thou 
haſt known me by thy goodneſs, and I 
will do my beſt to know thee, that I may 
obtain all happineſs. O that I might know 
that my name is written in the book of 
lite, and alſo know the life which I may 
poſſeſs within the heart of Jeſus, in which 
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find my ſpirit raviſh'd in thoſe beautiful 
ideas of glory! Fix thine eyes on me, O 
- Lord, and thou ſhalt thereby bring me 
tothe fountain of all happineſs. The father 


| hath given me to thee and I am the con- 


queſt of thy precious blood: Suffer not 
a ſoul to be taken away from thee which 

hath coſt thee ſo many ſweats and ſuffer- 
- ings. I am thine by ſo many titles, that 


1 will be no mote mine own but only to 


have the right of renouncing that which 
I am, and to eſtabliſh what ſhall be thine 
in this little kingdom of 7 heart. 


% . Golp 2 rats: the ee week 


in Lent, Si. Luke Vit. © 


=_ vpon 8 St, Mary Magdalen s waſhing our 


Saviour's ſeet in the Phariſee's houſe. 
A ND one of the phariſees deſir d him 


to eat with him. And he being entered 
into the houſe of the phariſee, he ſat down 


ts meat. And behold a woman that was in 


the city, a inner, as ſhe knew that he ſat 
down in the phariſee*s houſe, ſhe brought an 


5 pſd box f ointment; and ſtanding be- 
bind 
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bind, beſide his feet, ſhe began to water his 
feet with her tears, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head, and kiſſed his feet, 
and anointed them with ointment. And the 
phariſee that hag bid him, ſeeing it, ſpake 
within himſelf, ſaying, This man, if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and 
- what manner of woman ſhe is that toucheth 
him, that fhe is a inner. And Jeſus au- 
ſwering ſaid to him, Simon I have ſomewhat 
to ſay unto thee. But he ſaid, Maſter, ſay. 
A certain creditor had two debtors, one aid 
owe five hundred pence and the other fifty ; 
they having not wherewith to pay, he for- 
gave both. whet her therefore deth love him 
more ? Simon anſwering, ſaid, I ſuppoſe that 
he to whom he forgave more. But he ſaid tg 
him, thou haſt judged rightly. And turn- 
ing to the woman he ſaid unto Simon, Doft _ 
thou ſee this woman? J entered into thy houſe, 
water to my feet thou didft not give; but ſhe 
with tears hath watered my feet, and with 
her hairs hath wiped them. Kiſs thou gaveſt 
me not; but ſhe, ſince I came in, hath not 
ceaſed to kiſs my feet. With oil thou didft 
not anoint my head; but ſhe with ointment 
hat h. anointed my feet. For the at 1 
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ſay tb thee, many fins are forgiven ber, be- 
cauſe fhe hath loved much. But to whom leſs 
is forgiven, be loveth leſs. And he ſaid to 
her, Thy fins are forgiven thee. And they 
that ſat together at table began to ſay within 
themſelves, Who is this that alſo forgiveth 
ins? And he ſaid to the woman, Thy faith 
hath made thee ſafe, go in peace. 


MorALITIES. 


8 AINT Mary Magdalene 1s under 
the teet of Jeſus Chriſt, as is that 
work of ſaphires, mentioned in Exodus, 
under the feet of God. It is a work 
wrought by the right hand of the higheſt, 
the wonder of women, the moſt happy of 
all lovers; who made profit of ſin, which b 
deſtroys all; who ſanctified that love * 
which fo little knew the way to any ſanc- 
tity. This is the fountain mention'd in the q 
book of Heſter in the viſion of Mardo- il '© 


cheus; a tountain which became a river, A 
and afterchangesirſelf into the ſun, which 
gives beams and ſhowers at one inſtant. a 
She ts a fountain at a phariſee's table; " 
the is a river in her ſolitary grove ; ſhe a0 


; bs 1e fun both in paradiſe and in that great 
altes Fa 


I e e eee chirſt after, 


£4 4, 


Rutertginnigns far I 


now. Peholds her. Being now in glory 


"the doth not yet forbear to open foun- 


tains of tears, by imitation of her, within 
the ſouls of repentant Sinners, of whom 
inceſſantly ſhe procures the converſion. 
Happy is that heart Which is pierc'd with 


the imitation of her virtues, thereby. t to 


gain, ſome part of her crowns.. 


2. Every ching is admirable in b her con- 
. a ſinner wounded with love 
cures herſelf by love. She changes the | 
fire of Babylon-into/ that of Jeruſaletn. 


She plucks out of her wound the veno- 


mous dart of worldly love, to make large 
room for the arrows of Jeſugwhich pierce 
her heart, and at an inſtant make a har- 


mony of heavenly paſſions withinthe bot- 


tom of her ſoul. She holds the wound 


193 
exaltgtion wherein the catholic church 


dearer than life, and goes ſtraight to her 7 


Dae to deſise enen AE; ineręaſe o 
Ave. eee 8 - 47: 
d She appears, molt e e 5 
affect ions to provide no Water ;wherewith, | 


to waſh her maſter's feet, hace ſhe could 
draw itlofitly.out of herown, eyes. This 


0 when 


9 


1 94 Entertainments for” - Lent, 
when he asked of the Samaritan Woman 


ſome to drink; but the poor woman was 
ſo aſtohiſh'd.thar ſhe forſook her pitcher, 


and forgot that which Jeſus asked. Now, | 


the holy Magdalen brings her eyes to the 


phariſee's table, as two veſſels full of 


chryſtal water, which was of that pure 


ſtream which comes from the holy lamb. 


Heaven is wont to water the earth, but 
here the earth waters heaven. A foul 
-which was before black and burnt up with 
. the fire of concupiſcence, provides a 
fountain ſor the king of higheſt heaven. 
She draws tears from her ſins, to make 
them become the joys of paradiſe. 

4. She ſahQifies all that which was 
eſteem'd moſt profane. Her hairs, which 
were the nets wherein ſo many captive 
ſouls did ſigh under the yoke of wanton 
love, are now (as the enſigns and ſtan- 
dards of wicked Cupid) trampled under 
the feet of her conqueror, Thoſe kifles, 


which carried the poiſon of a luxurious 


paſſion in her heart, do now breathe from 
her nothing but the delicaſies of chaſtity 
Her pleaſing odours, Which were belore 


8 © vowed to fenfualitys are now become 
N th 
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the ſweeteſt exalations from that amber- 
oil, which brings on odoriferous per- 
fume to Jeſus Chriſt. She brings with her 
aromatic ſpices to burn herſelf at the 
mountain of her ſung who makes himſelf _ 
her prieſt, her advocate and brideman. . 
5. She. had gain'd the great Jubilee, 
and was aſſur'd of it by the word of the 
eternal biſhop; and yet during all the 
reſt of · her lite ſhe practiſed upon herſelf 
abſanctified revenge, and her penance ne- 
ver ends but with her life, to confound 
our coldneſs, who know ſo little what it is 
to bewail a fin. | She is as timorous inthe 
aſſurance of her pardon as we are ſecure 
at the approach of God's juſtice. No bo- 
dy could be ſo patient and fo conſtant in 
her love bur ſhe that had a holy emulation 
toward heavenly charity. It is her per- 
ſeverance which draws tothe earth a per- 
fe eopy ot that lite, without limit Which 
the bleſſed ſouls enjoy in heaven. It is the 
alone to whom eternity was then given, 
becauſe ſhe had power to offer. repentant 
ſly to NO? itſelf. 5 
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ASPIRATIONS. | 
7 pon St. Mary Magdalen's great repentance. 
| O Jeſus, my conqueror and my ſove- 


reign biſhop, thou art pleaſed to be 


ſatisfied of thy unworthy ſervant, But I 


am not yet content with myſelf. No, no, 


my life and penance ſhall end together, 
ſince J have loſt that which ſhould never 
have been ſeparated from my body before 


the ſeparation of my ſoul. And ſince 1 


cannot enter chaſte into my grave, I will 
now go repentant into an obſcure and ſa- 
vage cave, where the ſun ſhall fhine no 
more upon a head ſo ſinful as mine. Mine 


eyes, O mine eyes! who have firſt re- 


ceived that fire which hath fo pafſronate- 
ly devoured my foul, I will make you 
imitate the pond, of Heſebond. And ſoon- 


er ſhall thoſe two fountains be dried up 


which ſerve the ftreams of Jordan than 
you ſhall want water to waſh the ſteps of 


pour coneupiſcence. I wilthave that neck 


| (which hath ſuffered itſelf to be embra- 
ced by unlawful arms) held under "the 
yoke of him that hath overcome me, and 


lo happily ne me to his empire. 
Theſe 
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. Theſe arms and hands, which have been 
the chains of wanton embracements, ſhall 
hence forth forever be litted up to heaven 
in prayer, and they ſhall have no other 
altars but the feet ot my Lord and mafter, 
if I dare think myſelt worthy to kiſs 
them. This mouth, which hath been the 
gate of unchaſtity, ſhall now become a 
' temple of God's praiſes. And this heart, 
which hath been a burning furnace of 
worldly love, ſhall be a burning lamp of - 
holy affect ions before God, and ſhall have 
no other oil to mantain ie but chat water 
which ſhall be drawn from mine eyes. 
O my God, ſince I have ſo berray'd my 
heart, abuſed my youth, ſpent predigally 
thy «treaſures, and made crowns to Baal 
out of thy ſilver; fince I have fotſaken 


thee who art eternal, unchangeable and 


incomparable goodneſs, without. whom | 
all other goods are nothing, to follow a_ . 


wanton fire which hath brought me to the. 


brim of an everlaſting precipice; Where 
mall U find ſufficient tears to waſh my or- 


ſences? Where ſhall I find en"ugh parts :- 


of my body to be continually offered up 


as a Pi n of my repentance? 1 would 5 


Won et 8 
8 * * 
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make my life immortal, to have my pains 
_ fo laſting; and if thy mercy will nor let 
me be the object of thy vengeance, let me 

at leaſt ſerve for aſacrifice at thy altars. 


—_—_— Y a - Mo ta. nn 


e Goſpel for F ciday che fifth week in 
Lent, St. John xi. 


'The Jews-ſaid, What ſhall we do? for 
this man doth many miracles. 


; (Sp E chief prieſts therefore and the 
phariſees gathered a council and ſaid, 

. What ſhall we do? for this man doth many 
ns. If we let him alone ſo all will believe 

in him, and the Romans will come and take 
away our place and nation. But one of them 
named Caiaphas, being the high-prieſt for 

_ 1 the gear, ſaid to them, Jon know nothing, 
. neither do you con ſider that it is expedient 
For us that one man die for the people, and 

the whole nation periſh not. And this he ſaid 

not of himſelf, but being the high-prieft of 

that year he prophefied that Feſus ſbould die 
or that nation; and not only for the nation, 

But to gather in one the children of God that 
5 were * From that day therefore they 

e 
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deviſed to kill bim. Feſus therefore walked 
no more openly among the-Fews, but he went 
into the country beſide the deſert unto a city 


that is called Ephrem, and there he dbeds 8 
mo his ape, ö 


MorALLITIES,. 


L Fr of the greateſt tragedies ated 


in the life of man, which makes cu- 


rious petſons to queſtipn, wiſe men to 


wonder: good men to gi oan, and the wick« 


ed to rejoice, is to ſee an innoceſ man op- 9 


preſſed by colour of juſtice. Now Jeſus, 
being reſolv'd to eſpouſe our miſeries as 


far as they can reach, was pleaſed to paſs _ 
through thoſe rigours and formalitiesof te 


wicked, coloured with a pretext of equi- 
ty. He is not here condemned by a mean 
people, without conſideration, without 
power, without formality of proceſs, bur 
by theſe ehief- prieſts and principal men 
of that tation aſſembled in council; they 
inform'd themſelves, they reaſon, and 
conelude his-death. The. lions of. Solo- 
mon's throne did antiently bear certain 
writs of the law, to ſigdify that it was 
to de handled by eee and clears. 
2 ; 8 5 
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ſeeing judges, But here foxes got into 
their hands and did manage it by crafty 
deceits and wickedneſs, Alas, we are far 


* 


from the laws of God when we cannot 


_ abide the leaſt word ſpoken againſt our 


reputation. We are troubled to ſuffer for 


innocency, as if it were a greater honour 
do ſuffer for a direct offence. Shall we 
never think that the triumph of virtue 


conſiſts in well-dgivg, and thereby ſome- 
times receiving harm, even from thoſe 


| WhO are Meem'd aooll men? | 
2. There are ſome difficulties in affairs, 
. Where truth is ſhut-up as within a cloud: 


wiſe men can hardly find out where the 


point lies; but God dbth ſo order it, that 


falſhood leaves always certain marks by 
which it may be known; and the beauty 


pk truth is ever like that lake of Afric, 


which early or late diſcovers all that is 


.- caſt into it, and makes all impoſtures 
- plainly appear when. we think they are 
moſt conceal'd. And this appears by the 

proceeding of Caiaphas, Who choſe to 

condemn. Chriſt for thoſe things which 
were the certain tokens that he was the 
true Meſſias. we concluded his death by 
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reaſon of his miracles, and thoſe gave 
him authority as to the prince of life. A 
troubled ſpirit makes darts of every 
thing (which it can) to fight againſt rea- 
ſon, and kills irſelf, not ful Pektin! its o 


poiſon. 
3. The devil publiſhes Jefus for the true 


Meſſias, and fo doth like wiſe Caizphas 
propheſy the ſame. It is not always a cer- 
tain mark of goodneſs to ſpeak that whict . 
is good, but if is an affurance of virtue to 
avoid chat whieh is ill. There are many” 
from whom good works do eſcape while 
they both think and do ill. Truth makes: 
uſs of their tougues when devils command 
their hearts. It is this which makes us ſee: 
our Saviour's empire, and the extent of 
his conqueſts, which is not limited by 
time, he being already entered into poſ- 
ſeffion of eternity; and it is not bounded 
by place, becauſe it contains all immen« 
fity. Night hath no power to cover it, 
becauſe it is light itſelf: It cannot be ſnur 
up in any deceitful ſhadow, becauſe it 
ſcatters and diſcovers all falſhood: It 
cannot be comprehended wichin our ſen- 
1 becauſe it exceeds their ehr? 
; 3.2 and 
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and it is preſent in all places, being om- 


nipotent and eternal in alßtimes. 
, ; A 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Jeſus, father of all bleſſed unions, 
who haſt ſuffer'd death to unite all 
the children-of God together, who are 
- ſcattered over all the countries of the 
world; wilt thou have no pity of my 
heart, ſo many times torn in pieces and 

ſtrayed among a great multitude of ob- 
jeœs which eſtrange and draw me from 
the firſt of all unities? My ſoul melts 
through all the gates of my. ſenſes, by 
running aſter ſo many creatures which 


do kindle c vetouſneſs but never ſerve to 


refreſh or cool the heat of it. Draw me O 
Lord, from the great throng of ſo many 
exterior things, that I may retire into my 
own heart, and from thence ariſe tothine, 


where I may find the peace which thou 


- haſt cemented faſt witht hy precious blood. 
When ſhall I ſee the firſt beams of that 


liberty which thou granteſt to thy chil- 


dren? When ſhail my thoughis-return 
from wandering in thoſe barren fegions 


Wage: ou art not acknowledged? When 
Rt : thall 
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ſhall I be re- united and ſo purified by thy” 

- favours that they may celebrate conti- - 
nual days of the feaſt in my ſoul? I am 
already there in defire, | and ſhall be 
there in preſence, when by help of thine - 
infinite grace and ehe . can N 
thine. IT LIT? | 3 


' mY * *. : 


The « Galp fo er the fifth week in 
Ten, St. John XD>- +-- 4: 33h Pp 


: 104 chief prieſts thought to kill Lazarus, „ 
becauſe the miracle upon und made 
many follow. Jeſus. 


BY the chief prieſts deviſed to wt W 
zarus alſo, becauſe many for him, * | 
the Jews went away, and believed in Jeſus. 
And on the morrow a great multitude 
that was come to a fe eftival day, when they | 
. bad heard that Jeſus cometh to Feru alem, 
they took the boughs of palms, and went 
forth to meet him, and cried, Hoſanna, 
bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of our 
Lord, the king. of Iſrael. And Jeſus founded 
a young. aſs," and ſat upon it, as it is urit-. 
ten Fear * er, of Sion, behold 
AS . thy 
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thy king cometh fitting upon an aſs's colt. 
way things his diſciples gid not know at 
the fr; but when Jeſus. was gloriſyea, 
then they remembred. that theſe things had 
been writes of him, and theſe tungs they 
did to him. T be (multitude. therefore gave 
teſtimony, which was with him when he 
called Lazarus out of the grave, and raiſed 
him from the dead. For therefore all the 
multitude came jo meet him, becadſy they 
beard he had. done this fign; The Phari- 
ſees therefore ſaid among themſelves, Do you 
» ſee that we prevail nothing ? Behold, the 
whole world is gone after 3 
Ad there were certain Gentiles of then: 
that came up to adore in the feſtival day. 
Theſe therefore came to Philip, abo Af of 
Berbſaida of Galilee, and deſired bim, ſay- 
Ang, Sir, we are 0 to ſee Feſus, Phi- 
Tip cometh and telleth Andrew. Again, An- 
trew and Philip t01d Jeſus * but Feſus au- 
7 were them, ſaying, The hour is come ibat 
be ſon of man ſpall be glori ſied. Amen, Amen, 
I ſay to ou, unleſs the grain of wheat fal- 
ting into*the ground, die, "itſelf remaiueth 
"alone: ut if it die, it hringeih muab fruit. 


| He thar Tyoeth his Me, mY loſe it. and be 
H | that 


that baſeth his life in this world, doth keep 
it to life everlaſting. If any man miniſter to 
me, let him follow me. and where I am, 
there alſo ſhall my miniſter be. If any man 
miniſter unto me, my father will honour him. 


MorALITIES. 


I, DMIRE here the extaſies of our 
{weet Saviour: He is raviſhed by 
the object of his death, and is tranſport- 
ed by the idea of his ſufferings. 'The 
trumpet of heaven ſounded in the voice 
which was heard by this great multitude. 
Heencourages himſelf ro his combat ; he 
looks confidently upon the croſs as the 
fountain of his glories, and planted his 
elevation upon the loweſt abaſements, 
Shall not we love this croſs which Jeſus 
hath cheriſhed as his ſpouſe? He gave 
up his ſoul in the arms of it, to conquer 
our ſouls. We ſhall never be-worthy of 
him till we bear the enſigns of his war, 
and the ornaments of his peace. Every 
thing 18 paradiſe to him that knows how 
to love the croſs; and every thing is 


hell to thoſe who fly from it; and do 


2 body 
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body flies it bur ſhall find it. It is the 
gate of our mortality, whither we muſt 
all come, though we turn our backs to it, 


2. What a great ſecret it is, to hate 


our ſoul that we may love it: to hate it 
for a time, that we may love it for eter- 
nity; to puniſh it in this life, to give it 
thereby a perpetual reſt in that to come; 
to deſpiſe it, that we may honour it; to 
handle it roughly, that it may be per- 
iectly eſtabliſh'd in all delights? And 
yet this is the way that all juſt men have 
paſſed to arrive at the chiefeſt point of 
their reſt. They have reſembled the flow- 
ers-de-luce, which weep for a time, and 
our of their own tears produceſeeds which 
renew their beauties. The ſalt ſea for 
them becomes a flouriſhing field, as it 
did to the people of God when they came 
forth of the chains of Egypt. The cloud 
which appeared to the prophet Ezekiel 
carried with it winds and ſtorms, but it 
was environ'd with a golden circle, to 
reach us, that the ſtorms of affliction 
| which happen to God's children are en- 
compaſs*'d with brightneſs and ſmiling 

ſelicity. 
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felicity. They muſt rot as a grain of 
wheat, that they may bud out and flou- 
riſh in the ear. They muſt abide the di- 
verſity of times, and endure the ſcythe 
and flail: they muſt be ground in a mill, 
and paſs by water and fire before they can 
be made bread pleaſing to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Our loſſes are our advantages; we loſe 
nothing but to gain by ir; we humble 
and abaſe ourſelves to be exalted; we 
deſpoil ourſelves to be better cloath'd 
and we mortify ourſelves to be reviv'd. 
O what a grain of wheat is Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath paſs'd all theſe tryals ro make 
the height of all heavenly glories bud out 
of his infinite ſufferings! 


ASPIRATIONS. 


God, I have that paſſionate deſire 
which theſe ſtrangers had to ſee Je- 
ſus. I do not ask it of Philip, nor ſhall 
Philip have cauſe to ask Andrew, My 
Jeſus, I ask it of thyſelf; thou art beau» 
tiful even in the way of the croſs; thou 
- £ vidit ſhew thyſelf couragious in the abyſs 
g Jof thy pains; thou art admirable in the 
v. | contempt of death, The heavenly trumpet 

| | Si; hath 
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hath already ſounded for thee, and 
cheartulneſs gives wings to carry thee to 
this great combar, where death and life 
fight ſingly together; which makes life 


die for a time and dearh live forever. I 


will forſake my very ſoul: to follow thee 
in this agony, and find my life in thy death, 
as thou haſt extinguiſh'd death in thy life. 


The Goſpel for Palm- Sunday, St. Mat- 
thew xxi. 


Our Saviour came in triumph to ſeruſalem, 
a little before his paſſion. 


2 when theydrew nigh to Jeruſalem 


and were come to Bethpage, unt 
mount Olivet, then Teſt 6s ſent two diſciples, 
ſaying to them, Go ye into the town that 1s 
againſi you, and immediately you ſhall find 
an aſs ty'd, and a colt with her, looſe them, 
and bring them to me. And if any man ſpall 
ſay ought to you, ſay ye, That our Lord hath 


need of them; and forthwith he will let 


them go. And this was done, that it might 
be fulflPd which was ſpoken by the prophet, 
Jaying, Say ye to the * of Sion, behold 
thy 
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thy king cometh to thee meek, and ſitting | 


upon an aſs, and a colt, the foal of her that 
is us'd to the yoke. And the diſciples going 


did as Jeſus commanded them, and they 
I brought the aſs and the colt, and laid their 
garments upon them, and made him ſit there- 


on. And avery great multitude ſpread their 
garments in the way; and others did cut 
boughs from the trees and ſtrew'd them in 
the way; andthe multitude that went before 
and that follow'd cry d, ſaying, Hoſauna to 
the ſon of David, bleſſed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. | 


MokRrALITIES. 
UR Saviour goes to his death in tri- 


umph: He appears to be a king, bur 
a king of hearts, who requires nothing 


of us but ourſelves, only ro make us hap- 
py and contented in him. He triumphs 
before the victory, becauſe none but he 
could be ſhure ot the future certainty of 
his happineſs. But he water'd his triumphs 
with tears, to weep for our joys, which 
were to proceed our of his ſadneſs. It is 
related by an ancient orator, that when 


'F 2 


1 
„ 


Conſtantine 


— r dr din is... erated 
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Conſtantine made his entry into Great 
Britanny, where he was born, the peo- 
ple receiv'd him with ſo great applauſe, 
that they kiſs'd the fails and the oars of 
the veſſel which brought him, and were 
ready to pave the ſtreets with their bo- 
dies, for him to tread on. If they did ſo 
for a mortal man, what ſhould we not 
do tor an eternal God, who comes to 
buy us with his precious blood, and de- 
_ mands entrance into our hearts only to 
give us paradile ? 

2. He walks towards his croſs amongſt 
the cries of fervour and joy, to teach us 
with what cheartulneſs we ſhould con- 

form ourſelves to abide our own ſuffer- 
| Ings, imitating the apoſtles, who received 
their firſt reproaches as manna from hea- 
ven. He would have us prepared and 
reſolved always to ſuffer death patient- 
ly; whether it be a death which raiſeth 
up our ſpirit to forſake ſenſuality, or a 
natural death, Whatſoever it be, we 
ſhould embrace it as the day which 
muſt bring us to our lodging after a trou- 
bleſome pilgrimage. Doth it not ap- 
. | pear 


to fall upon our heads, the foundation 


ing of a life purity*d and cleans'd in the 
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pear plainly that thoſe who are loath to 
torſake the world are like herbs put into 
an earthen pot amongſt ftraw and dung, 
and yet would be unwilling to come forth 
of ic? The furniture of our worldly 
lodging grows rotten, the roof is ready 


ſhakes under our feet, and we fear that 
day which, if we ourſelves will, ſhall 
be the morning of our eternal happineſs. 
It is not death, but only the opinion of 
it which is terrible, and every man con- 
ſiders it according to the diſpoſition of 
his own ſpirit. | 
3. The palm-branches which we carry 
in our hands require from us the renew- 


blood of the holy lamb. In the begin- 
ning ot Lent we take uporr our heads the 
athes of palm-branches, to teach us, that 
we do then enter, as it were, into the 
ſepulchre of repentance ; but now we | 
carry green boughs, to make us know 
that now we come out of the tomb of 
aſhes, to enter again into the ſtrength of 
doing N works, in imitation of the 
* 7 trees, 


6 


1 
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trees, Which having been covered with 
ſnow and buried in the ſharpneſs of win- 
ter, do again begin to bud in the ſpring- 
time. | | 

4. The garments ſpread under the feet 
of Jeſus, declare thar all our temporal 
goods ſhould be employ'd toward his 
glory ; and that we muſt torſake our at- 
fections to all things which periſh, that we 
may be partakers of his kingdom. No 
man can ſtand firm that is delighted with 
moveable things. He that is ſubject to 


worldly affections, binds himſelt to a 


wheel which turns about continually. 
Jeſus accepted this triumph only to deſ- 
piſe it; he reſerv'd the honour of it in 


his own hands, to drown it in the flood 


of his tears, and in the ſea of his preci- 
ous blood. If you be rich and wealthy, 
do not publiſh it vainly, but let the poor 
feel it. Vou muſt live amongſt all the 
greatneſs and jollity of this world, as a 


man whoſe only buſineſs muſt be to go 


to God. 


ASPIR A- 
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ASPIRATIONS. 


O Sovereign king of hearts, after whom 
all chaſte loves do languith, I am 
fill'd with joy to ſee thee walk amongſt 
the cries of joy, and the palms and gar- 
ments of thy admirers, which ſerv'd for 
carpets: I am raviſh'd with thy honours, 
and the delights of thy glory, and I ap- 
plaud thy triumphs. Alas! that all the 
earth is not obedient to thy laws, and 
that the tongues of all people do not make 
one voice to acknowledge thee ſole mon- 
arch of heaven and earth. Triumphat leaft 
in the hearts of thy faithful ſervants, O 
my magnificent maſter ! make me a trium- 
phal ark compos'd of hearts; put fire to 
it with thy ador'd hand. Send out one 
ſpark of that heat which thou cameſt to 
ſpread upon the earth. Let every thing 
burn for thee, and conſume itſelf in thy 
love. I do irrevocably bind my heart to 


the magnificence of thy triumph, and I 


love better to be thy ſlave, than to be 
ſaluted king of the whole world. 


The | 
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The Goſpel for Monday in holy week, 
S7. John xii. 


St. Mary Magdalen anointed our Saviour's 
feet with precious ointment, at which 
Judas repin'd. 


8 therefore, fix days before the paſe h, 


came to Bet han), where Lazarus was; 
that had been dead, whom Feſus raisd: and 


they made him a ſupper there, and Martha 


miniſter d, but Lagarus was one of them 
bat ſat at the table with him. Mary there- 
fore took a pound of ointment, of right ſpike- 
 nard, precious, and anointed the feet of Je- 
ſus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and 
the houſe was filled with the odour of the 
' ointment. One therefore of his "diſciples, 
Judas Iſcariot, he that was to betray. him, 
ſaid, Why was not this ointment ſold for 
three hundred pence and given to the poor? 
And he ſaid this, not becauſe he cared for 
the poor, but becauſe he was a thief, and 


$ having the purſe, carry d the things that 


| were put in it. Jeſus therefore ſaid, Let her 
alone, that ſhe may keep it for the day of my 
burial : For the poor you have always with 
| Jolt 


you 
g re 
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ou, but me you ſhall not have always. A 
great multitude therefore of the Jews knew 


he was there: and they came not for Jeſus 
only, but that they might ſee Lazarus, whom 


he raisd from the dead. 


Moxaritits. 3 

I. 12 being rais'd from his 
grave, converſeth familiarly with 

Jeſus; and to preſerve the life which he 
had newly received, he ties himſelf con- 
tinually to the fountain of lives, to teach 
us that ſince we have begun to make a 
ſtrong converſion from fin to grace, we 
muſt not be out of the fight of God; we 
muſt live with him, and of him: with 


him, by applying our ſpirit, our prayers, 
our fervor, our paſſionate ſighs toward 


him ; and live of him by often receiving 
the bleſſed ſacrament. Happy they (faith 


the angel in the apocalypſe) who are in- 


vited to the wedding-ſupper of the lamb. 
But note, that he who invites us to this 
feaſt ſtands upright amidſt the ſun, to ſig- 
nifythat we ſhould be as pure as the beams 


of light when come unto the moſt holy 
ſacrament. Lazarus did eat bread with 


his 
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his Lord, but, to ſpeak with St. Auguſtine, 
he did not then gat the bread of our Lord. 
And yet this great favour is reſerv'd for 
. you when you are admitted to that hea- 
venly banquet, where God makes him- 
ſelf meat, to give you an 1 of his 
immortality. 

2. God will have us acknowledge his 
benefits by the faithfulneſsof our ſervices, 
St. Peter's mother-in-law, as ſoon as ſhe 
was healed of her fever, preſently ſerv'd 
her phyſician. And obſerve that Martha 
. ſerved the author of life, who had re- 
deemed her brother from the power of 
death. The faithful Mary, who had 
ſhed tears, gave what ſhe had molt pre- 
cious, and obſerves no meaſure in the 
worth, becauſe Jeſus cannot be valued, 
Cleopatra's pearl, eſtimated to be worth 
two hundred crowns, which ſhemade her 
friend ſwallow. at a banquer, this holy 
woman thought to6 baſe: the melts her 
heart in a ſacred limbeck of love, and 
_ diſtilsirout by her eyes. And Jeſus makes 

fo great account of her waters and per- 
fumes that he would ſuffer no body to 
waſh his feet when he inſtituted the 

2, bleſſed 


Entertainments for Lent. 217 


bleſſed ſacrament, as not being willing 


to deface the fixed charakters of his ſa- 
cred lover. 


3. Judas murmurs, and covers his vil- 
lainous paſſion of avariceunder the colour 
of charity and mercy toward the poor. 
And juſt ſo. do many cover their vices 


with aſpecious ſhew of virtue. The proud 


man would be thought magnanimous ; 
the prodigal would paſs for liberal; 
the covefous for a good husband; the 
brain- ſick raſn man would be reputed 
courageous; the glutton à hoſpitable 


good fellow; floth puts on the face of 
quietneſs ; timorouſneſs of wiſdom z im- 


pudence of boldneſs ;-inſolence of liberty; 
and over-confident or faucy ptating would 
be raken for eloquence. Many men, tor 
their own particular intereſt, borrow ſome 


colours of the public good, and many 


actions both unjuſt and unreaſonable, take 


upon them a reſemblance of piety. Saint 
Ireneus ſaith, that many give water, co- 


loured with flak d White- lime or plaiſter, 


inſtead of milk; and all their life is 
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but a* farce, where blackamoores are 
whited over with meal. Poor truth ſuf. 
fers much amongſt theſe couzenages : but 
you muſt take notice, that in the end 
wicked and diſſembling Judas did burſt 
and ſhew his damned ſoul ſtark naked. 
Vet {ome think fairly to cover foul inten- 
tions, who muſt needs know well that hy- 
pocriſy hath no veil to couzen death. 


ASPIRATIONS, 


See no altars in all the world more 
amiable than the feet of our Saviour: 
I will go by his ſteps to find his feet; and 
by the excellences of the beſt of men, [ 


will go find out the God of gods. Thoſe 


feet are admirable, and Saint John hath 
well deſcribed them to be made of metal 
burning in a furnace; they are feet of 
metal by their conſtancy, and feet of fire 
by che enflamed afteCtions of their maſter. 

Let Judas murmur at it What he will, 

but if I had a ſea of ſweet odours and 


1 Jarce is a French J. gg, wherein the faces 
all the actors are whited over with meal. 
X odoriferous 
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odoriferous perſumes I would empty them 


all upon an object ſo worthy of love. 
Give, O mine eyes, give at leaſt tears 
to this precious holocauſt, which goes to 
facrifice itſelf for ſatisfaction of your 
libidinous concupiſcenſes. Waſh it with 
your waters before it waſh you with its 
blood. O my ſoul, ſeek not after excre- 
ments of the head to dry it: Thy hairs 
are thy thoughts, which muſt only think 
of him who thought ſo kindly and paſ- 
ſionately of thee on the day of his eternity. 


The v Goſpel for Maundy-T hurſday, St. 
ed John xiii. oy 


Of our Saviour s waſhing the feet of his : = 


_ apoſtles. n 
ND before the feſt ival day of the vaſth 


FC 


father : whereas he had loved his that were 


in the world, unto the end he loped them. 


And when ſupper was done,. whereas the 
devil now bad put into the heart of Judas 


| icariot, the _ ſon of Simon, to betray him, 


-U's knowinr 


ps Fo 


Feſus knowing that his hour was come 
that he ſhould paſs out of this world to his 
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knowing that the fat her gave him all things 
into his hands, and that he came from God, 
and goeth to God. He riſeth from ſupper and 
layeth aftde his garments, aud having taken 
a towel girded himſelf. After that he put 
water in a baſon, and began to waſh the 
Feet of his diſciples, aud to wipe them with 
The towel wherewith he was girded. He com- 
eth therefore to Simon Peter; and Peter 
faith to him, Lord, doſt thou waſh my feet? 
Feſus anſwered and ſaidto him, That which 
Ido thou knowe/t not now, thou ſhalt know 
hereafter. Peter ſaith to him, Thou ſhalt not 
waſh my feet forever. Jeſus anſwered him, 
If IT wafh thee not, thou ſhalt not have part 
with me. Simon Peter ſaith to him, Lord, 
not only my feet, but alſo my hands and 
head. Jeſus ſaith io him, He that is waſb- 
ed, needed not but to waſh his feet, but is 
clean wholly : and you are clean, but not all; 
for he knew who he was that would betray 
Him, therefore he ſaid, you are not all clean. 
Therefore after he had waſhed their feet 
and taken his garments, being ſet down 
again, be ſaid to them, Know you what J 
have done to ou? Jou call me maſter and 
Tord, you ſay well, for ſo I am. If then I 
. 5 | have 
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have waſved your feet Lord and maſter, you 
alſo oug hi to waſh one another's feet. For I 
have given you an example, that as I have 

done to you, ſo you do alſo. | 


MoraALIT1ES. 


ESUS loves his ſervants for an end, 

till the tull accompliſhment of that 
end. The world loves his creatures with 
a love which tends to concupiſcence ; 
but that is. not the end for which they 
were made orſhould be beloved. There is 
a very great difference between them: 
for the love of worldly men plays the 
tyrant in the world, ſnatching and turn- 
ing all things from the true ſcope and in- 
tention for which they were made by 


God, diverting them to prophane uſes + - 


by turbulent and forcible ways. The 
world pleaſeth itſelf to ſet up idols every 


where, to make itſelf adored in them as 


chief ſovereign. It makes uſe of the ſun 
to light his crimes, of the fatneſs of the 
earth to fatten his pleaſure, of apparrel. 
for his luxury, of all mettals to kindle 
ayarice, and of the pureſt beauties to 
ſerve ſenſuality. And it by chance it 

TY 93 | love 


C 
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love any creature with a well-wiſhing 


love, as it ought to be loved, that is not 


petmanent. The wind is not more incon- 
ſtant, nor a calm at ſea more unfaithful 
than the worldly friendſhip. For ſome- 
times it begins with fire and ends in ice. It 


is made as between a pot and a glaſs, 


and is broken ſooner than a glaſs. The 
ancient Almans tried their children in the 
Rhine, but true friendſhip is tried in a 
ſea of tribulation. Ir is only Jeſus, the 
preſerver and reſtorer of all things, who 
loves us from eternity to eternity. We 
muſt follow the ſacred ſteps of his exam- 
ples to reduce ourſelves to the final point 
of our happineſs. 

2. The water at firſt was a mild ele- 
ment which ſerved the majeſty of God as 
a floating chariot, ſince (as the ſcripture 


faith) his ſpirit was carried up'n the 


waters, trom whence he drew the ſeeds 


which produced all the world. But atter 


man ſinned, like a ſupreme judge, he 
made uſe ot che gentleſt things ro be the 
Inftruments' of our puniſhments. The 


Water which carried the divine mercies 


Was choſen, xt the e deluge, to drown all 
| | | mankind, 


— 


God of Iſrael; we mutt waſh ourſelves in 
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mankind. Now at this time Jefus ſanCti- - 
fied it by his ſacred touch: He took the 


baſon, which being in his hands became. 
greater and more full of majeſty than all 
the ocean. Our ſpots, which eternity 
could not waſh clean, are taken away at 


| baptiſm by one only drop of water ſancti- 


fied by his bleſſing. He prevents the bath 
of his blood by the bath of an element; 
which he doth expreſly before his inſti- 
tution of the bleſſed ſacrament, to teach 
us what purity of life, of heart, of faith, 
of intention and affections we muſt bring 


to the holy Euchariſt. It is neceſſary to 
| Chaſe away all ſtrange Gods, which are 


tins and paſhons, before we receive the 


the waters of repentance, and change our 
attire by a new converſation, Is it too 


much tor us to give fleth for fleſh, the 
body of a miſerable man tor that of Jeſus *© 


Chriſt? The conſideration of our fins 
ſhould bring up the blood of bluthing in 
our cheeks, ſince they were the only cauſe 
why he ſhed his muſt precious blood upon 
the crois for us. Alas, the heavens are not 


rs woos his moſt pure "—_ which 


— 


Purifies | 
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purifies all natures: then how can we go 
to him with ſo many voluntary ſtains 
and deformities? Is it not to caſt flowers 
upon a dunghill, and to drive ſwine to a 
clear fountain, when we will goto Jeſus 
(the author of innocency) carrying with 
us the ſteps and ſpots ot our heinous fins? 
3. Jeſus would not only take upon him- 
ſelf the form of man, but that alſo ot a 
baſe ſervant, as St. Paul ſaich. It Was the 
office of ſlaves to carry water to waſh 
bodies; which made David ſay, that 
Moab ſhould be the baſon of his hope; 
S - expreſſing thereby that he would humble 
the Moabites ſo low, that they ſhould 
ſerve only to bring water to waſh un- 
clean houſes. Alas, who would have ſaid 
that the Meſſias was come amongſt us to 
execute the office of a Moabite? What 
force hath conquetred him, what arms | 
have brought him under, but only love? 
How can we then become proud, and 
burn incenſe to that idol called point of 
Honour, when we ſee how our God hum- 
bled himſelſ in this action? „ ns 
What preparation the evangeliſt ſaid t * | 
his OT father had put all into h 
4 hands; 


1 
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hands; that he came from God and went 


to God; and yet inſtead of taking the - 
world's ſceptre he takes a haſon and hum 
bles himſelf to the moſt ſervile offices. 
And if the waters in this baſon cannot 
burſt in us the foul impoſthume of vanity, 
we muſt expect no other remedy but the 
eternal Dames of hell-fire. 


© Ms Arie TIONS. 


O King of all lovers, and maſter of all 
holy loves! Thou loveſt for an end, 
and till the accompliſhment of that end. 
It appertains only to thee to teach the art 
of loving well, fince thou haſt praQtiſed 
it fo admiraddy; 'Thou art none of thoſe. 

delicate friends, who only make love to 

beauties, to gold, to ſilk; thou loveſt 
our very poverty and our miſeries, be- 
cauſe they ſerve for objects of thy chari- 


ty. Let proud Michol laugh while the 


liſt to ſee my dear David made as a water- 
bearer; I honour him as much in that 
poſture, as I would ſitting upon the throne 
of all che world. 1 look upon him holding 
this baſon, as upon him hat holds the 


vaſt ſeas in his hands. O my mercitut . 


Jelſus, | 


— 


* 
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| ; Jeſus, I beſeech thee waſh, ' waſh again 
| and make clean my moſt finful ſoul. Be 
| it as black as hell, being in thy hands, 
6 it may become more white than that dove 
with ſilver wings, of which the prophet 
ſpeaks. I go, J run to the fountains, I 
burn with love amongſt thy purifying 
waters, I deſire affectionately to humble 
myſelf, but I know not where to find 
ſo low a place as thine, when thou waſt 
humbled before Judas to waſh his traiter- 

qits teet. 


; Mos AT iris. | 
1 the garden f mount Oliver. 


4 ESUs enters into a garden, to expi- 
ate the ſin committed in a garden 
by the firſt man. The firſt Adam ſtole the 
fruit, and the ſecond is ordained to make 
ſatisfaction. It is a ſtrange thing, that he 
*<hoſe the places of our delights for ſuf- 
fering his pains; and never lookt upon 
our moſt dainty ſweets. but to draw out 
of them moſt bitter ſorrows. Gardens 
are made for recreations, but our Saviour 
finds there only een The olives, 
och are tokens oi peace, denounce War 

| , undo 
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unto him. The plants there do groan, the _ 
flowers are but flowers of death, and 


thoſe fountains are but fountains of ſweat 
and blood. He that fhall ſtudy well this 
garden, muſt needs be aſhamed of all his 


pleaſant gardens, - and will torſake thoſe ® 
refined curioſities of tulips. to make his 


heart become another manner of garden, 
where Jeſus ſhould be planted as the on- 
ly tree of life, which brings forth the 
moſt perfect fruit of juſtice. By 

2. It was there that the greateſt omg 


Pion of the world undertook ſo great 


combats, which began with ſweat and 
blood, but ended with the loſs of his 
life. There were three marvellous ago- 


nies; of God and death; of joy and for- 


row ; of the ſoul and fleſh of Jeſus. G 
and death are two incompatible things, 
fince God is the firſt and the moſt uni ver- 


ſal of all lives, who baniſheth from him 
-all the operations of death, and yet his 


love finds means to unite them dose r 
for our redemption. 

The joy of beatitude was a a of 
all celeſtial delights, whereunto nothing 
which org tay could have acceſs ; and 

| yet 
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yet Jeſus ſuffered ſorrow-to give him a 
mortal blow, even in the ſanctuary of his 
divinity. He afflicted himſelf for us, be- 
cauſe he knew not what it Was to afflict 
outſelves for him; and he deſcended by 
dur ſteps ta the very anguiſhes of death, 
do make us riſe by his death to the Sreat- 
eſt joys of lite. 

To be ſhort, there was à great dive! 
between the affectionate love and the 
virginal fleſh-of Jeſus. His ſoul did na- 
turally love a body which was ſo obe- 
dient; and his body followed wholly 
the inclinations of his ſoul. There was fo 
perfect an agreement between theſe two 
parties, that their ſeparation muit needs 
de moſt doJorous: yet Jeſus would have 
it ſo, and ſign the decree by ſweating 
blood. And as it it had been too little to 
weep for our fins With two eyes, he ſuf- 
'fered as many eyes as he had veins to be 
made in his body, to ſhed for us tears of 
his own blood. 

3. Obſerve here how this ſoul of je- 

ſus, amongſt thoſe great anguiſhes, con- 
tinued always conſtant,” like the needle of 
e ee a'ſtorm. He prays; he 


exhorts, 


* 
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exhorts, he orders, he reproves, and he 
encourages; he is like the heavens, which 
(amonſt ſo many motions and agitations) 
loſe no part of their meaſure or propor- 
tion. Nature and obedience make great 
convulſions in his heart, but he remains 
conſtantly obedient to the will of his 


heavenly father: he tears himſelf from 
himſelf, ro make himſelf a voluntary ſa- 


crifice for death amongſt all his inclina- 
tions to lite, to teach us that principal 
leſſon of chriſtianity, which is to deſite 


only what God will, and to execute all 


the decrees of his divine providence, as 
our chieteſt helps to obtain perſection. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O Beauteous garden of olives, which 


from hencetorth ſhalt be the moſt 
delicious object of my heart, I will loſe 
myſelf in thy walks. I will be loſt with 
God, that I may never be loſt. I will 
breathe only thy air, ſince it is made no- 
ble by the ſighs of my dear maſter. I will _ 
gather thy flowers, ſince Jeſus hath mark- 
ed them with his blood. I will waſh 


myſelf in thoſe fountains, fince they are 


X ſanctified 
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ſanctified by the ſweat of Jeſus. I will 
have no other joy but the ſorrow of the 
ſon of God, nor any other will but his. 
O my ſweet Saviour, maſter and teacher 
of all humankind, wilt thou be abridged 
of thine own will, which was ſo reaſon- 
able and pure, to give me an example of 
mortiſying my paſſions, and ſhall I (be- 
fore thy face) retain any wicked or diſor- 
dinate appetites? Is it poſſible I ſhould 
deſire to be Lord of myſelt, who am ſo 
bad a maſter, when I ſee the author of all 
goodneſs ſeparate himſelf from himſelf, 
only to make me and all mankind partak- 
ers of his merits. 


MoRALITIES. 


Of the apprehen/ion of Jeſus. 
1* that obſcure and dolorous night 
wherein our Saviour was apprehended, 
three ſorts of darkneſſes were caſt; upon 
the Jews, upon Judas, and upon St. Pe- 
ter: A darkneſs of obduration upon the 
hearts of the Jews; a darkneſs of ung rate- 
ful malignity upon Judas; and a darkneſs 
of infirmity upon St. Peter. Was there 
ever any blindneſs like that of the Je se, 
Wt | | X who 
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who ſoughtfor the ſhining ſun with light- 
ed torches, without knowing him by ſo 
many beams of power which ſhined from 
him? They are ſtrucken down with the 
voice of the ſon of God, as with lighten- 
ing, and they riſe again upon the earth to 
arm themſelves againſt heaven. 'They 
bind his hands to take away the uſe of his 
forces, but they could not ſtop the courſe 
of his bounties. To ſhew that he is total- 
ly good, he is good and charitable even 
amongſt his mercileſs executioners, and 
he loſt all he had (ſaving his CHOY 
only to gain patience. 

When St. Peter ſtruck thehigh-prieft's 
ſervant, the patience of our Lord Jeſus 
received the blow and had no patience till 
he washealed. If goodneſs did ſhe forth 
any one beam in the garden, modeſty 
ſent torth another in the houſe of Annas, 
when his face was ſtrucken by a ſervile 
hand, his mouth opened itſelf as a temple, 
from whence nothing came but ſweetneſs 
and light. The God of truth ſpeaketh to 
Caiaphas, and they ſpit upon his bright- 


neſs, and cover that face which muſt di- 


cover heaven for us. The mirror of an- 
SS gels 
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gels is tarniſh'd with the ſpittle of inſer- 
nal mouths, and wounded by moſt ſacri- 


legious hands, without any diſturbance of 


his conſtancy, That was invincible by 
his virtue, as the wilfulneſs of the Jews 
ſtood unmoveable by their obduration- 
There are ſouls, which after they have 
filled the earth with crimes, expect no 
cure of their diſeaſes bur by the hell of 
the reprobate. 

2. The ſecond darkneſs appeareth by 
the black paſſion of Judas, who falls down 
into hell with his eyes open; and after 
he had ſold his ſoul, ſold Jeſus, and both 
all he had and all be was, to buy an infa- 
mous halter to hang himſelf. A ſoul be- 
come paſſionate with wanton love, with 
ambition or avarice, is baniſhed into it- 
ſelf as into a dire& hell, and delivered to 
her paſſions as to the furies. The poets 
ſay Hydra had but ſeven heads, but the ſpi- 
Tit of avarice, St. John Climachus faith, 
hath ten thouſand. The converſation of 
Jeſus, which was ſo full of infinite at- 
tractions, could never win the ſpirit of 
Judas, when it was once bewitch'd with 


covetouſneſs. The tinkling of filver kept 


him 
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him from rightly underſtanding Jeſus. 
He makes uſe of the moſt holy things to 
betray holineſs itſelt. He employs the 
kiſs of peace to begin war. He carries 
poĩſon in his heart and honey in his mouth: 
He puts on the ſpirit of Jeſus to betray 
him. This ſhews us plainly that covet- 
ous and traiterous perſons are fartheſt 
from God, and neareſt to the devil. 
The third power of darkneſs appeared 
in the infirmity of St. Perer, who, after 
ſo many proteſtations of fidelity, for 
fear ot death renounced the author of life. 
One ot the ancients ſaid, the greateſt 
trailty ot humanity was, that the wiſeſt 
men were not intallibly wiſe at all times. 
And all men are aſtoniſhed to ſee that the 
greateſt ſpirits being left to themſelves, 
become barren and ſuffer eclipſes which 
give examples to the wiſeſt, and terror to 
all the world. God hath ſuffered the fall 
of St. Peter, to make us have in horror 
all preſumption of our own forces, and- 
to teach us that over-great aſſurance i is 
oft times mother ot an approaching dan- 
ger. Beſides it ſeemeth he would, by 
aer example conſecrate the virtue of re- 
111 % 3 pentance 
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pentance in this fault of him whom he 
choſe to be head of his church, to make 
us ſee that there is no dignity ſo high, 
nor holineſs ſo eminent which doth not 
owe tribute to the mercy of God. 


ASPIRATIONS. 
Upon St. Peter's tears. 


T is moſt true, ſaith St. Peter, that a 

proud felicity hath always reeling 
ſeet. Thou which didſt dety the gates 
of hell, hath yielded thyſelſ to the voice 
of a ſimple woman. All thoſe conqueſts 
which thou didſt promiſe to thyſelt are 
become the trophies of ſo weak a hand. 
Return to the combat; and ſince ſne hath 
triumphed over thee, do thou at leaſt 
triumph over thyſelf. Alas! I am afraid 
even to behold the place of my tall, and 
the weak ſnares of a ſimple woman appear 

to me as boiſterous chains. Yet what can 
he fear who is reſolute to die? If thou 
find death amongſt thoſe maſſacrees, thou 
mouldſt rather embrace than decline it: 
for what can it do, but make thee com- 
panion of life itſelf! Our ſoul is yet too 


n to be a | ſacrifice for God; — 
r 
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firſt waſh it with tears. I fell down be- 
fore the fire, and I will riſe by water. I 
have walked upon the ſea to come to je- 
ſus, and I will now rerurn to him by the 
way of tears. I will ſpeak now only by 
my tears, fince I have lately talked fo 
wickedly with my mouth. Since that 
which ſhould open to ſpeak oracles tor 
the church hath been employed to com- 
mit foul treaſon ; ſince we have nothing 
left free to us but ſighs and groans, let 
us make ule of the laſt liberty which 
is left us, and when all is ſpent, return 
to the mercy of Jeſus, which all the fins 
of the world can never evacuate. I will 
from henceforth be a perpetual example 
to the church by my tall and riſing again 
from death for the comtort of ſinners, 
and the fault of one night ſhall be lament- 
ed ts me all the days of my lite. 


 MoxaLitigs. 
5 pon the Pretorian or Judgment Hall. 
„I. the paſſionof our Saviour all things 
are divine, and it ſeemeth they go 
as high as they could be raiſed by that 


lovercign power, joined wich.extreme 
(Ar- 2 51] „ 
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love. Jeſus the moſt ſupreme and re- 
doubted judge, who will come in his 
great majeſty to judge the world, fire and 
lightening ſtreaming from his face and 
all things trembling under his feet, was 
pleaſed at this time to be judged as a 
criminal perſon. Every thing is moſt ad- 
mirable in this judgment: The accuſers 
ſpeak nothing ot thoſe hings which they 
had reſolved in their counſels, but all 
ſpeak againſt their conſciences. As ſoon 
as they are heard they are condemned, 
juſtice forſaketh them, and they are v holly 
poſſeſt with rage. Pilate, before he gave 
judgment upon Jeſus, pronounced it 
_ againſt himſelf; for atter he had ſo many 
times declared him innocent, he could 
not give judgment without proteſting 
himſelf to be unjuſt: The ſilence of je- 
ſus is more admir'd by this infidel than 
the eloquence of all the worl1 ; and truth 
without ſpeaking one word, triumphech 
over falſhood: A Pagan lady (the wife of 
Pilate) is more knowing than all the laws, 
more religious than the prieſts, more 
zealous than the apoſtles, more coura- 
geous than * men ot arms: When the 

Ty | 9 
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ſleepeth, Jeſus is in her ſleep: when ſhe 
talkerh, Jeſus is upon her tongue: if the 
write Jeſus is under her pen: her letter 
defended him at the judgment hall when 
all the world condemned him; ſhe calletng 
him holy, when they uſed him like a 
thief; ſhe maketh her husband waſh his 
hands before he touched that blood, the 
high price of which ſhe proclaimed. She 
was a Roman lady by nation, called 
Claudia Procula, and it was very fit ſhe 
ſhould defend this Jeſus, who was to plant 
the ſeat of his church in Rome. All this 
while Jeſns doth gdod amongſt ſo many 
evils. He had cauſed a place to be bought 
newly for the burial of pilgrims at the 
price of his blood ; he reconciles Herod 
and pilate by the loſs of his Lite. He ſets 
Barrabas at liberty by the loſs of his ho- 
nour. He ſpeaks not one word to him 
that had killed St. John Baptiſt, who was 
the voice. And the other to revenge him- 
ſelt, without thinking what he did, ſhew= 
ed him as a king. He appears before Pi- 
late as the king ot dolours, that he might 
become for us the king of glories. Bur 
what a horror is it to conſider that in this 
judgment 
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judgment he was uſed like a ſlave, like a 
ſorcerer, like an accurſed ſacrifice : ſla- 
very made him ſubje& to be whipped ; 
the crown of thorns was given only to 
enchanters, and that made him appear as 
a ſorcerer: and ſo many curſes pronounc- 
ed againſt him, made him as the diſmiſ- 
five goat mentioned in Leviticus, which 
was a. miſerable beaſt upon which they 
caſt all their execrations betore they ſent 
it to die in the deſert, He that bindeth 
the ſhowers in clouds to mike them wa- 
ter the earth is bound and drawn like a 
criminal perion: he that holds the vaſt 
feas in his fits, and balances heaven with 
his fingers, is ſtricken by ſervile hands. 
He that enamels the boſom of the earth 
with a rare and pleaſing diverſity of 
flowers is moſt ignominiouſly crowned 
with a crown of thorns, O hideous pro- 
digies! which took away from us the light 
of the ſun, and covered the moon with a 
ſurrowtul darkneſs. Behold what a gar- 
land of flowers he hath taken upon his 
head, to expiate the fins of both ſexes. It 
was made of briars and thorns, which the 


earth of our fleth had ſowed for us, and 


which 
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which the virtue ot his croſs took away. 
All the pricks of death were thruſt upon 
this prodigious patience, which planted 
her throne upon the head of our Lord. 
Conſidet how the ſon of God would be 


uſed tor cur fins, while we live in deli- 
cacies, and one little offenſive . word go- 
eth to cur hearts; to which, tho? he that 
ſpake it gave ſwittneſs of wings, yet we 
keep it ſo ſhut up in our hearts, that get- 
teth leaden heels, which make it continue 
there fixed. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


LAS, what do I ſee here? a crown 
of Thorns gratted upon a man of 
thorns: A man of dolours, who burns 
between two fires, the one of love, the 
g Other of tribulation ; both which do en- 
flame and devour him equally, and yet 
never can conſume him. O thou the moſt 
Pure of all beauties, where have my ſins 
placed thee? Thou art no more a man, 
but a bloody skin taken from the teeth 
of tygars and leopards. Alas, what a 
ſpectacle is this to deſpoil the“ filk- 


ne Ego ſum vermis & non homo. Pſalm 11. 
Worm, 
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worm, which at this day attires our 
churches and altars? How could they 
make thoſe men, who lookt upon thy 
chaſte body, ſtrike and disfigure it? O 
white alabaſter, how haſt thou been ſo 
changed into ſcarlet? Every ſtroke hath 
made a wound, and every wound a foun- 
tain of blood. And yet ſo many foun- 
tains of thy ſo precious blood cannot 
draw trom me one tear. Bur, O facred 


 nightingale of the croſs, who hath put 


thee within theſe thorns, ro make ſo great 
harmonies only by thy ſilence? O holy 
thorns, I do not ask you where are your 
roſes: I know well they are the blood 
of Jeſus; and I am not ignorant that all 


* roles would be thorns, it they had any 
feeling ot that which you have. Jeſus 


carried them upon his head, but PII bear 
them at my heart; and thou O Jeſus, 
ſhalt be the object of my preſent dolours, 
that thou may'it atter be the fountain of 
my eyerlaſting joys. 


MoRALI- 
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MorALITIES. for Good-F riday. 
Upon the death of Jeſus Chriſt. 


TOUNT calvary is a marvellous 
L ſcaffold, where the chiefeſt mon- 


arch of all che world loſeth his liſe to re- 


tore our ſalvation which was loſt ; and 
where he makes: the ſun to be eclipſed 
over his head, and ſtones to be cloven 
under his feet, to teach us by inſenſible 
creatures, the feeling which we ſhould 


have of his ſufferings. 


This is the ſchool where Jeſus teach- 
eth that great leſſon, which is the way to 
do well: and we cannot better learn it 
than by his examples, ſince he was plea- 
ſed ro make himſelf paſhble and mortal to 
overcome our paſſions, and to be thę au- 
thor of our immortality. | 

The qualities of a good death may be 


reduced to three points; of Which the 


firſt is to have a right conformity to the 
will of God, for the manner, the hour 


and 333 of our death. 


The ſecond is to forſake as well the 
affections, as the preſence of all creatures 
ol chis baſe world. 

V The 


242 Entertainments ſor Lent. 
 Thethird is to unite ourſelves to God 
by the practiſe of great virtues, which 
will ſerve as ſteps to glory. 

Now theſe three conditions are to be 
ſeen in the death of the prince of glory 
upon mount calvary ; which will take as 
the pureſt ideas, whereby to regulate our 
paſſage out of this world. 

x. Conſider in the firſt place, that eve- 
ry man living hath a natural inclination 
to lite, becauſe ir hath ſome kind of divi- 
nity in it. We love it when it ſmileth 


upon us as if it were a paradiſe; and if 


it be troubleſome, yet we ſtrive to retain 
ir, tho' it be accompanied with very 
great miſeries: and if we muſt need for 
ſake this miſerable body, we then deſire 
to leave it by ſome gentle and eaſy death. 
This maketh us plainly ſee the genero- 
ſity of our Saviour, who being maſter of 
life and death, and having it in his power 
to chuſethat manner of death Which would 
be leaſt hideous (being of © itſelf oo 
enough of horror) yet nevertheleſs, t 

conform himſelf to the will of his E 
venly father, and to confound our delica- 


cies, he would needs leave this life by 
the 
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the moſt dolorous and ignominious which 
was to be found amongtt all the deaths of 
the whole world. The croſs amongſt the 
Gentiles was a puniſhment for ſlaves and 
the moſt deſperate perſons of the whole 
world. 'The croſs amongſt the Hebrews 
was accurſed: It was the ordinary curſe 
which the moſt uncapable and moſt mali- 
cious mouths did pronounce againſt their 
greateſt enemies. The death of a cruci- 
fied man was the moſt continual, lan- 
guiſhing and tearing of a ſoul from the 
body, with moſt exceſſive violence and 
agony : and yet theeternal wiſdom choſe 
this kind of puniſhmear, and drank all the 
ſorrows of a cup ſo bitter. He ſhould have 
died upon ſome trophy, and breath'd out 
his laſt amongſt flowers, and left his ſoul 
in a monument: and if he muſt needs 
have felt death, to have had the leaſt 
ſenſe of it that might be; but he would 
try the rigour of all greateſt ſufferings; 
he would tall to the bottom of diſhonour: 
and (having ſpared from himſelf all the 
pleaſures of this life) to make his death 
more complete he would ſpare none of 
thoſe infinite dôlours. The devout Simon 
Es of 
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of Caſſia addreſſes our Saviour going to- 
ward mount Cal vary, ſay ing, OLord, whi- 
ther go you with the extreme weight of 
this dry and barren piece of wood 2 Whi- 
ther do you carry it, and why2 Where 


do you mean to ſet it? Upon mount Cal- 


vary? That place is moſt wild and ſtony: 

how will you plant it2 Who ſhall water 
it? Jeſus anſwers, I bear upon my ſhould. 
ers a piece of wood that muſt conquer 


him who maſt make a far greater conqueſt 


by the ſame piece of wood: I carry it 
to mount Calvary, to plant it by my death 
and water it by my blood. This wood 
which I bear muſt bear me, to bear the 
ſalvation of all the world, and to draw 
all after me. And then, O faithful ſoul, 
wilt thou not ſuffer ſome confuſion at thy 
own delicacies? To be ſo fearful of death 
by an ordinary diſeaſe in a down bed, 
among ſuch neceflary fervices, ſuch fa- 
vourable helps, oonſolations and kindneſ- 
ſes of friends ſo ſenſible of thy condition? 
Me bemoan and complain ourſelves of 
heat, cold, diſtaſte, of difquier, of grief: 

let us allow ſome of this to nature, yet 


muſt it be confeſt that v we lament ourſelves 


very 
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very much, becauſewe have never known 
how we ſhould lament a Jeſus Chtiſt cru- 
cified. Let us die as it ſhall pleaſe the di- 
vine providence: It death come when we 
are old, it is a heaven: It in youth, it is 
a direct benefit antedated: II by fickneſs, 
it is the nature of our bodies: If by eter- 
nal violence, it is yet always the decree 
of heaven. It is no matter how many 
deaths there are, we are ſure there can 
be but one for us. 


2. Conlider farther, the ſecond condi- 


tion ol. a good death, which conſiſts in 
the forſaking of all creatures, and you 


ſhall find it moſt punctually obſerved by 
our Saviour at the time of his death. Fer- 


rara, a great divine, who had written a. 


book of the hidden word, toucheth twelve 
things abandoned by our Saviour. 
1. His apparrel, leaving himſelf naked. 
2. The marks of his dignity. 
3 The college of his apoſtles. 
4. The ſweetneſ of all comforts. 
3. His own proper will. 
6. The authority of virtue. 
7. The power of angels. . 
th $; The perfekt; joys of his ſoul./ 7 
Y 3 1 8 mn. ft 
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9. The proper clarity of his body. 

10. The honours due to him. 

rr. His own skin. 

12. All his blood. 

Now do but conſider his abandoning 
the principal of thoſe things, how bitter it 
was. Firſt, the abandoning of neareſt and 
moſt faithful friends is able to afflict any 
heart: Behold him ſorſaken by all his 
ſo well-beloved diſciples, of whom he 
had made choice (among altmortal men) 
to be rhe deſpoſitaries of his doctrine, of 
his life, of his blood. It Judas be at the 
myſtery of his paſſion, it is to betray him; 
if St. Peter be there aſſiſting, it is to deny 
him; if his ſorrow ful mother ſfand at the 
foot of the croſs, it is to enereaſe the 


grief of her ſon, and after he had been ſo 


ill bandled by his eruel executtoners, to 
erucify him again by che hands of love. 
The couragious mother, to triumph over 
herſelf by a magna 1mouseonftarncy, Was 


preſent at the execution of her dear fon: 


She fixed her eyes upon all his wounds, 
to engrave them deep in her heart: She 


opened her ſou} wide 39 receive that 


ſharp piercing ſword; With which* ſhe 
e £4 was 
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was threatned by that venerable old Si- 
meon at her purification: And Jeſus who 
ſaw her ſo afflicted for his ſake, he felrhim- 
ſelf doubly crucified, upon the wood of 
the croſs, and the heart of his dear mo- 
ther. We know it by experience, that 
when we love one tenderly, his aſſtie- 
tions and diſgraces will trouble us more 
than our own, becaufe he living in us by 
an affectionate life, we live in him by a 
Hife of reaſon and election. Jeſus lived 
and repoſed in the heart of his bleffed 
mother, as upon a throne of love, and 
as within a paradiſe of his moſt holy de- 
lights. This heart was before as a bed co- 
vered with flowers: hut this ſame heart, 
on the day of his paſſion, became like a 
ſcaffold hung with mourning, whereupon 
our Saviour entered to be tormentedꝭ and 
cruerfied upon the crofs of love, whiet 
was the croſs of his mother. Fhis admir- 
able merchant, who deſcended from hea- 
ven to accompliſh the buſinefs of all ages, 
who took upon him our miſeries to give 
us felicities, was plunged within a fea' of 
blood; and it this fo precious ſhipwreek, 

my remaines one only ineſtimable pearl 
(which 
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(which was his divine mother) and yet 


he abandons her, and gives her into the 


hands of his diſciple. Aſter he had for- 
ſaken thoſe neareſt to him, ſee what he 
does with his body ;. Jeſus did ſo aban- 
don it, a little before his death, that not 
being content only to deliver it as a prey 
to ſorrow, he ſuffered it to be expoſed 
naked to the view of the world. And 


amongſt his ſharpeſt dolours, aiter he had 


been refuſed the drink which they gave 


to malefactors to ſtrengthen them in their 
torments, he took tor himſelf vinegar 


and gall. O what a ſpectacle was it to 


ſee a body torn. in pieces, which reſted 
itſelf upon its own wounds which was 


dying every moment, but could not die, 


becauſe that lite diſtilled by drops? 
What martyr did ever endure in a body 


ſo ſenſible and delicate, having an ima- 
gination ſo lively, ſuch piercing do- 
lours mixt with ſo few comforts? And 
what martyr did ſuffer tor all the fins 
of the whole world as he did, pro- 
portioning his torments according to 
the fruits which were to proceed from 


his croſs? Perhaps, O faithful ſoul, thou 
lookeſt 
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lookeſt for a man's body in thy Jeſus, but 
thou findeſt nothing but the appearance 
of one, cruſted over with gore blood: 
thou ſeekeſt for limbs, and findeſt no- 
thing but wounds: thou lookeſt for a Je- 
ſus which appeared glorious upon mount 
Thabor, as upon a throne of majeſty, with 
all the enſigus of his glory, and thou 
findeſt only a skin all bloody, faſtened to 
a croſs between two thieves. And it the 
conſideration of this cannot bring drops 
of blood from thy heart, it muſt be more 
inſenſible than a diamond. 

3. To conclude, obſerve the third qua- 
licy of a good death, which will delare 
irſelf by the exerciſe of great and heroic 
virtues. Conſider that incomparable mild- 
neſs which hath aſtoniſhed all ages, hath 
encouraged all virtues, hath condemned 
all revenges, hath inſt ructed all Schools, 
and crowned all good actions: He was 
raiſed upon the croſs when his dolours 
were more ſharp and piercing; when his 
wounds did open on all fides; when his 
precious blood ſhed upon the earth, and 
moiſtened it in great abundance ; wha 
he 1 his _ oloatha torn in pieces and 


yet 
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yet bloody in the hands of thoſe who 
crucified him. He conſidered the extreme 


malice of that cruel people, how thoſe 


which could not wound him with iron 
pierced him with the points of their 
accurſed tongues. He could quickly have 
made fire come down from heaven upon 
thoſe rebellious heads: and yet forgetting 
all his pains to remember his mercies, he 
opened his mouth, and the firſt word he 
ſpake was in favour of his enemies, to 
negotiate their reconciliation before his 
ſoul departed. The learned Cardinal 
Hugues, admiring this exceſhve charity 
of our Saviour toward. his enemies, ap- 
plies excellent well that which is ſpoken 
of the ſun in Ecclefiaſticus. He brings 
news to all the world at his rifiug, and 
at noon-day he burns the earth, and heats 
thole furnaces of nature which make it 
produce all her fruits. 00 

So Jeſus, the ſun of the intelligible 
world, did maniteſt himſelf at his nativi- 
ty as in the morning; but the croſs was 
his bed at noon, from hence came thoſe 
burning ſtreams of love which inflame the 


hearts of all blelled perſons, -who are 
like 
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like furnaces of that eternal fire which 
burns in Sion. 

On the other part admire that great 
magnanimity which held him ſo long up- 
on the eroſs, as upon a throne of honour 
and power, when he beſtowed paradiſe 
upon a man that was his companion in 
ſufteriog. I cannot tell whether in this 
action we ſhould more admire the good 
fortune of the good thief, or the great- 
neſs of Jeſus. The happinefs of the good 
thief, who is drawn from a cut- throat to 
priſon, from priſon to the judgment-hall, 
from thence to the croſs, and thence goes 
to paradiſe, without needing any other 
gate but the heart of Jeſus. | 

On the other fide, what can be more 
admirable than to ſee a man crucified to 
do that act which muſt be performed by 
+ the living God when the world ſhall end? 
To ſave ſome, to make others reprobate, 
andtojudge from the height of the croſs, _ 
as if he ſat upon the chiefeſt throne of 
all monarchs. ; 

” But we muſt needs affirm, chat heh vir- 
tue of patience in this holds a chief place, 


* teaches very admirable leſſons. He 
8 endures 
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endures the torments of the body and the 
pains of the ſpirit, in all the faculties of 
bis ſoul, in all the parts af his virgin 
flelh, and by che cruelty and multiplici- 
ty of his wounds they all become one on- 
ly wound, from the ſole of Ore 
top of his head. 

His delicate body ſuffers moſt inno« 
cently, and all by the moſt ingrate and 
Hypocritical perſons, Who would colour 
their vengeance with an appearance of ho- 
lineſs. He ſuffers without any comfort at 
all, and, whichis more, without bemoan- 
ing himſelf; he ſuffers whatſoever they 
would or could lay upon him to the laft 
gaſp of his lite. Heaven wears mourning 
upon the croſs; all the eitizens of hea- 
ven weep over his torments; the earth 
quakes, the ſtones rend themſelves, ſepul- 
chres open, the dead ariſe: only Jeſas dies 
unmoveable upon his throne ot patience. 
To conclude, who would not de aſto- 
| niſhed at the tranquility of his ſpirit, and 

amongſt thoſe great convulſions of the 

world which moved round about the croſs, 
amongſt ſach bloody dolouts, inſolent 
dn "and and inſupportable blaſphemies? 


D how 


Entertainments for Lent. 253 


how he remained upon the crofs, as in a 
ſanctuary at the ſoot of an altar, bleed- 
ing, weeping and praying, to mingle his 
prayers with his blood and tears. I do now 
underſtand why the wiſe man ſaid, he 
planted Iſles within the abyſs, 3 that 
in ſo great a gulph of affliẽtion he ſhewed 
ſuch a ſerenity of the ſpirit ; thereby mak- 
ing a paradiſe for his father, amongſt ſo 
great pains, by the ſweet perfume of his 
virtues. After he had prayed for his ene- 
mies, given a promiſe of paradiſe to the 

good thief, and recommended his mother 
to his 1 he ſnut up his eyes from | 
all human things, entertaining himſelf 

only with prayers and ſighs to his hea- 
venly father. O chat at the time of our 
deaths we could imitate the death of Je- 
ſus, and then we ſhould be ſhure ro find 
the ſtreams « of lite. ' 


. TIONS. © 


\ SpeCtacles of horror, but abyſs of 
* goodneſs and mercy, I feel my heart 
divided by horror, pity, hate, love, ex- 
ecration and adoration: but my e admira- 

tion, 0 being rayiſhed, carries me 3 
5 | 7 3 
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vond myſelf. Is this then that bloody 
| ſacrifice which hath been expected from 
allages? This hidden myſtery, this pro- 
band knowledge of the croſs, this dolo- 
rous Jeſus which makes the honourable 
amends between heaven and earth, the 
eternal father, for the expiation of the 
fins of human kind. 

Alas, poor Lord, thou hadſt dort one 
lite, and ] ſee a chouſand inſtruments of 
death which have taken it away. Was 
there need of opening ſo many bloody 
doors to let out thine innocent - ſoul ? 
Could it not part from the body without 
making, on all fides, ſo many wounds, 
which ater they hadſeryed ſor the objects 
of mens' cruelty, ſerve now tor thoſe of 
thy mercy? O my Jeſus, I know not to 
whom I ſpeak, for I do no more know 

thee in the ſtate thou now art, or if I do, 
it is only by thy miſeries, | becauſe they 
are ſo exceſſive that there was need of a 
God to ſuffer what thou haſt endufed. 
I look upon thy disfigured countenance 
to find ſome part of thy reſemblance, 
and yet can find none but that of thy | 
fore. las, O beautilul head, W bich 
| | does 


_ f A 
= 
0 . 


— 


Entertainments for Lent. 2 55 : 


does carry. all the glory of the higheſt 
heaven, divide with me this dolorous 
crown of thorns; - they were my ſins 
which ſowed them, and it is thy pleaſure 
that thine innocency ſhould mow them. 
Give me, O ſacred mouth, give me that 
gall which I ſee upon thy lips; ſuffer me 
to ſprinkle all my pleaſures with it, ſince 
after a long continuarfee it did\{hur-up aud 
conclude all thy dolours. Give me, 0 
ſacred hands and adored ſeet, the nails 
which have pierced you: Love binds you 
faſt enough to the croſs without them. 
But do thou, O Lord, hold me faſt to 
thyſelt, ye the chain of Wick gn 
As we ot 
O lance, ervel lance, wks didd abou 
open that moſt precious ſide? Thoudidſt 


think perhaps to find there the- ſon's liſe, 


and yetthoufound nothing butthemather's 
heart: But, without ſo much as thinking 


what thou didit in playipg the: murdeter, 


thou haſt made me a ſepulchre, wherein 
I will from henceforth bury my foul. 
When I behold theſe wounds of my dear 


Sayiour. I do ackyowledge the ſtrdkes 


of n hand. Iwill therefore like- 
1 2 2 wiſe | 
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wife engrave there my repentance: 1 
will write my convetfion with an erernal 
character. And it I muſt live, I will ne- 
ver breathe any other lite; bit that only 
which ſhall be produced trom the death 
of my _ crucified. 


' Lhe Goſpel for Eaſter-day, St. Mark xviii. 
1 N D when the Sabbath was paſt, Mary 
Magdalen, and Mary of James, and 
Salom bought ſpices, that coming, they might 
_ anvint Jeſus. And very early the f of the 
| ſabbaths they come to the monument, the ſun 
being mowriſtn. Aud they ſay ontto anot ber, 
who ſpall roll us back the ſtone fromthe door 
of the monument ? And looking they ſaw the 
fone rolled back, for it waz very great, And 
entering into the mounment, they ſaw a young 
man ftting on the right hand, covered with 
2 whitt 'robe and they were aſtouiſped. 
bo fait hto them, be not diſmayed, you ſeek 
 Feſnrof Natartth that was cratified be is 
riſen, he is not here, behold the place where 
| theylaid'bim. But go tell his diſciples, and 
Peter, that he goeth before you into Gallilee * 

| wy nn n, | 
' Mora LI- 
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| | Mosaik. 955 
Tes Sepulchre of Jeſus, 13 a 
fountain of life, which carries in 
power all the glories of the higheſt hea- 


ven. Our Saviour riſeth from thence as 


a day out of the eaſt, and appears as tri- 
umphant in theornaments of his beauties, 
as he had been humbled by the exceſs of 
his mercies. The rage of the Jes loſeth 
here its power, death his ting, Satan his 
kingdom, the tomb his corruption, and 
hell his conqueſt, Mortal ityãsdeſtrey- 
ed, lite is illuminated; all is drgwaed-in 
one day of glory, which comes from the 
glorious light of our redeemer It is now. 
faith Tertullian, that he is teveſted with 
his robe of honour, and is acknowledged 


as the eternal prieſt for all eternity. It is 
now, ſaith St. Gregory Nazianzen, that he 
reaſſembles humankind, which was ſeat⸗ 


tered ſo many years by the ſin of one man, 
and placeth it between the arms of - his 


divinity. This is the matter-piece of his 


profound humility.; and I dare boldly 
affirm, ſaich St. Ambroſe, that God had 


loſt the whole world iß this ſacs ed virtues. | 


70" Z 3 . 1 which 
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which he made ſo clearly ſhine in his be- 
loved ſon, had not put him in poſſeſſion 
of his conqueſts. We ſhould all languiſh 
after this ttiumphant ſtate of the reſurrec- 
riot, which will make an end of all our 
pains, and make our crowns everlaſting. 
2. Let us love our Jeſus as the Maries 
did, that with them we may be honours 
ed with his viſits. Their love is indefa- 
tigable, couragious and inſatiable. They 
had all che day walk'd round about the 
judgment-hall, mount Calvafy, the croſs, 
and the ſepulehre. They were not wea- 
_ fied with all that: and night had no ſleep 
to ſhut up their eyes. They forſake the | 
image of death, which is fleep, to find 
death itſelf, and never took'd after any bed 
except the ſepalchre of their maſter; they 
travel amongſt darknels, pikes, lances, 


the affright of arms, and of the dicht, 


| nothing makes them afraid. If there ap- 
pear à difficulty to remove the ftones, 
lee gives them arms. They ſpare nothing 
for their maſter and Saviour: they are 
above Nicodemus and Joſeph; they have 

mote exquiſice perfumes, tor they are 


55 oy: ro melt and- diftil their hearts 


* 
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upon the tomb of their maſter. O faith= 
ful lovers, ſeek no more for the living 
amongſt the dead: That cannot die for 
love which is the robt of life. ry 
3. The angel in form of a peu man; 
covered with a white robe, ſhe ws us this x 
all is young and white in inittibrtalicy: 
The reſutte&ion hath no old ape; It is all 
age which can never grow of Uimihitſh, 
Theſe holy Maries enter alive into the 
ſepulchre, where they thought to find 
death, but they learn news of the chief 
eſt lives. Their faith there confirmed); 
their piety ſatisfied, their promiſes aſſur⸗ 
ed, N (RET love recelyes conſolation. 


| deb Une Niels 
15 Do dot this day look toward the Gaſt; 


O my Jeſus, I conſider the ſepulckre, - 


ir is trom thence this fair ſun is riſen. O 
how amiable thou appeareſt, dear ſpouſe 
ot my ſoul. Thy head, which was co- 


vored with thorns, is Ab era bed MIR 
a diadem of ſtars and lights, and all the 

glory ot the higheſt heaven teſts upòn it. 
Thine eyes, which were eclipſed in blodd 
have „ wirh fires and de 
„des licious 
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licious brightneſs, which melt my heart: 
Thy feet and hands, ſo far as I can ſee, 


are enamel'd with rubies, which, after 
they have been the objects of mens eru- 


19 94 


thy bounty, 0 Jeſus, ! no more my A r 


ed, but my glorified Jeſus, where am I? 


what do I? I fee, I fly, 1 ſwoon, I die, 
I revive myſelf with thee. 1 do beſeech 
thee, my moſt ſacred Jeſus, by the moſt 
triamphant « of thy glories, let menomore 
fall into the image of death, nor into thoſe 
appetites. of ſmoke and earth which have 
10 many times buried the light of my 
ſoul. What baye I to do with the illu- 
ſons of this world; I am for heaven, for 
glory, and for the reſurrection, which 
Lwillnow make bud out of my thoughts, 
that I may hereafter poſſeſe them with 
full fruition. ntl ene 
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The » Goſpel FR Manas in Eaſter week 


an Ob; Luke xxiv. 


IND behold two of them went the 7720 
day into a town which was the ſpace 

o fix furiongs from Jeruſalem named Em- 
maus 


* 
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maus. And they tall'd betwiat themſelves 
bf all thoſt things that had chinced. And it 
tame to paſs, while thly talk'd and reaſon'd 
 withthemſelves; Jeſu alſo himſelf approath- 
ing went with them; but their eyes were 
held that they might not kndw bim. And be 
ſaid to them, What are theſe communications 
tbat you confer one with another; walking; 
and ate fad? And une, whoſe name was 
Oieophas, anſwering ſued to him, Art than 
ohly a ſtranger in Jeruſalem; and haft not 
known the things that have been done in it 
theſe days? To whom he ſaid, Whit things? 
And they ſaid concerning Jeſus of Nazareth, 
who was a man, a prophet: mighty in work, 
und word before God and all the people. And 
| how onr chief priefts and princes delivered 
him into condemnation of death, and crucified 
him. But we hop d that it was he that lun id 
reueem Iſrael: And now beſides all this, to- 
day is the third day ſince theſe things were 
done But certain women alſo of ours male 
tis afraid, who before it was light were u 
the monument, and not finding his body, 
tame, ſaying that they ſaw a vifion alſo r 
angels, who ſay that he 13 alive. And ter- 
tain men of ours went to the monument, ant 

7 | they 
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they found it ſo as the women ſaid, but him 0 
they. found not. And he ſaith to them, O 55 
fooliſh. and flow of heart to believe in all 
things, which the prophets have ſpoken ; 
ling ht not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, 
and ſa enter into his glory? And beginning 
From Meſes and all the prophets he interpre- 
ted to them-in all the ſcriptures the things 
that were concerning bim. And they drew 
- wigh to the town whither they went, and he 
made ſemblance to go farther. And they for- 
cena bim, ſaying, Tarry with us, becauſe it 
is toward night and the day is far ſpent, 
and he went in with them. And it came to 
paſs, while he ſat at the table with them, he 
took bread,” and bleſſed and brake, and did 
reach to them. And their eyes were opened, 
and they knew him, and be vaniſhed out of 
their ght. And they ſaid one to another, CC 
vas not our he art burning in us whil/t he fr 
ſpake in the way, and opened unto us t he le 
ſeriptures? And riſing up the ſame hour, m 


they went back into Jeruſalem; and they K. 
found tbe eleven gathered together, and thoſe | fa 
that were, with them, ſaying, That our p! 
Lord is riſen.indeed, and hath appeared un- 0¹ 


10 Ligos. And they told the things that | 8 
| were . 


, 
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were done in the way, and how they knew 
him in the AE of bread. - 15 
115 
I.. is a ſtrange thing that God is es 
I with us, and we are ſo little with him; 
We have our being, our moving, our 
lite from him; he carries us in his arms, 
he keeps us as a nurſe does her dear child; 
and yet all this while we ſcarce know what 
he is, and uſe him ſo often as a ſtranger; 
He is in our being, and yet we keep him 
far from our heart, as a dead man who is 
quite forgotten. And yet Enoch walked 
with him, and for that he was taken from 
the converſation of men, and reſerved for 
paradiſe, To ſpeak truth, our ſoul ſhould 
always be languiſhing after her Jeſus, and 
count it a kind of adultery to be ſeparated 
from him ſo much as by thought. Let us 
learn a little to talk with himz we com- 
monly have that in our tongue which we 
keep in our heart. Let us ſweeren the 
ſadneſs of our pilgrimage by the contem- 
plation of his beauties. Let us look up- 


F 


a uh 


on him as God and man; the God of 


gods, the man of meu; ourgreat Saviour 
ms. -* 
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and prophet, powerful both in word and 
work; for if his word be thunder, his 
life is a lightning. He hath been here 
doing good to all the world, and ſuffer. 
ing hurt from all the world; doing good 
without reward, and enduring evil with- 
out impatience. We all paſs here as tor- 
rents into vallies; the only queſtion is of 
our pafling well: Whether we-look on 
worldly goods as on waters which paſs 
under a bridge; and as upon the furniture 
of an inn which is none of ours. If we be 
- embarked in the veſſel of lite, let us not 
amuſe ourfelves to gather cockles upon 
the ſhore; but ſo that we may always 
have our eyes fixed upon paradiſe. 

_ 2. Two things do hinder thoſe pil- 


grims from knowing Jeſus as they ſhould. 


The one is, their eyes are dazzled; and 
the other is, the little account they make 
of the croſs, which drives them into a 
miſtruſt of the reſurrection. And this is 
it which croſſeth us all our life, and fo 
often diverts us irom the point of our hap- 
pinefs. Out eyes are dazzled with falfe 

lights of the world, they ate darkened 
Wich ſo aan and Yapguris of gur 
Das own 
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own appetites and paſſions, that we can- 


not ſee the goods of heaven in the-bright- 
eſt of their day. Worldly chains have 
a certain effective vigour and pleaſure, 


which is only painted, but they have a 
moſt certain ſorrow, and a moſt uncer- 


rain contentment: they have a painful 
labour, and a tin:orous reft ; a poſſeſſion 


full of miſery, and void of all beatitude. 


If we had our eyes well opened, to pe- 


netrate and ſee what it is, we ſhould then 


ſay of all the moſt raviſhing objects of the _ 


world; how ſenſeleſs was I when I court- 
ed you, O deceitful world! thou didſt 
appear great to me, when I ſaw thee not 
as thou art: but fo ſoon as I did ſee thee 
rightly, I did then ceaſe to, ſee thee ; 
for thou waſt no more to me but juſt no- 
thing. We run in full career after all that 


pleaſeth our ſenſe ; and the croſs, which 


is fo much preached to us, is much more 
upon our altars, than in our hearts. We 


will not know that the throne of Mount 


Calvary is the path way to heaven; and 
as this truth wanders from our hearts, 
Jefus departs from our eyes. Let us at 
leaſt pray Jeſus to ſtay with us, for it is 

Aa laate 
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late in our hearts, and the night is ſar ad- 
vanced, by our want of true light. We 


mal]! not know Jeſus by diſcourſe, but 


by feeling him in the perſons of his poor, 
fince he gives the continual. nouriſhment 
of his body. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


0 Only pilgrim of the world, i and firſt 


dweller in the heart of thy heaven- 
Iy father, what a pilgrimage haſt thou 
made, Leading trom heaven to earth, 
and yet without forſaking heaven? Thou 
haſt marked thy ſteps by thy conqueſt, 
made viſible thy way by thine own light; 


thou haſt watered it with thy precious 


blood, and paved it with thy wounds. O 


hat a goodly thing it is to walk with 
thee when thou openeſt thy ſacred mouth 


as the opening of a temple, to diſcover 


the beauties and myſteries of it! O it is 
mioſt pleaſing to underſtand that mouth 
= -which diſtils ſo much honey thro? lips of 

._.. roſes! But wherefore, my good Lord, 
art thou pleas'd to hide thyſelf from a 
| ſoul which languiſhes after thee? Take 


away the veil from mine eyes; and ſut- 
OY | 3 fel 


fer thyſelf to be in the veſture of thy bea- 


venly beauties. If I muſt bear the croſs 


and paſs by the throne of mount Calvary 
to come to heaven, I moſt humbly ſubmit 
to thy divine oſs, that I may poſſeſs 
all that thou art. | 
—— 
The Goſpel for Tueſday in Eafter week. 
| St. Luke xxiv. | 


ND while they ſpake theſe things, 


| ſaith to them, Peace be to you, it is I, fear 
not. But they being troubled and frig bted, 


imagined they [aw a ſpirit. And he ſaith to 
them, Why are you troubled, and cogitations 
ariſe in your hearts? See my hands and my 
feet, that it is 1 myſelf, handle and ſee ; for 
a ſpirit hath no fteſb and bones, as you ſee 
me to have. And when he had ſaid this, he 
ſhewed them his hands and feet. But they 
not yet believing, and marvelling for joy, he. 
ſaid, Have you here any thing to be eaten ? 
But they offered bim a piece of fiſh broild 
and a honey -comb. And when he had eaten © 
beforethem, taking the remains he gave them: 


4 he bad to them, Theſe are the wars 
 Aaz _ which 
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Feſtus ftood in the midſt of them, and 
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which I ſpake to you when I was yet with 
you, that all things muſt needs be fulfilled 
which are written in the law of Moſes and 
the prophets and the pſalms of me. Then he 
opened their underſtanding, that they might 
tnderfiand the ſcriptures. Aud he ſaid to 
them, That ſo it is written, and ſo it beho- 
ved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe again from 
the dead on the third day, and penance to 
be preached in his name, and remiſſion of 
fins unto all nations. 


MoxaLitiEs. 

1. WWI think ſometimes that Jeſus is 
| far from us, when he is in the 
midſt of our hearts; He watches over 
us, and ftrerches out his divine hands tor 
our protection. Let us live always as if 
we were actually in his preſence, before 
his eyes and in his boſom. An ancient tra- 
dition doth obſerve, that after our Lord's 
aſcenſion the apoſtles did never eat toge- 
ther but they left the firſt napk infor their 
good maſter, conceiving that according 
to his promiſe he was always with them: 
Let us accuſtom ourſelves to this exer- 
ciſe of God's preſence. It is a happy neceſ- 
1 a ſity 
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ſity to make us do well, to believe and ap- 
prehend that our judge is always preſent. 


If reſpect makes him formidable, love will 


teach us that he is the father of all ſweet- 


neſs. There can be no greater comfort 


in this world than to be preſent in heart 


and body with that which we love beſt. 
Jeſus is taken by his apoſtles for a 
ſpirit, becauſe, after the reſurrection, he 
pierced the walls and appeared ſuddenty 
as ſpirits do. St. Paul alſo ſaith, in the 
ſecond of the Corinthians, That now we 


do no more know Chriſt according tothe 
fleſb, that is to ſay, by the paſſions of a 
mortal body, as St. Epiphanius doth ex- 
pound.it. We mutt make little uſe of all 
our bodies to converſe with our Jeſus, 


who hath taken upon him the rare quali- 
ties of a ſpirit. . We mutt raiſe ourſelves 


above our ſenſes when we goto the father 


of light and the creator of ſenſe. He 


reaches us the liſe ot ſpirits and commerſe 
of angels, and makes eſſays of our im- 
mortality, by a body now immortal. Why 
are we ſo tied to our fenſe, and glued to 
the earth? Muſt we ſuffer ourſelve to en- 
ter into a kingdom of death, When we 

t 1 e are 
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are told of the reſurrection of him who 
is the author of all lives. 
3. Admire the condeſcending and boun- 
ties of our Lord to his dear diſciples. He 
that was entered into the kingdom of ſpi- 


rits and immortal converſation, ſuffers 


his feet and hands to be touch'd, to prove 
in him the realty of a true body. He eats 
in the preſence of his apoſtles, tho' he was 
not in more eſtate to digeſt meat than the 
ſun to digeſt vapours. He did no more 
nouriſh himſelf with our corruptible 
meat than the ſtars do by the vapours of 
the earth; and yet he took them to con- 
firm our belief, and to make us familiar 
with him. It is the act of great and ge- 
nerous ſpirits to abaſe themſelves, and 
condeſcend to their inferiors. So David, 
being anointed king, and inſpir'd as a 
prophet, doth nor ſhew his perſon ter- 
rible in the height of his great glory, but 
ſtill retained the mildneſs of a ſhepherd. 
- $0 Jeſus, the true ſon of David, by his 
- condeſcending to us, hath conſecrated a 
certain decree whereby we may aſcendto 
heaven. Are not we aſhamed that we hæve 
fo. little Ry or * to our inſe- 
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riors, butare always ſofull of ourſelves, 
ſince our Lord, fitting in his glory and 
majeſty, doth yetabaſe himſelfto the Ac- 


tions of our mortal life? Let it be ſeen by 


our hands whether we be reſuſcitated by 
doing good works, and giving liberal 
alms. Let ir appear by our feet, that 


they follow the paths of the moſt holy 


perſons. Let it be ſeen by our nouriſh- 
ment, which ſhould be moft of honey ; 


that is, that celeſtial ſweetneſs which is 


extracted from prayer. And if we ſeem 
to refuſe fiſh, let us at Ieaſt remain in the 
element of piety as fiſhes 1 in water. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


MV love is moſttender, and thy care 


moſt generous, O mild Saviour. A- 


moygſt all the torrents of thy paſſion thou 


haſt not taſted the water of forgetſulneſs. 
Thou returneſt to thy children as a njgh- 

tingale to her little neſt: Thou doſt com- 
fort them with thy viſits, and makeſt 
them familiar withthy glorious life. Thou 
eateſt ot a honey-comb by a juſt right, 
having firſt taſted the bitter gall of, that 


vamercitul croſs, It is thus that our Non ; 


_10WS 


: 
3 — 7 * 
rr gy, oO: ono 
U — 


2 Entertainments for TLent. 


rows ſhould be turned into ſweets. Thou 

muſt always be moſt welcome to me in 
my troubles, for I know well that thou 
only canſt pacify and give them remedy. 
Iwill govern myſelf toward thee as to- 
ward the fire; too much familiarly will 
burn us, and the want of it will let us 
freeze: I will eat honey with thee in the 
bleſſed ſacrament; I know that many 
there do chew, but few receive thee wor- 
thily. Make me, O Lord, I beſcech thee, 
capable of thoſe, which here on earth ſhall 
be the true anti-paſts to our future glory. 


The Goſpel for Low-Sunday, St. Johnxx. 


. when it was late that day, the 

firſt of the ſabbaths, and the doors were 
put where the diſciples were gat herd toge- 
ther for fear of the Jews, Jeſus came and 

food in the midſt and ſaid to them, Peace 
he to yon. And when he had ſaid this, he 
ewe them his hands and fide. The diſci- 
ples therefore were glad when they ſaw our 
Tord. He ſaid therefore to them again, 

1 be to you. As my father hath ſent me, 


do ſend o. When he had ſaid this 
he 
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he breathed upon them, and he ſaid to them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; whoſe fins you 

ſhall forgive they ſpall be forgiven, and whoſe 
you retain, they are retained. But Thomas, 
one of the twelve, who is called Didymus, was 
not with them when Jeſus came the other 


diſciples therefore ſaid to him, We have ſeen + 
our Lord, But he ſaid to them, unleſs I ſee 


in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the place of the nails, and put 
my hand into his fide, I will not believe. 
And after eight days, again his diſciples 
were within, and Thomas with them. Feſus 
cometh, the doors being ſhut, and ftood in the 
miaft, and ſaid, Peace to you. Then he ſaith 
to Thomas, put in thy finger hither, and ſte 


my hands, and bring hither thy hand, and 


put it into my fide, and be not incredulons but 
faithful. Thomas anſwered and ſaid to him, 
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My Lord and my God Jeſus ſaith to him, 


Becauje thou haſt ſcen me Thomas, thou haſt 


believed; bleſſed art they that have not 
feen and have believed. 


2 * 
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Monaurries. 


ESUS the father of all bleſſed harmo- 
nies, after ſo many combats, makes a 
general peace in all nature. He pacifieth 
Limbo, taking the holy Fathers out of 
darkneſs, to enjoy an eternal light, and 
ſending the damned to the bottom of hell., 
He pacifies the earth, making it from 
thenceforth to breathe the air of his mer- 
cies. He pacifieth his apoſtles by deliver- 
ing them from that profound ſadneſs 
* Which. they conceived by the imaginary 
loſs of their dear maſter. He pacifieth 
heaven, by ſweetning the ſharpneſs of 
** heavenly father, quenching, by his 
-wounds, the fire which was kindled of 
his juſt anger. Every thing ſmileth upon 
this great peace-maker : Nature leaveth 
her mourning and putteth on the robes of 
- chearfulneſs, to congratulate with him 
bis great and admirable conqueſts, It is 
in him that the heavenly father, by a 
ſingular delight, hath poured our the ſul- 
neſs of all graces, to make us an eternal 
dwelling, and to reconcile all in him and 
by hi p pacifying by his blood from the 
N --" eros 
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croſs all that is upon earth and in heaven. 
This is our Joſhua, of whom the ſcrip- 


ture ſpeaketh, that he clears all difference, 


and appeaſeth all battles. No ſtroke? of 
any hammer, or any other i iron was heard 
at the building of Solomon's temple; and 


behold the church, which is the temple 


of the living God, doth edity fouls wich 
' a marvellous b | 
The ſun is not ſo well ſer forth by his 


beams, as our Saviour is magnificently* 
adorned with his wounds. Thoſe are the : 


characters which he hath engraved upon 
his fleſh, after a hundred ingenious faſhi- 


ons. The ladies count their pearls and 


diamonds, but our Saviour counts his 
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wounds in the higheſt attire of his mag- ; 


nificences. Ir is from thence, that the 
beauty of his body, taketh a new ſtate of 


glory; and our taich in the reſurrection is 


confirmed, that the good fall themſelyes 
with hope, miſcreants with terror, and _ 


| martyrs find wherewith to enſlame their 


courage. Theſe divine wounds open them- 
ſelves as ſo many mouths, to plead our 
cauſe before the celeſtial Father. Our Sa- 
viour Jeſus never 2 bettet tor us than 


by 
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| by the voice of his precious blood. Great 


enquiry hath been made for thoſe moun- 
tains of myrrh and frankinſence, which 
Solomon promiſed in the canticles, but 
now We have found them in the wounds 
of Jeſus. It is from thence that there com- 


eth forth a million of ſanctified exhala- 


tions of ſweetneſs, of peace and propiti- 


ation, as from an eternal ſanctuary. Aman 
may ſay they are like the carbuncle, which 
melteth the wax upon which it is imprint- 


ed; for they melt our hearts by a moſt 
profitable impreſſion. At this ſight the 
eternal Father calms his countenance, and 
the ſword of his juſtice returneth into the 
heath. Shall not we be worthy of all mi- 


- ſeries, if we do arm theſe wounds againſt 


us, which are ſo effectual in our behalf? 


Ad if this blood of our Abel, after it hath 


reconciled his cruel executioners, ſhould 


find juſt matter to condemn us for our in- 


gratitude? John the ſecond, king of Por- 


tugal, had made a ſecret vow, never to 


reftuſe any thing which ſhould be asked of 
im in the virtue of our Saviour's wounds, 


| which made him give all his ſilver vefſels 


to v gentleman that had found: out 
1 the 
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the word. And why ſhould we not give 
ourſel ves to God, who both buyeth and 
requireth us by the wounds ot Jeſus? 

2, Jeſus inſpireth the ſacred breach of 
his mouth upon his apoſtles as upon the 
firſt fruits of chriſtianity, to repair the firſt 
breath and reſpiration of lives, which the 
author of our race did ſo miſerably loſe. 
If we can obtain a part of this, we ſhall be 
like wheels of Ezekiel's myſterious cha- 
riot, which are fill'd with the ſpirit of 
lite. That great divine called Matthias 
Vierna ſaid, That light was the Sub- 


ſtance of colours; and the ſpirit of Je- 


ſus is the ſame of all our virtues. If we 


live of his fleth there is great reaſon we 


ſhould be animated by his ſpirit. Happy 
a thouſand times are they who are poſ- 


ſeſled with the ſpirit of Jeſus; which is 


to their ſpirit as the apple of the eye. 


St. Thomas was deprived ot this amorous 


communication by reaſon of his inc redu- 
lity. He would ſee with his eyes, and 
feel with his hands, that which ſhould 
rather be comprehended by faith; which 
is an eye bleſſedly blind, which knoweth 
all within its ohn blefledneſs, and is al- 
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ſeo at hand, which remaining on earth 


goeth to find God in heaven. 


ASPIRATIONS, 


GR EAT peace- maker of the world, 
who by the effuſion of thy precious 
blood, haſt pacified the wars of forty ages, 
which went before thy death. This word 
of peace hath coſt thee many battles, many 
ſweats and labours, to cement this agree- 
ment of heaven and earth, of ſenſe and 
reaſon, of God and man. Behold, thou 
art at this preſent like the dove of Noah's 
ark; thou haſt eſcaped a great deluge of 
paſſions, and many torrents of dolours 
thrown headlong upon one another Thou 
bringeſt us the green olive branch to be 
the mark of thy eternal alliances. What, 
ſhall my foul be ſo audacious and diſor- 
dered as to talk to thee of war when thou 
- ſpeakeſt to her of peace? to offer thee a 
weapon when thou offereſt the articles of 
Her reconciliation figned with thy preci- 
ous blood? Oh! what earth could open 
wide enough her boſom to fwallow me, 
if I thould live like 2 little Abiron, with 
1 arm's t begs a Which ppuſfs 


1 out 
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out for me nothing but flowers and roſes ; 


Reign, O my ſweet Saviour, within all 


the conquered powers of my ſoul, and 


within my heart, as a conqueſt which ; 
thou haſt gotten by ſo many titles, I Will 


ſwear upon thy wounds, whichafter they 


have been the monuments;of thy fidelity; 


ſhall be the adored altars of vows and 
ſacrifices. I will promiſe thereupon in- 


violable fidelity to thy ſervice. I will. 


live no more but for thee, fince thou haſt 


killed my death in thy life, and makeſt 
my lite flouriſh within thy triumphant 


reſurrection. 
{ 
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